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355 Replica Spyder 
round breaking exotic replica for you. 


as been composed for ing. 
in mind. The basic kit comes 


Now we have anothe: 
This replica package 


Keeping our home builde 
with all the body panels, front grill, front turn signals, front 


fog lights, headlights, front side marker lights, mirrors, rear 
disk lid lights and stretch pieces. 
Yours for only $7,500.00 
All this offered to you now for a limited Time 


only at the low introductory price of $5,500.00 | 


"Inquire about our power operated convertible top. 


This hand-crafted exotic has been in development for over 2 years. We 
have a body package which is made with the newest technological advances. 
Now Warlock Designs is offering a ONE-PIECE PAINT IMPREGNATED BODY 
color that YOU desire with an absolute perfect finish. This exotic is 
ned to mount LONGITUDINALLY in a specially designed chassis with а 
Corvette V-8 and 914 transmission for improved weight distribution. It 
also features the availability of A.B.S. 9.7" vented disc brakes and lowered 


| 
чой; to improve center of gravity. The basic kit comes complete with DO-T. 


| stamped glass, factory curved windshield, curved door glass, curved quarter 

| ‘class, all hinges, weather stripping, shocks, all locks & latches, grills, elec 

ire mirrors, complete interior with door panels, new seats, all new VDO. 
gauges plus instructions & video. 


BODY PACKAGING STARTING AT $9,000 
(Regular price $12,000) 


сыге more information about our products please send $3.00 to the following address: 


Ifyou d 
WARLOCK DESIG! 

3621 15740 El Prado Rd. Unit B 
Chino, СА 91710 


Fax (909) 59 
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151 PLACE ^ AWARD WINNER 
RECIPIENT OF THE OUTSTANDING ACHIEVEMENT AWARD 
PRESENTED BY KIT CAR MAGAZINE 1994 
7 LIMITED OFFE 
INTERCEPTOR 50005 
Body ond acessories which indudes 38 items (Most o any on he market) 
Now wil also indude pre hung doors-Locks ond latches installed 
Inner door roce ond door shock mounted 
Also bilet luminum lower shock mount included! 


$6500 only 
A 


Body ond accessories which includes 38 items (Most of any on the market) 
Now will also indude pre-hung doors Locks and laches installed 
Inner door brace and door shock mounted 

‘Aso billet aluminum lower shock mount induded!!! 


$9400 only 


15740 El Prado Road * Chino, CA 91710 (909) 597-4110 
For Info Package send $3.00 and SASE 
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Shooting Down 0 Few 
Misconceptions 


few years ago, Rolling Stone 
Ave had a problem. What 

had started out as a countercul- 
ture record-review rag had grown into 
an intelligent and aware journal for 
30-somethings. But people seemed to 
ignore this change, so the sport-coat- 
and-blue-jeans management devel- 
oped a clever campaign to show the 
difference between the Perception and 


the Reality. The maga- 
zine personified the 
Perception of Rolling 
Stone readers with a 
photo ofa spaced-out 
hippie with love beads 
and long hair. The Rea 
ity photo depicted a hip 
but hard-working, edu- 
cated professional. 
Readers loved the wry 
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krow how to use a fork and spoon 
properly at Sunday dinner 
Of course, we all know different 
but I feel a need to develop my ow" 
sort of Perception/Reality campaign 
Tilbe the first to admit that theresa 
still quite а few funky old kits tobe” 
found in garages across America, (hà 
venture to say that a lot of latter-da, 
hippies still read Rolling Stone too. ly 
fact, our coverage of older kits is ex. _ 
tremely popular, and we plan to doa 
retrospective on them for our 15th An. 
niversary issue coming early next 
year. But in the nearly 15 years that 
Kit Car has been published, a lot of 
resin has run over the framerails. 
Things really are different from those 
early days. The kit market today is 
more vibrant than ever with an amaz- 
ing array of high-quality products 
Even though some readers com- 

plain about the surfeit of them, Co 
bras have had a very significant im- 
pac: on our market, not only in sheer 


REALITY 


imagery, even ifmany 
of them were still more like Регсер- 


meeting, the firm’s vice pre: 
id 
ofthandedly asked, “By the pem 
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quantity but also in quality. By and 
large, these replicas are performance 
machines through and through, and 
as such they use components found 
on the best hot rods in the land. (Ex- 
actly the kind of parts you happen to. 
fill, Mr. V.P.) This emphasis on per- 
formance has filtered into other 
types of kits as well, so much so that 
pun research indicates that most 
Шаир projects now use V8 engines. 
{180 kit enthusiasts spend several 
housand dollars on tools and new 
Aftermarket parts, Speaking of num- 
ers, Our average reader is a married 
moli his mid-forties with a house- 
014 income of more than $68,000. 
SES estimate that the total value 
aL kit cars owned by our readership 
Pproaches the billion-dollar mark. 
our Dat sound like some spaced- 
kit ipie, Mr. V.P.? And yes, these 
cars do get completed. 
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Snake Bite Kit. 


Once youve bcen bitten by a Contemporary Cobra 
Replica, be it the 427 SC Cobra Roadster or the exciting, 
new Daytona Coupe, youll know why Contemporary 
Classic is the industry leader, worldwide. 


Craftsmanship: Authentic design features. 
All original spe 
Engineerin, 
assembly. 
Experience: Contemporary is the world's largest 
Cobra replica and accessories manufacturer. 
Quality: The finest materials and component 
package variations. 

Performance: 1.0+G skid pad performance and 

а supple, smooth ride. 


‘acting tolerance for ease of 


For а detailed brochure, plus a listing of original spec 
parts and accessories, call your nearest dealer (see list 
below) or send $5.00 to: 


Contemporary Classic 

Y. INC. 

115 Hoyt Avenue. Mamaroneck, NY 10543 
(914) 381-5678. Fax (914) 381-1953 


"AUTHORIZED DEALERS 
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Movie Magic К 

Тт 17 years old and in love with 
Ferraris, My favorite is the GT250 
California Spyder. After reading your 
“California Girl” article (March '96) in 
which the car featured was powered 
by a 289 Ford engine with 351 heads, 
T wondered if you could tell me what 
powered the original Modena car 
which appeared in the movie Ferris 
Bueller's Day Off. 


Kris Homrich 
Wyoming, MI 


Bill Eikner of Precision Design tells 
us that Modena leased that car to 
Paramount and supplied it with а 


stock 289 and an automatic transmis- 
sion. The car had the early torsion-bar 
suspension with pretty much а plain- 
Jane setup. Fora more authentic look 
the door windows had been omitted. 
The car was used in all the action 
scenes except the plunge from the win- 
dow. The vehicle that went through 
the window was a Modena body 
mounted on a studio-built chassis, Ac 
cording to Eikner, this custom car was 
supposed to be used forall the action 
scenes, but it wasn’t strong enough, so 
Paramount used the Modena. After the 
movie was shot, the Modena was sold 
to Dorian Kunch who drove it until 
about a year ago. It is, presently owned 
by a Dr. Lomaxin Los Angeles and 
has over 90,000 miles on it The studio 
vehicle is presently on displa, 
Planet Hollywood restaurant, а 


Cobra Conundrums 
Im both a Shelby and an AC fan, 
and I'm writing about something you 
wrote in the May'96 issue of Kit Car 
regarding the origin of the Cobra. In 
this article you stated correctly that 
Klaus Arning and Bob Negstad of 
Ford designed the 427 Cobra’s chas- 
sis. However, the statement that AC 
Cars was “merely a fabricator and as- 
sembler” is incorrect. I don't blame 
you for this inaccuracy—it trickles 
down from Mr. Shelby himself-—but. 
the facts say otherwise. AC Chief En- 
gineer Alan Turner had a lot to do 
with the final execution of the new 
chassis for two reasons. First, much of 
the Ford computer information was 
flawed and had to be reworked. Sec- 
8KIT CAR 


MAILBOX 


last-minute policy change to cu 
meant considerable re-engineer 
ing by AC was necessary for Ford to 
be able to use off-the-shelf AC com: 
nentry. Furthermore, the rest of the 
car, including its alluring body design, 
was still based much on AC's Ace, 
suitably flared out by AC to accommo- 
date ever-wider tires, a car for which 
the design rights were never acqui 

by Shelby American. Because of com- 
plex politics too extensive to list here. 
Mr. Shelby has chosen since 1963 to 
downplay AC's role in the joint 
transatlantic project. The cars, be 
they small- or big-blocks, are neither 
“Shelby Cobras” nor “AC Cobras.” 
They're "Shelby AC Cobras,” as origi- 
nally agreed upon by both parties in 
1962. AC was a partner, not some 
mere subcontractor 


Laurence Kent 
White Rock, British Columbia, 
Canada 


Actually, the facts trickled down not 
from Carroll Shelby but from face-to- 
face interviews we did with both Klaus 
Arning and Bob Negstad. The last- 
minute policy change you cited was in 
fact due to AC Cars refusal to buy new 
tubing ofthe correct length for the 
framerails because of the extra cost. 
The company insisted on using the 4. 
inch round-tube rails it already had 
on hand, even though they were too 
short for Ford’s computer-designed 
chassis. Bob Negstad, the Ford engi 
neer who worked on site at AC Cars, 
recalled with some exasperation that 
Turner tacked on an elaborate box- 
shaped structure to extend these fram 
erails several inches 

Also, Negstad pointed out that the 
computer information was not flawed, 
but AC again insisted on using parts on 
hand (some of them used and bought at 
distress prices), and the design had to 
be reworked to accommodate them. As 
for the basic body form, the design was 
once more somewhat dictated by parts 
in this case the windshield frames AC’ 
had on hand. While a lot of finger. 
pointing and “complex politics" did in- 
deed occur over who did what on the 
Cobra, basically what happened was 
AC contributed substantially to the 
289-powered, leaf:sprung Cobra, but 
the 427 was largely Ford's and Shelby's 
project. Negstad commented that by the 
time the big-block, coil-over Cobra was 


in the works, “AC was alm i 
in front of the train,” сосы 


Aussie Snakes 


Tread with interest the article 
“Hard Science" (July 95), which qu 
ed а torsional stiffness of: 3300 pounds 
per degree. (1 presume this means 
foot-pounds.) My company, DHB Ey, 
terprises, has been manufacturing 
replica 427 Cobras here in Queens. 
land, Australia, since May 1 


we're required to have governme, 
approval before we can offer a chassis 
for sale. To obtain this approval, the 


chassis is subjected to a beaming and 
torsional test and must pass at 5000 
fi-Ib per degree for torsional rigidity. 
We're not allowed to enhance the 
strength of the chassis by hard- 
mounting the suspension or motor 
components, and the test is,conducted 
by holding the wheel flanges and lock- 
ing up the suspension through the 
spring- or shock-mounting points. 
We've produced 120 Cobra replicas 
and currently make one per week. I've 
enclosed a photograph of two of our 
cars in the desert. The photo was tak- 
en 200 km south of Broome, Western 
Australia, while we were driving 
around the country (13,750 km), most- 
ly in the desert regions. We're 
presently developing all the necessary 
production equipment to produce a 
replica of the Ford GT40, which we in- 
tend to make in right- and lefthand 
drive versions. It's our ambition to 
produce complete cars with 302 EFI 
engines coupled with Porsche five 
speed transaxles. We hope to market 
them for approximately $60,000 
worldwide. Thank you for your great 
magazine—we enjoy reading it and 
value the articles and the advertising. 


D. Bedford 

DHB Ent. Pty. Ltd. 

P.O. Box 531 

Southport 4215 
Queensland, Australia 
phone: 01161 7 552.91 455 
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*... the logical way to do a better Cobra. 


«we have an Everett-Morrison kit designed to accept the current Corvette suspension. 
Owner Larry Rea of Cedar Park, Texas, built it with his son, Lucas, in ten days.” 


+ Original Style Round Tube Frames 
+ Many Power Train Options 
= Factory Assembled Bodies 

< Four Suspension Choices 


"Everett-Morrison offers a broader variety of chassis 

possibilities than any other kit-maker I've found.” 

“The suspension has the fast, 13:1 power steering and 

the аќег-1988 Corvette rear geometry.” 

"Braking was exceptionally good at 161 feet from 70 mph, 

and 1.04g was measured on the skidpad." 

"This car holds our record for fastest through the slalom- 

averaging 71.2 mph (the Nissan 300ZX Turbo did it at 69.6 
mph, the old record)." Steering response, though, was 
quicker than lightning." 

"Everything about the car is skewed in the direction of 
steering quickness... its light weight, its rear weight bias, 
its power steering, its short wheelbase, and its low-profile tires 
on wide wheels. The combination makes a standard 
Corvette feel as lethargic as a Limousine." 

*... the Corvette suspension was more composed 
than any of the others.' 


Car and Driver Magazine, December, 1991. 


+ Hand Crafted Interiors. 
+ Careful Attention to Details 

» A Tradition of Quality and Value 5 
+ Ongoing Commitment to Customers 


Call Today To Receive A FREE Copy of 
б YES! I'm ready for the better and faster Cobra Replica! 
CAR & DRIVER'S TEST REPORT! Piles eie: 


(8 1 3) 887 -5885 O 8page *4275С Cobra” Replica Full Color Brochure $2.00 


O 46 page “Component Assembly Packages Catalog” $3.00. 


O 44 page “Advanced Assembled Packages Catalog” $3.00 
1 5 " n $2.00 
EVERETT-MORRISON БЕЕК ШЫН | 


"^; MOTORCARS 


Name Phone انا‎ E 
WHERE TALENT MEETS EXPERIENCE! Address = 
5197 W.Citon St ٠ Tampa, Н. 33634 (819 887-5885 ٠ FAX (B13) 8654720 | OY E E3 
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SPECIALTY SCENE 


ive's Flyweight 
jue Ms auos have to come from more 
pover- om also result from paring down pounds Forin- 
Power aracecar team wouldn't blink at spending $10,000 
бетте to shave only 100 pounds offa vehicles weight. 
Now suppose you could do the same thing on a Cobra, but 
Pe alot less money. That's exactly what the Smith brothers 
ne working on at Factory Five Racing (508/291-3443). This 
company has already created an entirely new nichein the 
Cobra market with an affordable $10,000 replica that uses 
‘25.0 Mustang as a parts donor ("Horse Trader,” November 
395). We've tested a prototype and found that with only a 
Ford 5.0Jiter small-block under the hood, the car is capable 
ofbig block acceleration due to Factory Five's engineering, 
‘which keeps the total weight down to 1950 pounds. Taking 
this diet plan several steps further, the company is building 
a Cobra that features a carbon-fiber body, an aluminum 
frame and an aluminum-block 300hp 5.0 V8 which should 


weigh only 18 
yolling-chassis kit is $29,000, so the car 
pounds lighter for an upcharge of less than $19,000 (not 
Ponting the cost of donor car parts required to complete 
the standard kit). This means that the cost of reducing the 
weight on the carbon-fiber Cobra is less than $50 per 
pound. Compare that to the race team's $100 minimum 
Post per pound, and you've got a really slim deal, 


Auriga 23 


DE kits sre known making the most of small 
2З isa prime example. The var is steal, ana pan riga 
, 1 Il and light 
as a result, it offers an exhilarating ромет- aighi 
ratio with only a mildly tuned fourcplinder Forte 
‘Kent engine (Pinto, Lotus Twineam, Formula Ford 
or Cosworth), Ап Alfasud five-speed transaxle allows 
{he Ford block to be midmounted for optimum balanc 
and handling. The Auriga's fully independent suspen- 
sion, designed by racer Lee Noble of Ultima fame, u 
combination of Ford Cortina and custom-fabriented. 
Pieces, ай damped by Spaxcoil-over shocks, US im 
porter WC Motorsport (Dept KO, 95 Larch Rd 
Prankbrt » 815/469-2142) offers kits starting 
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Contemporary New 289 FIA Cobra 

8 DX Е e 427 Cobra are by far the 

st popular kits ever produced, we're seeing interest in 
the 289 FIA Cobra pick up some momentum as well. Ascar 
history buffs well know, the original 289 FIA helped Shelby 
bring home the 1965 World Manufacturers Champion 
from Ferrari's home turf Several U.S, companies have in- 
troduced replicas ofthis legendary racer in recent years, 
m now Contemporary Classic also jumpinginto the 
Fay. Unlike the original car which featured an antiquated 
leaf spring suspension, Contemporary's replica will use the 
ompany's 427 SIC coil over chassis with a Jaguar inde- 
pendent suspension, The narrow-hipped body will be avail- 
Edi a PE ora USRRC style with the priceofa 
Ducere: uilder package going for less than $15,000. 

Pon issic Motor Car Co., Dept. KC, 115 Hoyt 

Ave., Mamaroneck, NY 10543, 914/381-5678. 
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Polish Snake Bite 
Okay. Your eyes are saying Cobra. 
Your head is coming up with dollar 
signs. Forget what your eyeballs are 
telling your brain. The car in the pho- 
tos isn’t a real aluminum-skinned Co- 
bra. It's a clone, but it’s one with a big 
difference. You see, David and. 
Thomas Kirkham, owners of Kirkham 
Engineering (Dept. KC, 2575 W. 1680 
N., Provo, UT 84603, 801/377-8224) 
have just taken the wraps off a Cobra 
clone that will stop you cold in your 
tracks, But there's something else go- 
ing on here: This Cobra is constructed, 
right next to an assembly line that. 
builds PZL I-22 fighter aircraft and 
‘Antonov AN-28 cargo planes for the 
Polish Air Force. Not that long ago 
(when the Cold War was in full fury), 
the same plant built MIG fighters for 
the Soviets. Today, things are quite a 
bit different. Stuffing American dol- 
lars into Polish pockets makes good 
business sense. And so does fighter- 
aircraft technology in Cobras—even if 
an exact replica (and we do mean 
exact) of a car last produced three 
decades ago. 
Dave and Tom Kirkham are sea- 
soned Cobra restorers. When we visit- 


ed their facilities, they were up to 
their necks in “real” Cobras and Shel- 
by Mustangs, Their personal 427 
Street Cobra(CSX3104) restoration 
was almost complete, and they were 
in the middle of a complete restora- 
tion on one of the ultrarare Cobra 
USRRC small-block race roadsters for 
a customer. We figure that they had 
enough genuine parts on hand to par- 
tially assemble a third, “real” Cobra. 
During the course of restoring snakes, 
the Kirkhams found that they had to 
basically reverse-engineer many com- 
ponents andsubassemblies. Because 
ofthis, they generated most of the 
CAD-engineering drawings necessary 
to build a complete 427 SC. 

Instead ofreworking old expensive 
junk, fixing shoddy reproductions or 
‘messing with fiberglass, they took 
modern Detroit technology and com- 
pletely reverse engineered their own 
427 Cobra—body, frame (complete 
with a “birdcage” for mounting the 
aluminum skin), forgings, suspension 
‘components, brake hardware, differ- 
entials and so on, To obtain the cor- 

rect body shape and dimensions, they 
digitized the body on their Cobra. 
(Digitizing is the process of using a 


Roman Holiday 
In the never-ending quest 

torestyle the Pontiac Fiero, 
Roman Auto Design has 
just completed two years of 
development work on a 
body kit inspired by the su- 
per-exotic Bugatti EB 110. 
Our information is a bit 
sketchy at this point, but. 
the manufacturer claims 
the EB 110 kit was hand- 
crafted to match the dimen- 
sions of the original Euro- 
pean model (which was not. 
designed for export to the 
United States). Prior to in- 
stallation of the fiberglass 


computer measuring device to plot 
points on a surface that can then be 
put into a computer to form a surface 
model.) In simple terms, they made an 
extremely thorough computer model 
of the original 427 Cobra, using 
CSX3104 as the basis. 

Given modern technology, it was 
then an easy step to take this comput- 
ег model, along with their original 
CAD blueprints, and transfer it from 
cyberspace to reality in Poland. Here 
was a place that had Soviet-fighter- 
aircraft technology, was computer- 
hip, had skilled aircraft labor and, 
above all, had the facilities to put the 
whole thing together. 

Fast forward to today: What you see 
is the first fruit of their million-dollar 
investment: a pallet Cobra that can be 
purchased for $22,000. If you want the 
complete Cobra (gauges, wheels, ti 

electricals, brakes, differential 
rior trim and so on), less the engine, 
transmission and paint, then expect. 
to pay $50,000—that's Vio the price of 
an original car. Polish snake bite? 
Maybe, but who'd have thought that 
the end of the Cold War would mean 
reet hardware for everyday kit 
Wayne Scraba 


Stretched Corvette 

Have you ached to own a Corvette but couldn't live 
with the limitations of a two-seater? American Car 
Craft Enterprises (ACE) may have an answer to your 
dilemma with the Corvvette 2+2. This four-seater 
not only has room for more passengers but for lug- 
gage as well. It also features a full-length, heavy- 


panels, the Fiero donor car’s frame needs to be extended about 6 
inches to achieve the correct wheelbase. Priced at $9000, the six- 
piece body kit includes a safety-glass curved windshield and door 
hardware. Roman A.D., Dept. KC, 3901 McArthur Blvd., Ste. 200, 
"Newport Beach, СА 92660, 714/252-5411. 


duty frame that the company claims is stout enough 
totow a trailer. The Dino Classic rebody for the Volk- 
wagen Type 3 chassis is also available from the com- 

pany. ACE, Dept. KC, Ste. 12, 829 Pickens Industrial 
Dr., Marietta, GA 30062, 770/419-1146. Kc 
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Keep It Simple— 
The Bradley GT 
Story 

By Harold Pace 


n the early "70s, the Volkswagen 
Beetle occupied the same place in. 

the hearts of kit builders that the Pon- 
Час Fiero does today. This air-cooled 
conveyance was a blank canvas upon 
which to express whatever 
artistic/plagiaristic desires one might 
have. The VW was simple, 


sive operations. 


building dune buggy bodies for other 
retailers, and he used the lessons he 
had learned to build his own car. The 
Bradley GT fit a standard-length VW 
chassis and was simple to bolt on. 

This was one secret of its success, as 
most kits required shortening the 
chassis, relocating the pedals and per- 
forming other time- and money-inten- 


As with most kits of the era, the 
Bradley was available in several forms. 
‘The Basic kit provided a bare shell, 
Plexiglas doors, bucket seats, an instru- 
ment panel and basic hardware, and it 


developed by Bradley employe 
Faller and John Chung, who intense? 
itto be more practical as well as baea 
ter-looking. Like the GT, it fit the un. 
cut VW chassis and used а 63-67 
Corvette windshield. А relocated fuel 
tank gave the GT-II more interior 
room, and a larger engine compart- 
ment allowed for more engine choices, 
The gullwing doors were far heavier 
than the GT's and were raised by gas. 
assisted cylinders. Unlike the GT, the 
GT-IF's doors were not removable to 
form а T-top, but Bradley offered a re- 
movable sunroof and sliding windows 
The windows were now safety 


cheap, easy to take apart (and 
perhaps put back together) 
and hada veritable empire of 
aftermarket suppliers making 
performance and custom 
parts forit. 

‘The dune buggy craze alone 
must have used up at least 
half ofall the VWs that died 
in the 705, and sports/GT 
bodies consumed most of the 
rest. Dozens, if not hundreds, 
of manufacturers competed 
for this business, 

One of the kit manufacturers that. 


required much work and parts scroung- 
ing. But for only $1195, it was about 


glass all around instead of 
plexiglass, and the bumpers 
were steel-reinforced. The up- 
dated model featured more 
head and interior room, and 
the seats were adjustable. 
Although Bradley quoted 
an assembly time of 40 hours 
for the СТ-П, this estimate 
was wildly optimistic, accord- 
ing to several veteran Bradley 
assemblers. Many kit manu- 
facturers of that era seemed 
to assume that the average buyer had 
decades of experience, a machine shop 


In addition to offering parts for the 
Bradley GT, Sun Ray also has a restyling 
package that modernizes the lines of 
the original kit. 


Bradleys sold was the company's in- 
novative distribution system. It. 
couldn't afford a dealership chain, so 
it offered customers a commission for 
showing their own cars and taking or- 
ders. This worked quite well, and oth- 
er kit manufacturers followed suit. 
Later, it made anyone who bought. 
three kits a *dealer-assembler" whom 
Bradley would recommend to kit pur- 
chasers for a fee. 

By 1980, Bradley was growing and 
adding models that ranged from the 
beautiful to the bizarre. A typical 
MGTD replica on the VW chassis (the 
MGT) was joined by a knock-off of the 
Fiberfab Gazelle called the Bradley 
Baron. The weirdest model was а'57 
Thunderbird replica that fita VW 


chassis! This kit had been bought. 
from Veebirds in Colorado in the late 
"705 and was shortened 8 inches to fit 
the VW chassis. (Hey, we just report 

these things, we don't create them.) 

The only memorable design from 
Bradley during this later ег: 

Marlene, a classic shape inspired by 
mid-30s Mercedes sedans (particularly 
the 540K) but not an exact copy of any 
one model. More elegant than the stub- 
by Baron, it has proven to be a durable 
design even after passing on to Classic 
Roadsters Ltd. in 1987. A benchmark 
design for neoclassics, it managed to 
look more authentic than many kits 
that claim to be exact replicas. 

The Bradley success story quickly 
reversed in the early 80s. Part of its 
staffhad been raided by arch-competi- 
tor Fiberfab, which reportedly moved 
to Michigan just to get Bradley's per- 
sonnel. Then, around1981, unsuccess- 
ful business decisions and tax prob- 
lems resulted in disaster. The end 
came quickly later that year, and 
through no fault of the cars, Bradley 
was no more. 

Do the GT and GT-II seem too good 
to simply fade away? Take heart—a 
Bradley GT replica is back in produc- 
tion by Ray Tierney's company, Sun 
Ray Products, in Minneapolis. An up- 
grade package is also offered that 
restyles the Bradley GT for the 905. 
The GT-II is also back in limited pro- 


duction by P.A.M. Manufacturing, 
which purchased the molds to the 
GT-II, GT-E, Baron and MGT kits 
along with the Bradley name from the 
original owners. Company president. 
Jerry Hall has been hard at work fix- 
ing the problems with the earlier mod- 
els. He says the door problem was a 
result of some doors being pulled from 
the molds “green” or uncured, result- 
ing in warpage, and that it only affect- 
ed a small number of cars. Other door 
fitment problems were caused by 
slight misalignment in the body, floor- 
pan and top assemblies. If they are off 
by even И inch, problems can result 
on any gullwing-door installation (not. 
justa Bradley). Hall is seeking financ- 
ing to put Bradley back into the big 
time, but for now he's selling the occa- 
sional kit and spares. 


SOURCES 
Bradley Automotive 
Dept. KC 
1108 Fourth Street E. 
South t, ОН 45680 
(write for info package) 


Sun Ray Products Corp. 
Dept. КС 

8017 Ranchers Rd. 
Minneapolis, MN 55432 
612/780-0774 


cared enough to make a quality prod- 
uct was Bradley, which was started in 
1971 in Minneapolis by a shadowy fig- 
ure named “Gary Bradley” (not his re- 
al last name—the company name ac- 
tually came from partner Gene 
Bradley Fuller). Rumor hasit that 
Gary hada nearly unpronounceable 
French last name, so he would intro- 


what you would expect in 1971. The Su- 
perkit included all non-VW parts for 
$800 more, but it still required a lot of 
work. For the mechanically challenged, 
the Preassembled kit ($2695) required 
considerably less time to be on the road. 
Like many buggy kits, it was available ` 
with a wide variety of gelcoat colors. 
Standing a mere 45 inches high, it 


that would make Penske blush, and 
friends with the skills of Phil Reming- 
ton and Jim Най who would stop by 
Just to help out. Even so, Bradleys 
were simple compared to most other 
kits on the market. Options included — | 
air conditioning, an automatic trans- 
mission and radial tires. Bradley also 
offered new VW chassis made in Mex- 
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that | get right. You never. 
know how many letters are 
sitting in a huge pile labeled 
"nota clue." But I keep look 
ing. and, sooner or later, | 


‘coming—my livelihood de- 
pends on it! The nice thing 
‘about identifying mystery kits 
in this column is that you, the 
readers, only see the ones 


jeader response to this 
ew column has been re- 
ally great, so the editor just 
might keep me around for a 
while, Keep those letters 


I don't get to your letter im- 
mediately—yours may b 
f the tough ones! 


duce himself over the phone as “ 
from Bradley" and thus he becana > 
known as Gary Bradley. He knew 
enough tostart simple, and his kit 
was not only easy to manufacture but 
was also simple to build. He had been 


presented a futuristicappearan: 
Curved plexiglass doors were remov- 
able to convert to a T-top configura- 
tion. Although most kits were built 
SUV Power, there was room for a 
'orsche or Corvair mill, According to 


ко 1 estimated the finished cost of 

uilding an average GT-II at 

$6000 in 1977, dnd i 
„Unfortunately, the new design 

didn't always live up to its promising 

Specifications. According to Ray Tier- 


Swift Response 
I'm writing in response to comments in your March ‘96 col- 


umn. "Lackluster” VW pan and “squirrel-cage running gear” 
are statements from someone with no experience with perfor- 
mance VW engines and suspensions. Ihave an Avenger kit with 


merely makes it a pretty stone. Getting decent performance, 
as you've obviously done, requires modifying or replacing ће 
VW mill and massaging the suspension. The trailing link front sus- 
pension and the swing-axle rearend were, affer all, designed 
way back in 1931 by Ferdinand Porsche (maybe Femando was 
his Spanish cousin?). These underpinnings were part of what 


compan; 
aoe peli ney, who was an authorized Bradley a 1835cc engine that will run with the V8s. Also, with an after- ir 
Onwen? dealor/assembler in Minneapolis, the market adjusable suspension system, these puppies con really made the Porsche-designed Auto Union Grand Prix cars of 
Butallwoenor GI had many problems. The tiny Ronde And don't forge! that Fernando (sic) Porsche designed — 1934 fo 1937 so diabolical, Porsche gave up on them in 1964 
тозу. The heater. sliding side windows provided inade- the VW. In lightweight cars, these engines ond suspensions are with the 917 and 912 models. As all VW racers know, ће, prob- 
although b ater, quate ventilation. The doors wouldn't. | cost-effective апа eosy to work with, so please don't knock lem with the front end is that the wheels go into positive cam- 
inaoughbeter always seal, so when it rai them until you've tried a real performance VW. beras the body ros, which is not what you want. Meanwhile, 
Qu would рон These NET | the back end tries to Jack up into postive camber as well АЕ 
stock VW, was no safety cate 2 е door latches had Eric Swift though these problems can be dealt with by adding static 
inadequate. Ven- — someti ch, and the doors would Benbrook. 1X camber and limiting suspension travel, they're not the marks of 
tilation withthe Тһе apa open at certain speeds. agreat, modem chasis. What 
doors on was hendi ei al operated concealed I'msonylfloffended any cR T. iS T made the VW neat wos that it 
Poor, and door wi ligi ts were driven by a Porsche i VW performance fans out | Help! I need historic kits to write about so the ec was cheap and easy to modi- 
sealing left much poet Motor that would strip its gears there. As a long-time Formula | won't cancel my column. Seni sandd fy. meant fo point out that 
to be desired. ,لاتقل يوي‎ leaving the lights in the Wee racer, Iinowthat ihe VW | Сабат Mie dock VW suspension was 
The Bi т Ву 1977, an up- altho Position. And the longer nose, can be rnace fo run very мей. | lackuster and the engine low 
е Bradley GT-Il improved the looks, but the gullwi date was in order, ci Н attractive, was not suffi- My point wos that instock i on ponies. [stand by that, 
andthe concealed headlights didnt aoas ПЁ doors Anew Bradley, viu reinforced and would droop form, the WWisastone,and | bul amodified Wis another 
Ys work smoothly. the GT- was бшш the sun on a hot day. putting a fibergiossbodyonit |E beast altogether! KC 
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One reason for the large number of 


By Jim "Conan" Youngs 


Fiero Hazard 

Tm becoming fixated with Fieros and 
their possibilities. But the plastic con- 
fuses me. I want to chop, channel, 
French-louver, section and slice it. But 
where do I begin? How hard is the plas- 
tic to work with? What binds well with 
it? Does it stretch? Will the plastic melt 
or burn 1 soften it with heat to extend 
the wheelwells? IFT saw into the hood 
or trunk will it crack, warp or collapse? 


Tony Higbee 
Point Hope, AK 


I'm back!—from the Mongol Kit Car 
Show and Symposium where I demon- 
strated the use of da broadsword in al- 
tering da fibaglass panels. Here iss a 
photo uf me in ackshun. Don't become 
fixated, it ruins your concentration. 
‘Speaking seriously, composite panels 
don't do too well with heat—no stretch: 


ing, no melting, just spontaneous com- 
bustion.. Epoxy is a good bonding mate- 
rial tojoin components with fiberglass 
panels (Kit Tech, May '96). Keep in 
mind that the plastic panels are mount- 
ed over steel substructures, so if you al- 
ter a panel you'll probably have to alter 
the substructure too. There are plenty of 
kits around to transform this popular 
hit car platform by simply replacing the 
panels with no slicing or dicing re- 
quired. Surely there is something out 
there that would suit your tastes with- 
out having fo reinvent something or 
pump yourself up enough to han 
broadsword. 3 MS 


V12 Fiero? 

_Jcan't find any articles on V12 en- 
gine swaps in a Fiero. Are you plan- 
ning to write one? I have an 86 Fiero 
14KITCAR 
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GT and am extremely interested in. 
putting a V12 engine in it. I know 
you're probably thinking, "Why not get 
а V8? With today's technology, it has 
the same potential as а V12.” Well, I 
figure the more cylinders an engine. 
has, the smoother and better ИЛ! run. 
Also, V8 engines are becoming too. 
common, so the V12 is the way to go. 
The problem is, I don't have enough in- 
formation about it. Do you know who 
sells a kit for this type of engine swap? 
How much does it cost? What has to be 
modified? And is there a V12 engine 
performance book available? 


Eric McLemore 
Capshaw, AL 


Let's see, now where did we leave 
that broadsword? You haven't seen 
any articles on wedging a V12 engine 
into the bay of a Fiero because the 
block is probably too long to fit trans 
versely. Cost is another reason you 
haven't read about such a swap. Hey, 
why not get a V8? There are plenty of 
conversion hits available to accom- 
plish that hind of installation rather 
easily and inexpensively. Note too, 
that one of the most common V12 en. 
gines is a Jaguar, and at least one 
company specializes in replacing this 
English mill with good ol’ American 
V8 iron because of its greater depend- 
ability and performance and compara- 
tively inexpensive maintenance. If you 
really insist on a V12, you'll probably 
have to go with a Diablo-style body kit 
that requires extending the Fiero 
frame about 11 inches (*Hey, Stretch,” 
March '96) so you can mount the en- 
gine longitudinally. However, you'll 
also have to fabricate an adapter plate 
for the Porsche transaxle (unless you 
use a Lamborghini or Ferrari VI2 
drivetrain, but that opens up another 
сап of worms). 


Desert Storm 
Гуе been subscribing to car maj 
for quite along time, and 1 like me 
mag even better than the others be- 
cause it can help me build a car my- 
self. But the problem is that I'm here 
їп Kuvait, and my place to work on 
cars js in the Philippines. If] ever 
build a car, itl be quite easy for me 
ecause it corresponds to ту work as 
ал upholstery technician and my am- 
ple experienco in fiberglassing I 
Would naturally also use the aid of 
your wonderful magazine, Kit Car. 


Please help me find a kit manufac- 
turer. You know more about these 
companies than I do. And please place 
my name and information regarding 
my work in your column. Anyone who 
hires me won't be disappointed. ГЇЇ do 
whatever is necessary to make the 
work 100 percent well done, from 
dashboard to rear compartment ог 
bumper to bumper. Keep it going 
strong, Kit Car! 


Elof A. Atun 
Kuwait International Airport 
(Kasco WZ/WP) 

P.O. Box 394 

Safat, Kuwait, 13004 


And we thought it was a hassle to 
work in a detached garage. Man, com- 
muting to the Philippines to work on a 
kit would be a killer on the travel bud- 
get. Good luck on your job search. In 
the Philippines, you might want to 
check out CYTA Vehicles (011 632 651 
0885), which offers a jeep rebody pack- 
age called V2K. 


Buick Century Donor 

I recently requested a subscription 
toyour fine magazine and would like 
toone day own a kit car. Unfortunate- 
ly, I don't have the finances yet and 
haven't decided which kit to buy. Is 
there a kit for a’90 Buick Century like 
the Mercedes convertible kit for a 
Chrysler LeBaron? 


Michael Stein 
Louisville, KY 


The only kit car we can think of that 
would use the Century as a donor would 
bethe Q.C.E. Spyder available from 


Street Dream (303/770-5441). Its an. 
original-design sports car with the 
front-wheel-drive components ofa GM. 
A'body car remounted in a mid-engine 
position. The Spyder can also be fitted 
with the Buick's А/С system, dash, 
steering column, alarms and other gear. 


Blue Oval Bug | 
А couple of years ago, I bought plan: 

to build a woodie wagon over а VW 

Bug. To complete my project, however, 

I need а '40 Ford hood to fit a '68 VW. 

Kit Car used to run an advertisement. 

for a couple of companies that made 

them. One, I believe, was B.G.W., but 

as of late I haven't seen any of its ads 

Can you help me locate any manufac- 

turers of this component? 


Al Bowe 
Phoenix, AZ 


B.G.W. Spectre Limited makes the 
parts you're looking for to put a '40 
Ford front on a VW. You can reach the 
company at 414/646-4884. We seem 
to recall seeing similar components on 
a visit to Fiber Jet Industries 
(916/783-3198). 


Getting In the Business 
My wife and I have an idea for three 

kit cars, and we would like to start a 

kit car manufacturing company. We 

plan to offer the cars in kit form first, 
then possibly as a rolling-chassis pack- 
age, leaving the powertrain choice to 
the purchaser. We have some ques- 
tions and hope you can answer them or 
know where we can find the answers. 

(1) What federal regulations are in- 
volved in the kit car industry? 

(2) How many kit car units (modestly 
priced) on average should a manu- 
facturer hope to sell in a year? 

(3) Can you suggest which fiberglass 
methods (mold-type, sandwich 
and so forth) to use and publica- 
tions to read for the body construc- 
tion of both prototypes and pro- 
duction cars? 

(4) If we use any stock or modified 
GM and Ford production parts, 
will we owe these companies any 
royalties or such? 

(5) What's the deadline for getting 
our prototype in your November 
'96 issue? 


Chuck and Rita Little 
‘Mendon, IL 


Tt sounds as though you have the nec- 
essary ingredient for joining the exclu- 
sive club of hit car manufacturers— 
courage! Seriously, the kit car business 
is like any other business. Done correct- 
ly and financed properly, it can be a 
success. To answer your questions: (1) 
Other than building fewer than 250 
turnkey cars a year, there really are no 
federal regulations governing the kit 
car business that would be different 
from any other business. (2) The an- 
swer to that question has foiled even the 
best manufacturers, and if you discover 
ап answer, please let us all know. Kit 
car buyers are a fickle lot, and given the 


E. R. A. 
289 FIA COBRA 


A REPLICA OF THE CHAMPIONSHIP WINNING 
COBRAS WHOSE TOTAL DOMINATION IN ROAD 
RACING INITIATED THE COBRA LEGEND. 


THE .ممع‎ 289 FIA IS THE MOST ACCURATE RENDITION 
OF THE ORIGINAL 289 COBRA FIA/USRRC 
COMPETITION ROADSTER AVAILABLE. 


AS WITH THE ORIGINALS. 


E.R.A. JUST DOES IT BETTER 


THAN THE COMPETITION. 


ALSO AVAILABLE FROM ERA: 
E.A. 427 SC COBRA. 
ERA GT - (FORD GT40 REPLICA) 


FOR A COMPREHENSIVE INFOPAK & GLOSSY PHOTOS PLEASE SEND $10.00 TO: 


ERA REPLICA AUTOMOBILES, FIA INFO. DEPT. В 


608-612 East Main Street, New Britain, CT 06051 


(860) 224-0253 


‘COBRA FORO, ата FA AUSRAG ARE REGISTERED TRADEMARKS. ERA IS N NO WAY CONNECTED ТО HOLDERS] 
E TESE OR ANY OTHER RATS олина THESE NAMES: 


sheer number of designs available, it's 
anyone's guess as to what will push 
buyers! buttons. Perhaps the best way to 
start is to come up with a realistic busi- 
ness plan that budgets for everything, 
апа then based on the price of your kits, 
determine how many you need to sell 
each year to realize your ultimate goal. 
(3) Аз to which manufacturing methods 
would work best for your products, ГШ 
refer you to Glass Fiber: Auto Body 
Construction Simplified, available 
from Westwood Publishing (610/896- 
3952, Ext. 17). You'll need to study this 
book and others to learn the proper. 


techniques for the various parts of your 
cars. You may also want to consider 
subcontracting the work out to a fiber- 
glass shop or a boatbuilder to minimize 
‘your investment in tools. Contact Carl 
‘Coleman at Arizona Prototype 
(602/275-7311) for suggestions on pro- 
totyping and production. (4) No—street 
rodders and kit builders have been us- 
ing new or salvage parts for years with- 
out paying royalties. You may not, how- 
ever, use GM or Ford's name or logo in. 
your promotional or advertising mate- 
rials without permission. (5) The soon- 
er the better. We always like to hear 
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about new projects, and we're happy fo 
lend a hand where we can. Good luck in 
your endeavors! 


Fluid Fittings 

Tm about to start the plumbing 
phase on my motor, and I want to 
make it look cool with braided stain- 
less-steel hoses and trick fittings. But. 
I'm confused. What are the differences 
between all the fitting designations— 
AN, NTP, INF and so on? 


Jerry Jones 
Watsonville, KS 


AN (Air Corp | Navy) dates back to 
pre-WWII efforts to organize and stan- 
dardize the sizes, configurations and 
specifications of military aircraft 
hardware, You will see AN designa- 
tions on both fluid fittings and hard- 
ware, and they're usually accompa- 
nied bya number referring to the 
outside diameter in the-inch incre- 
ments. AN-3, for example, would indi- 
cate a fitting with а -inch capabili- 
1y. Such fittings have also been 
assigned corresponding thread diame- 
ters and pitches for their coupling 
members. Other notations are MS 
(Military Specification) and NAS (Na- 
tional Aerospace Standard), both out- 
growths of the AN standards, NTP 


(National Tapered Pipe) or tapered .— 
pipe thread numbers refer to the pip: 
inside diameter. Threads are designed 
so that the male thread is an interfer- 
ence fit in its female counterpart. The 
discussion of fluid fittings isa lengthy 
one, and if you want to really educate 
‘yourselfon their ins and outs and 
availability, we suggest you read 
Nuts, Bolts, Fasteners and Plumbing 
Handbook by Carroll Smith. It’s a 
valuable resource tool for building 
cars and goes into great detail on all of 
the subjects. Earl's Performance Prod- 
ucts (Dept. KC, 825 E. Sepulveda, Car- 
son, СА 90745) is also a fount of 
knowledge and one of the best sources 
of fittings, adapters and hoses around. 
Ken's Specialty Auto (315/793-0639), 
which contributed information for my 
‘answer, is another good source. You 
may alsowant to contact Russell Per- 
formance Products (Dept. KC, 2645 
Gundry Ave., Signal Hill, CA 90806) 
and Aeroquip (Dept. KC, 300 S. East 
Аре, Jackson, MI 49203). 


Turbocharged Fiero 

Thought my first issue of Kit Car 
recently and found it to be one of the 
most interesting and unique publica- 
tions Гуе ever read. In the Kit Tech 
section, Icame across a letter titled 
“Ferocious Fiero” which mentioned a 


Quad 4 turbocharger kit available 
through PISA. According to the col. 
umn, the kit can boost output from 
180 to 325 hp. Wow, that seems 
tremendously high. My question con, 
cerns the installation of this new tus 
bocharged four-banger. Is it as easy 
as a few bolts here and there, or wilt 
need to modify the engine compart. 
ment significantly and spend hours 
mounting the turbocharger to an un. 
willing engine block? This sounds 
like a great option for increased poy. 
er, but I'm worried about the time 
and difficulty of installing the turbo 
onto the block and the engine into 
the Fiero. 


Matt Jordan 
Tacoma, WA 


It’s common to expect as much as a 
50 percent increase in power from us- 
ing a forced-induction system such as 
a turbocharger or a supercharger. 
Higher boost levels can produce the 
‘amount of power claimed by PISA 
(602/376-1550), but durability may 
suffer. To answer your question, the 
Quad 4 install in the Fiero is rather 
straightforward since there's plenty of. 
room for it. Virtually no modification 
to the engine compartment is required, 
but a proper job will take some time 
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COBRAS 


lc Roadsters, Ltd. Cobra 


Gorgeous. Deep buo wold e 
anteater 
327, Borg Wamer Sspd, sterio, eem ae 


Titled & licensed, Factory-built 


ed w/chamoisint. 28: 
5,000 mi. Great "daily driver." 


LAE "Gentleman's Cobra", 


New & Used 
Cobras on 


$39,900. 


و 


5 HP 289, C-4 auto. Less than 
$29,900. 


Driven about 50 test miles. Black pipes 
Entry-level СМС Cobra, 
You dont have o spend your ite savi 


L A Exotice 
British Racing Grex 


to 
SL w/C-4 auto trans $249) 


Boalt, Сатов өп. 260 W б-а алы eee 


$27,500, 
Black Wetripe > 


and patience. Installing the turbo is 
just a matter of attaching it to the ex- 
haust system—not to the block. 


Young Street Rodder 

Tm a regular reader of your maga- 
zine, and I was wondering if you 
could put together an article on how 
to build a '29-34 Ford Deuce. I'd also 
like to know which engine you'd rec- 
ommend. Since I'm only 14 and don't. 
have much money, I might buy a 71 
Firebird without an engine. I'd ap- 
preciate any suggestions on engines, 
parts and accessories as well as some 
quality statistics on the '71 Firebird, 
Td also like to know how to get a 
four-cylinder Suzuki engine to pro- 
duce more than 200 hp. 


Jason Giraulo 
Palm Coast, FL 


Jason, we love your enthusiasm and 
your desire to get started in the car 
hobby at such a young age. But to cor- 
rect one thing, a Deuce refers to a ‘32 
car. You can obtain '29-'34 Ford street- 
rod parts rather easily these days giv- 
en the booming street-rod business. 
You can purchase complete chassis, re- 
production steel and fiberglass bod- 
ies—and everything in between. One of 
the most popular engine choices for 
street rods is the Chevy 350 V8 because 
ofits power potential and the avail: 
ability of aftermarket parts to make it 
look good and run well. A '71 Firebird 
might be a good car on which to learn 
about modifying and fixing automo- 
bile components. It would also give 
you a good start toward building a 
Street rod since you may be able to use 
the front suspension components, the 
rearend, the transmission and numer- 
ous other parts to get started on a rod 
chassis. We wouldn't devote a lot of 
time to the Suzuki project. Hang in 
there and read everything you can get 
your hands on about modified cars. 
Petersen Publishing is a great place to 
start since we also publish Hot Rod, 


UK & EXPORT 
MAIL ORDER CATALOGUE 


Rod & Custom and Car Craft, among 
other magazines, which would have 
more details on these subjects. 


What's the Diff? 

Tve thoroughly enjoyed your great 
magazine for many years, and I look 
forward to each issue. Your informa- 
tion has carried me through the con- 
struction of a show-winning Everett- 
Morrison Cobra kit. My kit came 
complete with late-model Corvettesus- 
pension which included the Dana 36 
differential. The problem is that this 
particular differential is from an auto- 
matic car and is equipped with a 3.08:1 
gear ratio. This gear doesn't really al- 


64 Pages of Full Colour in 
with over 3000 Specialist] 


our new 1996 Brochure | 


Car Products for Vintage, 
Classic, Replica & 
Motorsport Enthusiasts. 


For your copy phone, fax or post your address: 
For orders through 

our U.S.A sales dept. | 

EUROPAU.SA, | 

1113 WINDFALL RD, | 

UTICA, | 

NEW YORK, | 


For direct Trade sales 

EUROPA SPECIALIST SPARES, 

FAULD INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, 

TUTBURY, 

BURTON ON TRENT, 

STAFFORDSHIRE, 13502, 

ENGLAND DEI3 9HR. U.S.A. 

Tel: 011 44283815609 Tel: 315793 0639) 

Fox: 011 44 283 814976 Fax 315793 9328 
7577 


low for very good performance from my 


427 Ford and four-speed Top Loader 
transmission. To date, I haven't had 
any luck locating a replacement 
gearset. I believe a 3.70:1 ratio or 
something close would be best. Can 
you help? I don’t want to be forced to 


‘switch to a Dana 44, which would un- 
doubtedly require other modifications. 


Dennis Needleman 
Woodland Park, CO 


Mid-America Designs (800/500- 


8388) shows an 84-91 3.73:1 differen- E ч 


tial for late-model Vettes in its cata- 
log. Apparently, it's a proprietary re- 
build for automatic or manual trans- 
mission cars from a certified GM 
remanufacturer. Mid-America has 
other rebuilds too, so you should give 
the company a call. 
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= = Warlock Designs’ Pharitom 
VI (left took homie a slew 
of awards. and the compa- 
n the AHA's 
‘Prestigious Good Manufac- 
~ turing Practices trophy. 


As in the past, ST Sport 
(714/952-3050) appeared at 
the show with an air of 
mystery, this time with an 
F50-style Fiero rebody. The 
company politely declined all 
offers of feature coverage. 


ing from Calgary, 
Canada, CK3 Design 
(806/454-7627) 
displayed a hint of 
Peon things to come with 
these three vehicles its new Rossa Fiero 
encapsulate the most conversion. К wasn't Ё 
popular choices in the completed in бте for 
7 kit market today—an the show, but this 


;athering U a Rich Harvest of Italianized Fiero, a Co precision-engineered. 

at the Knott's "Berry Farn bra replica andthe W- | ` + body kit showed a lot 

S Berry Farm Show .. .. ; based Blaze rebody. of promise. 

By Steve Temple 
t first glance, somebody might have thought th 

А [ub deine ооо е 
prancing horses wasn’t the Southern California 


gathering of Maranello's finest on Rod wast 
annual Fun Under the Sun event sponso RO E 


sored by tl ssoci- К 2 b 
ation of Handcrafted Automobiles (AHA). У е 490 2 Е я - unique body 
A few years ago, the F-word was only faintly heard in the 3 А fue: 


replica market. Lately, thou; 

changed. Except for the Cone one 
show received as much sincere 
cars as the prancing horse, Th 
the Dino, GTO, Testarossa 
California Spyder from Prec 


In keeping with the Italian flavor of the show 
of Countach replicas were on display stat Nate 
y as well, but the stand- 
out Lambo look-alike was Warlock's diabolical From, à 
1 arcc um only a gray-primered inni 
Phantom VT (“Body Double,” July '95). It was во good that pest of Show this year, LER Srp pe ede a 
ng way in a short time, 


PHOTOGRAPHY: STEVE TEMPLE, ERIC RICKMAN, DAVID FETHERSTON 


BUMPER CROP 2 


Sg) Although this 


articular vehi- new Pantera 
Cle needed a bit style Fiero n 
more time in the оду, callog 
oven, the Blaze, antera (get 
offered jointly by 19), is now ava 
Street Dream | able for anin 
(303/770-5441) troductory 
and Q.C.E. price of onl 
(918/253 $2995. Conta 
6549), set Fantera at 
things afire. 619/940-0107 


Professional kit assemblers such as PM Motorsports 
(714/744-0152) showed off their handiwork. 


Pickering Trikes (714/493-4703) rolled out the new Vettster 
with a Buick V6 and a three-speed automatic tranny. 


The Rhino is a GTO-style Datsun Z-car rebod 
ously offered by Blue Ray. It is now said to pde 
through a new company, Stable Autoworks (214/680. 


Vincent Hudson's Tomahawk chopped its way to the top of the‏ م 


le 
3731), heap to capture a number of trophies, including the AHA's 


Best of Show амаг 


(From right to left) The 
Veepster VW rebody 
from Sun Valley Au- 
totech (602/991-8975) 
showed a fresh ap- 
proach to an old fa- 
vorite; the Allard from 
Hardy Motors 
(619/421-5920) took 
the category for Late 
Sports Roadster; and 
Vintage had both a 
Speedster anda 550 


Warlock Designs received several 

awards, including the AHA’. 

Good Manufacturing Practices trophy 
The show wasn't all Euro-style, 

thanks to the usual phalanx of Co- 

bras, including one with a 


$110,000. 


Spyder on display. 


turnkey form for the ve 


based LAE Manufacturing dominated 
the show area in the sheer number of 
cars. Oddly enough, several of the 

more established players in the Cobra 


Judging from the quality of 


with an entirely ١ 
new type of snakeskin. Johnex came pac ontemporary Classic's market didn't make the show or were 
all the way from Toronto with its 427. pesona Coupe that was aot represented by local customers, 2$ 
powered Daytona Coupe replica sone were worthy oft in past years. That's their loss, be- 
Based on the Willment Goto diis ohnex got the nod th cause several companies seemed to be 


new model is available only in 
20KIT CAR 


ıe most common Coby 
far was the 427 roadster, Locally 


doing steady busi 
ly business at the show, 
vaso than usual, One big surprise 
5 Vincent Hudson's Tomahawk Co- 


plica by 


This stylish and silvery Auburn from The Classic Factory 
(909/629-5968) was the classiest in the neoclassic category. 


derneath is a tube frame with a Ford 9-inch rearend and Mus- 
tang Il fronts, And stuffed under the front hood is a Chevy V8! 


Guess what the Rodster rebody uses for a donor vehicle—a 
Chevy 5-10 Blazer! This new vehicle is available from 
Caroselli Design (310/322-2767). 


bra replica, which won the AHA's Best to be a resurgence i 
of Show award (see “Trophy Time" 
elsewhere in this issue), The Toma- 
hawk is actually a loose interpreta- 
tion of theoriginal Cobra's lines be- 
cause this kit is a Datsun rebody 
(‘Snakeskin Z-Car," March '96). 

For other kit enthusiasts, VW pow- 
eris the only way to go. And while 
that may be a well-worn approach by 
some folks’ standards, there appears. 


its debut as did the 
Other new VW kits 


replica. 
Finally, for those 


bodies. The long-awaited Riot made 


British-made GP Spyder, the Veep- 
ster and Vintage Spyder's 550 Porsche 


the unorthodox, there was the Rodster 
rebody for the Chevy S-10 Blazer, the 
Pickering Trike and, last but not 


This custom creation from Andy Huang (818/568-1971) showed 
some strong F50 influence in the body styling. Beneath the skin is 
a midmounted Chevy V8 and a Renault transaxle. 


We're not quite sure what the designer had in mind here, nor 
can we figure out what to do in case of a flat tire. 


Holy kit cars! Echo Enterprises (909/207-6019) now has a 
Batmobile replica. 


Dave Hops of Monster Motorsports (619/738-7592) dis- 
played the only aluminum-bodied Cobra replica at the show. 


in Beetle-based re- least, the Batmobile. Holy bumper 
crop, Batman! кс 

similar Blaze. š 

includedthe 


with a taste for 
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CRL—Fargo, North Dakota 


‘This kit has the distinction of hav 
ing sold the most unit as- | Tinks and panhard rod bar in the rear. The body and 


m sembly manual is superb a nd the 
N Qd parts called for are easily ob- | | ` Although slightly smaller than the 
rz A tained. The car is somewhat ‘cle had significantly more interior and 
5 ) | longer than the standard, 94.5" | | tors. Also included are steel door rein- 
لكت‎ forcements. We found the long list of options objectionable however, evene 


wheelbase vs 90", and more easily 


| wheelbase ve $0" ler buyers. The | | ter adding their costs, this was still the most affords xit. The company 
Ihe lasting popularity of Carroll | size difference is noticeable in the | does not have and 800 # and its sales literature was the poorest in the group. 
ne Ying popularity of Carrol sie die body which is chopper | | It does have an internet web site tiorem arbon com/lonestar. A $1,000 de- 
чул Gobra and the growing | алтей does not compare favor- | | positis requir d when ordering. final payment is due at delivery. 
desire to drive a sports car where ably with the others in the group | — 


which are hand laid. A 
gun is a method of appl: 
glass where the glass is 
strands and sprayed into 
with high quantities of г 


opper | LAE—Buena Park, California 
per | LAE et ie delivered partially assembled. We included a credit of $2,000 for the 
"io | assembly and for the suspension components not included in the 

e mold | comparison of $1,250. The company said that 

in. | customer complaints have related to a 
Hand laid fiberglass is applied |. fault in the wiring harnesses and inade- 
ing intact fiberglass mat or woven | quate fiberglass work under the hood. 
cloth roiled into the mold with The company has indicated that 


the sterco plays the tane of a Ford 
gine through а pair of side pi 
iven way to countless replicar alter- 
natives, We have chosen to review five 
ofthese companies, They each claim to 
offer a rensonably priced way to enjoy 
и 427 SC Cobra that can be assembled 
hy a home builder with little or no au- 


tomotive experience, To keep them a 
лоласи E M E Cloud Phuunts of resin Assembly | the wiring harness problems have @ 
Mao pL سد ماف ونيم عدص‎ « difficulties involve the dash instal- | been corrected А $2,500 de- " 
kit, For companies where additional lation and covering and door align. | posit iS ied when 
parts or assembl [эсе red: ment. To the companies credit, it | placing your orcer / 
ОЙТКЕТ | mwovides steel reinforcement | 50% of the balanos ш m 
those that did not include a fisted part, Beams in the doors and provides | is required when ff 
Шс folios orien, ora еен beams in esistance with an 800 | the kit is putin- / 
malo was added. The result is akil #. The literature is excellent and | fa ی‎ 4 
price comparison where apples are x easily understood. Deposit re- | The final 50 3 
plon, Finally we conducted a review of quired $2,500. Payment due prior | 01 ae ved 
ha companies policies concerning. i devi is required on 
toma a ener de | |» | 
as | SSS A A عمس‎ 
Item Description Um т | F-5—Wareham, Massachusetts. 
Kit Prico cnt FS LAE LSG This is the newcomer to the group. Its product has been 
12,995 9,900 139 sv designed around a donor 5.0 mustang and utilizes many 
Кате Assembly Y * „995 7,395 15,146 of its parts. In addition to parts availability, the upgrade 
Iberglass. Y ۷ Y j to a fuel injected engine is a real plus. The standard chop- 
Hand Laid Glass NIA. x Y Y x por body which we viewed was not competitive with oth- SV—Platte Center, Nebraska 
Suspension (1) 825 1,300 Y x Y | ers in the group so we included the hand laid version in The kit used in the price comparison was the superior 
Side Pipes 400(2) Y Y | the price comparison, This kit uses external trunk hinges | | kit C. The credit relates to the rear disk brake kit, 4- 
Headers M Y 56 Y Y | the price fonPeome trunk paint with use, and the front | | core radiator, front spindles, and used rear end. The 
Fuel Tank 395 295(2) T3 395 Y bumpers are inadequately supported as compared to oth- imited number or required options makes this one of 
Wirlng Harness. Y 2002) 7 325 Y | ers їп the group. Construction time is somewhat in- the most complete kits in the group. The kit builder 
Latches/Sirikers x 3750) Y 32 ers in ine Bip disassembly of the donor. On the positive | | needs to glass the trunk compartment into the body 
Windshield Y ў Y 395 3 | Side the aluminum panels which are attached under the | | and is required to weld the door hinges to the steel at- 
Windwings/Sui Y Y 469 Y fiberglass are attractive and add to the authentic appear" tachment brackets, and the roll bar to the frame. The 
[es ше: 195 Y Y 545 X ance ofthe completed car. A $990 deposit is required. Fi- company has an assembly video as w ell as an 8008. De- 
i Y 270 299 Y nal payment is due 10 days prior to ship date. The com- | | posit required $500. Final payment due on delivery. 
pr 445 КА 1,395 - Y pany reserves the right to make partial shipments. (Best terms of the group.) 
s 
Lights “ 345(2) © 400 M 
Filler Cap Y 345 
275 Y Y THE VERDICT IS: 
tm is: Y M 195 E Y ! TE were the only basis upon which to reach a decision, the differences would be pretty slim. CRL, t 
Rolibar риа Vi Y Y v Y costly will typically offer a $3,000 discount over the phone ‘which would bring their price to within $725 of Ls 
250 99 Y | costly will و‎ discount. Price differences aside, LSC offers the best quality product Кы he топе doo 
Credits (Extras) Y Y 450 125 85 | i ents, custom adjustable suspension, hand laid body ‘vith molded dash, and vastly superior interior room 
Total Cost (1,030) 3,250) _ 295 Y: | make this the most attractive finished product in the group. The manual, which includes over 100 professional draw 
(1) Parts. 15725 12,085 i Y (1.750) ings is excellent, and the frame rigidity as mea ured by an independent engineering firm was outsta ding. The con: 
Barts require to mount the tront and rear end, 14,868) 25000, 0 тер of using a donor vehicle (F-5) is fine, but just as often as not, your once 1 a lifetime investment may be completed 
OE tear Links $200, Springs $200, Shocks. San for comparison as follows: Fr 18,631 with all new parts. The LSC kit can han 
b пог car part. Presum: No adjustment for Coj Ws: Front Control Arms 
iably these amounts would be included in the de Ao de *Cobra is a registered trademark. Investments Research Inc. is in no way connected to the holders of this trademark. 
lonor car cost. Investments Research, Inc. is an affiliate of Lone Star Classics, Ine. 
Advertisement 
Advertisement 


THE ROCK 


Stoneleigh Once Again Proves It’s the Solid 
| Foundation of the British Kit Car Scene 


all-new kits on display, 
Cena ee 
marked a return to the 
good old days of 
Stoneleigh when experi. 
mentation and excite- 
ment were the norm. 
Shelby Cobra and Lotus 
7 replicas still form the 
backbone of the U.K. in- 
dustry, but promising 
highlights among the 
newcomers include the 
Chesil 550 Spyder, the 
A&M EX2, the Genesis 
and the Blackjack. Our 
personal favorite for 
sheer cheekiness was 
the utterly wild Bandit. 
For more details about 
the kits featured here, 
foc tA contact the show orga- 
D cinch itions (listed in the source box), for 
кен ee و‎ on all the manufacturers md 


By Chris Rees 


ay “kitcar show" to 
anyone in the 
United Kingdom, 


and the word. 

| “Stoneleigh” immedi- 
ately follows it. This 
spring jamboree, held at. 
the National Agricul- 
tural Centre in 
| Stoneleigh, Warwick- 
shire, still holds its 
head up as the kit show 
ofthe year, despite in- 
tense compelition from 
other big events. 

Even with its growing 
rd of confidence, the in- 

ustryisstillnoclear Тһе figures looked good this igh: fi 
SEE MET UPPER 

lag 14 : 
кре Over the enters and an attendance of 42,000 overalwel up on last year 
| he total number of manufacturers was no greater tha i 
| last year, but the number of new cars puce ас 
| show was well up—the show organizer pointed to a dozen 


The name Richard Oakes may be fa- 
miliar since he designed the all-time 
classic Nova exotic (Sterling in the 
States). His latest projectis called the 
Blackjack, and it’s a finely detailed lit- 
tle trike which uses a Citroen 2CV en- 


EA gine. English kit enthusiasts are more 
accepting of three-wheelers than their 
‘American counterparts are, so the 
Blackjack attracted a great deal of fa- 
vorable comment. The Blackjack will be 
going into production in the summer. 


After some eight years of development, 
the EX2 from A&M Specialist Cars was 
finally shown to the public at Stoneleigh. 
It got a good reaction too, thanks to its 
smart styling and obvious integrity. The 
Last oar Dax dplayed'tenew Kamala “OY Cinder engine ie midmountedand Theres always an unofficial “lemon of 
Кезен form. Here its ready to roll бука тапал output of 280 hp. This е Show” award, and sadly the Revera 
with ts glass and interior fitted. The Ka- — jenotaone-donorcar—ttakesparts took it. Finish quality was lacking, and 
mala uses midmounted Ford Cosworth ^ according to their suitability. the engineering was rather rough. The 
power (up to 350 hp of it) and goes like questionable donor is the Austin 

stink. Dax is one of the U.K.'s biggest kit Princess. We hope to see some im- 
car operations. provements by next year's show. 


The amazing Bandit from the Concept 
Car Company was perhaps the most in- 
novative offering at the show, incorpo- 

rating fun hot rod and car styles in a ve- 


A big attraction outdoors was an offer to 
ride in the chunky Dakar 4x4 over a de- 


Peter Ashdown's Fiero-based Candy Ap- 
ple Finale has been a great hit both In 
the U.K. and in export markets and is 
now available in the States through PISA 


manding off-road course. Hundreds of 
people discovered that the Dakar is one 
of the best off-road vehicles of all time. 
The Dakar is based on the V8-powered 


hicle reminiscent of Ghia's Zig and Zag 
concepts. The engine is Rover or Peu- 
geot. You get four seats, a boldly sculpt- 
ed interior and a detachable hardtop 


After Nemesis comes Genesis. This пе, 

at Thi 
ол те roadster, гапа нае ТЫГАТ отеу лап лен coupe wi Fer 
Чад илал сатышты O 
arent any dre ne роне ed There — wellinthe States because ofits d onor ve- 
roof bat en and you don't got a hicle—the Fiero. twas actually designed 
tal gearbox andlols pomera uey YA ero Factory customer and was so 
lightweight machine. The erui Vey, good that the company decided to put t 
be the begimning озот” could onthestandinbuckfonme T 


Nemesis is the Greek godd 
олеш ы ен ачма ы 
ure. Now its an impressively wel-bu 
car as well: a Ferrari Testarossa look, 
alike with a tubular-steel. chassis, а 
fiberglass body and Jaguar running 
gear. There's space for a midmounted 
small-block V8, a Jaguar V12 or a four 
or five-cylinder Audi engine, ١ 


| 24KITCAR 


Countach replicas аг 
5 are everywhere at. the 

The ent but here's one that's different. 
ques zu ias its own unique character 
ERE du mods such as straked air 
lamps لع بي‎ front spoiler and triple head- 
Sins. lt even more unusual under the 

9. e easy bits come from the Fiat 


X1/9, 
1 х8 о virtually any four-cylinder 


PHOTOGRAPHY: CHRISREES 


o 
У 


Range Rover. 


(602/376-1550). The Finale has been 
refined with new air ducts behind the 
cockpit, a deeper front spoiler and re- 
shaped apertures for the headlights and 
taillights. 


and windscreen. 


SOURCE 


Grosvenor Exhibitions 
Dept. KC 

Grosvenor House 

81 London Rd. 
Spalding, Lincs. 

United Kingdom. 

phone (fromthe U.S.) 
01144 1775 712100 

011 44 1775 713125 (fax) 


It has been almost impossible to get a 
Porsche 550 Spyder replica in the U.K., 
but leading Porsche replicator Chesil 
Speedsters has plugged the gap. The 
result is a beautifully engineered car de- 
veloped from an existing well-known 
German replica and boasting a tubular- 
steel chassis, a midmounted VW Beetle 
engine and a host of authentic details. 


There were displays from no less than 95 
‘owners’ clubs during the weekend. These 
are some of the cars in the Mirage 

ers Club area. The Mirage is one of the 
best of the Countach replicas in the U.K. 
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Financially troubled A.C. Cars' alumin 
um-bodied Cobr: 
premium-grade product in both quality and price. U.S, dealer 


David Wagner (313/323- i 
Pavia Wagner (2187 23-0462) has imported about six 


The aluminum-bo 


and aumirum-bodied Aquila wowed 


lest of Show trophy. 


everyone, including us, 


Catlisle's Kit/p. pli 
Nationals Had rop 

ements of Excitement 
By Steve Temple 


obody ever said 
4 said show busine: 
Nem venus as eany. Take 


istoric stadium on 
arlisle, Pennsylvania 

quite completed in 
they say, the show 


ren't enough, 
a ferc auth, at the KitReplicar 


must go on, As if th; 

Nationals in early ms 
through the show, tear? 
Per towels. The show, 


ы 9 ike someth f 

ie 2 مدر ايسا‎ r, complete with hing out o! 

In addition to its XK 120 З É| venio 4 enthusiasts, the weather won clouds, But for 

and Collectible Autos (800, aan 219 SS 100 replicas, Antique closer Ios айй simply gave tU was but a minor incon- 

Jaguar kit as well. 10) is developing an ХКЕ ook at the indoor displays, Таа Porttnity to take a 
n 


а SE - 
US aem 


4 they find there? Unlike the Knott 
op" elsewhere in this issue) with its 
ux Ferraris, Carlisle was crowded with Cobras. N 
than half of the displays had replisnakes or parts of them 
for sale. Judging from this turnout, the kit market basicat- 
ly can be summed up as Cobra replicas—and then there's 
everything else. The market for these overpowering, over- 
achieving roadsters continues to expand and diversify. 
While there were simply too many of them todescribe in 
detail, here are the highlights: Factory Five Racing's low- 
buck 3.0 Mustang-based kit has created an entirely new 
niche, and the company is growing by leaps and bounds— 
so much that the resurrected goliath Classic Roadsters is 
developing a similar product to take advantage of this new 
boom. Veteran player Contemporary Classic will soon be 
rolling out a 289 FIA replica, adding to similar offerings by 
at least five other companies. Superformance had its new 
aluminum-bodied 427 Cobra on display, and it plans to in- 
troduce a Daytona Coupe later this year. The most exact- 
ing—and expensive— Cobra on display, however, was from 
the ailing A.C. Cars, which as of this writing is about to 
change hands. 

For all those kit enthusiasts suffering from too many 
snakebites—and sometimes even we feel like saying 


Priced at an astonishingly low $3990, the new Q.C.E. Spyder 
from Street Dream (303/793-0663) has a 2x4-inch tubular 
space frame with Mustang Il or VW torsion-bar front suspen- 
sion and a GM A-body (Oldsmobile Cutlass or Ciera) front- 
wheel-drive setup relocated to the rear (similar to the Fiero) 


Tornado Sports Cars USA (800/724-0522) whirled in with an 
immaculate GT40 replica. This demo was built on a tubular 
space frame, but a semimonocoque chassis patterned after. 
the original's is available as well. 


Bold City (904/355-9030) had a Mastretta with a different 
type of VW power—a water-cooled Scirocco engine. An open- 
top model is now in the works. 


рар (330/745-2542] ОПА ITE 
the last minute with two Corvette. 
Grand Sports; a roadster; and a 
coupe which was powered by a: 
monster 540ci engine good for 


ANTIQUE & COLLECTIBLE AUTOS INC 


2 falo, М.Ү. 2 
duse “> & 
( ) 34 FORD i 

()427 COBRA 


4 Е 
aoo aa СОЯ عي‎ 


(2 ХК-120 JAG 


Call or Write for your i 
your informati 
Saah fox postageendbaidiiig, c 8.01.00 


МАМЕ: 


ADDRES 
сту. 


НОМЕ 
PHONE: __ BUS. PHONE: 


We hav 
ышы пзш UM 
Вера со ы ee inio each 
assembly, reo featuring: Ease 
choice no cee Finish (Color of yo" 
bodies(Our pra necessary), Exactinf 
Will Intec et Rod bodies & fenders 
change with original cars) 2? 


Perfor; 
'erformanee Suspension. 


1-800-245.131 0 


ere were a lot of ne 
and Exotic Rebodie 
with a Benz 
del had a si 
ith its Q.C.E 
anch rumble 
Hard Bo 


hunder 


Blaze kits, and 
ening and Riot model: 


Era Replica Automobiles (860/224- 
0253) invariably puts on the classiest 
display with its GT40 and Cobra repli- 
сав. Rumor has it that the company 
Working on a Ford J-car replica, but 
there's no definite date of introduction. 
On the other hand, the firm's new 289 
FIA ("Period Piece,” November '95) has 
a six-month waiting list. 


Superformance's Jimmy Price (left) and 
importer Ron Rosen were really happy 
about the company's new $19,000 alu- 
minum-bodied option. 


ipyder and 
in with its Light 


Yes, Indy Exotics 
Attack Cobra 
takes a few—OK, 
a lot of liberties. 
with the lines of 
the original, but 
this Corvette re- 
body Kit contin- 
ues to be a popu- 
lar item. Next to 

it was a buffet 
out Benz SL-style 
reskin for (һе 
Chrysler LeBaron 
from New Eng- 
land Exotic 


j. Exotic E; E e ingenuity 

ota МЕ? instead of ti 

Countach Fiero underpinnings. Not to be outdone, D&R's 

Lambo look-alikes, the Countach- and 8 

ant objects of admiration throu 

hands-dc of the show was th 
à Motore: 


is 
Countach body m 


hout the show 
Aquila 


Rebodies | 


(508/374-7503). 


05 


Motorsport Spe 


Exotic 
Enterprises 
(201/ 
956-7570) 
surprised 
everybody 
with a Toyota 
MR2-based 
Countach, 
and the com- 
pany also 
displayed a 
Diablo-style 
Fiero 
rebody. 


cialties (800/621-8408) 


couldn't stop smiling about reactions to 


its Compomotiv 


е Cobra-style bolt-on 


Wheels and new Countach replica hubs. 


Contemporary Classic’s 
dealer, Coventry 
Restorations (717/288- 
2881), brought а Cobra 
with a big-block in the 
front and a bottle of ni- 
trous in the rear. With 
this setup, it looked as 


Well, we're really not so sure that Jackie 
three- 


though it could take off 

a whole lot faster than 

this whirlybird that flew 
| in for the show. 


fea- 
This custom creation, available in turnkey form only, 
t 


ey gs styling in 
es a lovingly crafted aluminum skin with 01 Sher 


yy: 
i Aston Martin, Scarab, Lister and others А THE WEST COAST'S 
аг was so drop dead gorgeous it was a sho» in for our : E=XoTI CS LARGEST COBRA MANUFACTURER 
Best of Show award. No, it's not an Oscar trophy, but as far » 


те concerned, the Aquila deserves one. And that, 8% 


a 
PISA (602/376-1550) has just added the British-desiggy ` 
Finale (see “The Rock’ elsewhere in this issue) tots 


Fiero conversions. 
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Start With A Kit You Can Finish. 
L.A.Exotics Cobra Kit rolls off the truck at your door complete and already 
assembled. The body is gel-coat color of. your choice with hood, doors and trunk 
hinged, [Шр chassis with all Ford suspension, 4-wheel disc brakes, 9" Ford f | 


Tear end, rack & pinion steering, gas tank, all lights, fuse box, wiring harness, 
pedal assembly, windshield, gauges and much , much more. 


= ӘЖ ; For More Information & L.A EXOTICS 
| А Б. | ere р ey Free Literature Write: 6980 Hermosa Circle, Buena Park, Ca 90620 4 523-8464 


The Paladimo from J.M. Design Auto Sport (819/688- 
2631) showed how to create а more cavalier image for a 
Chevy Cavalier. 


§ chassis for its Corvette Grand Sport replicas features 
an original-style fram, апо Spor:replicas fe 
suspension суру пы layout but comes with late-model 3 


EEG у» 


ЭЛТЕЙЕ УЕ 
^ ya / Б = 
59 / ل‎ SiGe 


LAE. has been building Custom Order Gars for over 15 years! We have 
‘now taken our expertise and experience in the car building trade to offer 
yau the fnest 3:Window 34 Ford on the market taday..al this 
and financing too. Its your choice, order your 34 complet, 


Regal Roadsters (608/273-4141) com: 
bined old and new in its 55 Thunderbird 


егей by a late-model 5.0-lit 
With electronic fuel injection, ° V8 


partially assembled or in separate pieces. 
Cart ل‎ Chip Miller еп) 9 0 0 
received the Meguiar's Анаш لي‎ Despite a firo that destroyed the "STAGE?" PKG: $9, 
iC Pena E im and Concession area, Carlisle B Includes: Complete 34 Ford Body & Grille Shell, Chassis 
sends rer er ne Be) 


the show. The award Was devel 
honor those individuals who have ШЕ 
nificantly influenced the collector. e; 
hobby. in addition to being owners 
and promoters of collector cars, the 
two have also been involved in a num. 
ber of community service programe, 
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terrific show, 


"ceo pc; $14, 999 sos. 
Includes: “Stage 1" Pacage, PLUS. Fof Mustang LES, Ford Pack & Pinion, Front 
‘Shocks, Ford 9" Rear End, Rear Coil Over Shocks, Front Disc Brakes, Rear | ‘Drum Brakes, 
Starr Clin, Piso ound Te sel Or 01 адка) Fess 

ring Column, Fuse Block (Mounted To Fire п Request), firing ı 1 -8464 
Gauges (Installed On. peti Head Lights, Tail Lights, Front & Rear Turn Signals, Parking (714) 52. 
Lights & Gas Tark. LA. Street Reds • A Division of L.A.E. Automobile Mig. 

All Items Listed Above... Completely Installed! 6980 Hermosa Circle « Buena Park. CA 90620, Fax (714) 523-9162 


Ace Cobra 
Hailing from 
New Zealand, 
the Ace Cobra 
replica features 
a powdercoated 
round-tube 
frame with a 
custom indepen- 
dent rearend 
that uses a Ford 
9-inch differen- 
|. Priced at $29,000, this package comes partially asse: 
bled, without the engine, transmission, driveshaft, battery | 
and wiring. Body prep and paint are also required for com- 
pletion. A lightweight frame with small-diameter chrome- 
moly tubing is also an option, 


Ace Cobra, Dept. KC, 21422 Parthenia, Canoga Park, 
CA 91304, 818/885-5097 


American Fiberbodies International 

Whether you choose the AFI 50008 built on a MIG-weld- 
ed round-tube chassisor the AFI 40 Euro Coupe, a rebody 
for the Fiero, you'll end up with the exotic replica of your 
dreams. The 98.5-inch-wheelbase 50008 measures 168 
inches long and just 42 inches high. The suspension is a 
custom tubular setup with coil-overs, and the powertrain 
options include a GM V6 or V8 with a Porsche or ZF 


Here’s the Creati 


he most common inquiry р 

where to find this or that type of kit, So ı 

prise that we regularly run buyers’ gui 
sistin that search. Wha different about his 
lar guide, though, is that we've made an extra effort tp 
include only those products with which we've had direoy 
contact. That means we've personally checked out ай 
the kits shown here. We feel this firsthand inspection ig 
essential for a company to be included in our Top 100 
guide. That doesn't imply that if a company is not in the 

somehow lacking, but it does mean | 

we haven't included 
any products sight un- 
seen. We've estab- 
(| lished this standard of 
reality testing to bene. 
fit you, the prospective 
customer. Kit Car 
prides itself on supply- 
ing the most current, 
comprehensive and accurate information on the mar- 
ket, and this guide is a direct reflection of that effort. 
We're also featuring our picks for the five best buys and 
tips on how to save money on a new kit, where tofind 
deals on used kits and how to cut insurance costs. All 
in all, this buyer's guide issue is truly a guide for 
buyers.—Steve Temple, Editor 


no sur. 
'S lo as- 
artieu. 


transaxle. ‘The base price of the AF 140 Euro Coupe is 
$4200, and the base Price of the 5000S is $4995. A partially 
assembled Stage II 5000S runs $18,900, and the AF 140 
Stage II goes for $7995. 

American Fiberbodies Intl. ‚ Dept. KC, Р.О. Box 726, 
Xenio,OHA5385,51:/3723998 T : 


Antique & Collectible Autos 

iginally starting out with two replicas of vintage 
Jaguars, the SS 100 and the XK 120, A&C has expanded 
its line to include а Cobra replica, а” Willys, anda’34 


Ford Coupe with a 3-inch chopped top. All the kits come 
with color-gelcoated fiberglass bodies and use affordable 
suspension packages such as the Mustang II frontend and 
the Ford live-axle rearend. The SS 100 Jaguar base kit 
starts at $7995, the XK 100 at $8995. Either a four-cylin- 
der or V6 engine will fit in the SS 100, and the XK 120 can 
handle a small-block V8 as well. The Cobra and street-rod 
packages all have a base price of $10,995 and can be pow- 
ered by either a Ford or Chevy V8. 

Antique & Collectible Autos Inc., Dept. KC, 35 Dole St., 
Buffalo, NY 14210, 800/245-1310 


Auto Sport Performance Products 

Developed from Holman Moody's original GT40 Mark II 
molds, the Mark II body kit from Auto Sport Performance 
Products fits on any model of Fiero. This $7998 package 


comes with 12 lined, fiberglass components and all the 
trim and hardware necessary to complete the project 
ASPP charges $5000 to strip a customer's Fiero and install 
and paint the Mark II kit. A Mark I body kit is also under 
development. 

ASPP, Dept. KC, 1240E. Gilbert Dr., Ste. 2, Tempe, AZ 
85281, 602/966-9906 


Braden River Engineering 
Because the Jaguar Series 1 XKE has the same wheel- 
base and width as the first-generation Mazda RX-7, cutting 


down and reinforcing the RX-7 frame is all that is needed to 


fit the handlaid fiberglass XKE body from Braden River 
Engineering. The basic kit, at $4995, uses most of the Maz- 
da equipment (the headlights, window mechanisms, door 
and trunk latches and seats). The deluxe kit includes 
chromed trim, genuine reproduction bumpers, knock-off 
wire wheels, a windshield and more for $8995. 

Braden River Engineering, Dept. KC, 2604 Manatee Ave. 
E., Bradenton, FL 34208, 941/747-6146 


Caroselli Design 
Looking for a kit to modify the looks of your Chevy S-10 
Blazer? Priced as low as $6000, the new Rodster creates a 
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Auto Sport Performance Products 


Developed from Holman Moody's original GT40 Mark II 
molds, the Mark II body kit from Auto Sport Performance 
Products fits on any model of Fiero. This $7998 package 


comes with 12 lined, fiberglass components and all the 
trim and hardware neces the project. 


ASPP, Dept. KC, 1240 E. Gilbert Dr., Ste. 2, Tempe, AZ 
85281, 602/966-9906 


Braden River Engineering 

Because the Jaguar Series І XKE has the same wheel- 
base and width as the first-generation Mazda RX-7, cutting 
down and reinforcing the RX-7 frame is all that is needed to 


Ford Coupe with a 3-inch chopped top. All the kits come 
with color-gelcoated fiberglass bodies and use affordable 
Suspension packages such as the Mustang II frontend and 
the Ford live-axle rearend. The SS 100 Jaguar base kit 
starts at $7995, the XK 100 at $8995. Either a four-cylin- 
der or V6 engine will fit in the SS 100, and the XK 120 can 
handle a small-block V8 as well. The Cobra and street-rod 
packages all have a base price of $10,995 and can be pow- 
ered by either a Ford or Chevy V8. 


Antique & Collectible Autos Inc., Dept. KC, 35 Dole St., 
Buffalo, NY 14210, 800/245-1310 


fit the handlaid fiberglass XKE body from Braden River 
Engineering. The basic kit, at $4995, uses most of the Maz- 
da equipment (the headlights, window mechanisms, door 
and trunk latches and seats). The deluxe kit includes 
chromed trim, genuine reproduction bumpers, knock-off 
wire wheels, a windshield and more for $8995. 

Braden River Engineering, Dept. KC, 2604 Manatee Ave. 
E., Bradenton, FL 34208, 941/747-6146 


Caroselli Design 
Looking for a kit to modify the looks of your Chevy S-10 
Blazer? Priced as low as $6000, the new Rodster creates a 
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Ace Cobra 
Hailing from 

New Zealand, 
the Ace Cobra 
replica features 
apowdercoated 
round-tube 
frame with a 
custom indepen- 
dent rearend 
that uses a Ford 


9-inch differen- 
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CA 91304, 8190045 2422 Parthenia, Canoga Park, 
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Ford Coupe with a 3-inch chopped top. All the kits come 
with color-gelcoated fiberglass bodies and use affordable 
suspension packages such as the Mustang II frontend and 
the Ford live-axle rearend. The SS 100 Jaguar base kit 
starts at $7995, the XK 100 at $8995. Either a four-cylin- 
der or V6 engine will fit in the SS 100, and the XK 120 can 
handle a small-block V8 as well. The Cobra and street-rod 
packages all have a base price of $10,995 and can be pow- 
ered by either a Ford or Chevy V8. 


Antique & Collectible Autos Inc., Dept. KC, 35 Dole St., 


Buffalo, NY 14210, 800/245-1310 


Auto Sport Performance Products 

Developed from Holman Moody's original GT40 Mark II 
molds, the Mark II body kit from Auto Sport Performance 
Products fits on any model of Fiero. This $7998 package 


glass components and all the 

ary to complete the project. 
ASPP charges $5000 to stripa customer's Fiero and install. 
and paint the Mark II kit. A Mark I body kit is also under 
development. 


АЅРР, Dept. KC, 1240 E. Gilbert Dr., Ste. 2, Tempe, AZ 


| 85281, 602/966-9906 


Braden River Engineering 

Because the Jaguar Series I XKE has the same wheel- 
base and width as the first-generation Mazda RX-7, cutting 
down and reinforcing the RX-7 frame is all that is needed to 


fit the handlaid fiberglass XKE body from Braden River 
Engineering. The basic kit, at $4995, uses most of the Maz- 
da equipment (the headlights, window mechanisms, door 
and trunk latches and seats) The deluxe kit includes 
chromed trim, genuine reproduction bumpers, knock-off 
wire wheels, a windshield and more for $8995. 

Braden River Engineering, Dept. KC, 2604 Manatee Ave. 
E., Bradenton, FL 34208, 941/747-6146 


Caroselli Design 
Looking for a kit to modify the looks of your Chevy S-10 
Blazer? Priced as low as $6000, the new Rodster creates a 
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tion to the dono 
nore ager 
1 of pre-48 


totally different image with no modifica! 
mechanicals required. Also in the works isa m 
sively styled nose section that eaptures the fee 
street rods. 

Coroselii Design, Dept. KC, 128 Center St., Unit B, 
El Segundo, СА 90245, 310/322-2767 


CC Industries 

Thanks to CC Industries’ 
ness, the company's Сопсер! 
Corvette, so original and reproduction parts 


Ivement in the resto busi 


is an exact copy of 4 
are inter: 


changeable. The fiberglass body will fit a stock '57 chassis 

or can be bolted to a custom boxed-channel chassis modified 
with modern Mustang П front-suspension components. CC 
also carries all the trim, hardware and accessories neces. 
gary to finish the ob, Power omes from a smal-block 

Chevy. The body alone can be had for $10,995. A cì 
Fedele ЧЫ ne can be had for $10,995. А с 
Less expensive c 


ssis 

and solid rear-axle housing is $6000. 

mn assis setups are available as well. 
Industries, Dept. KC, 5865 

49125, 616/426-3342 нм 


ck Design 
CK? Design's Rossa exotic г 
іт? xotic replica package fits 
modified Fiero frame that has been chopped and extended 
PIA basie body package costs $4995, and a Stage 
includes all the components t 
the replica goes for $6995. Also under puse з 


512 TR replica in th 
in the same price 
and V8 conversions are optional. CKS 
т Group of Companies 
ето f panies Canad: 
pany with a 
ness operations. AS 


CK? Design Corp, 
., Dept. KC, 1350 
704, Las Ve , 1350 E. Flamingo 
Gs Vegas, NV69112, 800/454-7627 19° Rd, Ste, 


е. Turnkey vehicles 


isa subsidiary of 
а, a 73-year-old fam- 
tional scope of busi- 


oo KITS aes ae 
| Classic Antique Replicar Specialist 
| “take your pick of donor chassis for the CAR Speci 


Dio Tipo 61: Triumph's TR-3, TR-4 or TR-6; the Mi lalis, 


VW Beetle; or any other chi 


wheelbase and а 45%- to 52-inch track. Motors, 
Коп (100hp four-cylinder) to wild (454ci VA) melt 
to pay $1995 for the body only and $8995 more for an ava 
able rolling chassis. The Dio Tipo is also offered turnkey i 
race prep for $25,000 or with street trim for 832,000. ^ 
CAR Specialist, Dept. KC, 10712-D N. May Ave. 
Oklahoma City, OK 73120, 405/755-5522 


Classic Roadsters 

Whether your tastes lean toward American muscle or 
British sports cars, Classic Roadsters can satisfy. The com- 
pany offers both types in replica form. Ия $12.905 Cobra 
replica is a modernized version with an enlarged cockpit and 
Mustang I/Ford 9-inch underpinnings. The $11,995 Saxon 


у follows the lines of the original Austin-Healey, while 
519,995 Sebring MX has wider fenders and a hoodscoop 
fora sportier look. All of Classic Roadsters’ kits can accept 
either Ford or Chevy small-block V8 engines. 

Classic Roadsters, Dept. KC, 1617 Main Ave., Fargo, ND 
58103-1595, 800/373-9000 


D&B Enterprises 


For the sports car enthusiast with exotic tastes, D&B 
Enterprises replica of the’54 Maserati 46605 Barchetta 
is a savory offering. The original Barchetta was a consis- 


C-F Enterprises 

The Bristol-engined AC Ace of the '50s was the forerun- 
ner to the Shelby Cobra, The ersion from C-F Enter- 
{ses is built on an MGB roadster frame and is called the 


California Ace. The front suspension uses independent coil 
springs on unequal wishbones, and the rearend has half-el- 
liptic leaf springs. If the MGB's 1800cc fow 
doesn't do it for you, drop in a Buick 215ci or a Ford V6. 
CF Enterprises Ltd., Dept. КС, P.O. Box 1347-5C, Long 
Beach, CA 90801, 310/404-0522 


tent winner on Europe's roadcourses in the hands of leg- 
endary drivers such as Fangio and Moss. This handcrafted 
reproduction features a fiberglass body finished with alu- 
minum paneling. It includes V8 power options, disc. 
brakes, an A-arm front suspension anda four-link live- 
axle rearend. Both kits and turnkey cars can be ordered. 
‘The kit price starts at $13,000, and a turnkey car costs а 
minimum of $49,900. Send $10 for a brochure and photos. 
D&B Enterprises, Dept. KC, 27717 NW 41st Ave., Ridge- 
field, WA 98642, 360/887-1673 


D&D Corvette 
For those not familiar with the Corvette Grand Sports, 
these racers were a familiar sight in the ті-605 and went 


Contemporary Classic 
One of the distinctions of Contemporary 5 Cobra repli- 
cas, the SC roadster and the Daytona Coupe, is that their 
body molds are directly patterne d after two orig 1 Co- 
bras, the CSX3045 and the CSX2602, respectively. Both 
models closely follow the round-tube frames of the origi- 


head to head with Shelby's Cobras. D&D offers both coupe 
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totally different image with no modification to the donor's 
mechanicals required. Also in the works is а more ager 
sively styled nose section that captures the feel of pre-'48 
street rods. 

Caroselli Design, Dept. KC, 128 Center St. Unit B, 

El Segundo, CA 90245, 310/322-2767 
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dbesn't do it for you, drop in a Buick 215ci or a Ford V6. 


C-F Enterprises Ltd., Dept. KC, P.O. Box 1347-56, Long | 
Beach, CA 90801, 310/404-0522 | a 


Contemporary Classic 

One of the distinctions of Contemporary's Cobra repli- 
cas, the SC roadster and the Daytona Coupe, is that their 
body molds are directly patterned after two original Co- 
beds the CSX3045 and the CSX2602, respectively. Both 
models closely follow the round-tube frames of the origi- 


ations to accept Jaguar suspen- 
raster range from $8795 to 
каев and turnkey cars are 
has delivered more than 
id continues to be 


nals but with slight modific 
sion parts. Kit prices for the roa 
$17,500, and rolling-chassis раб 
available as well. Contemporary 
1500 Cobra replicas in the last 15 years an 
a leader in the industry. 


| D&D Corvette 


head to head wit! 


For those not familiar with the Corvette Grand Sports, 
were a familiar sight in ће mid-'60s and went 
h Shelby's Cobras. D&D offers both coupe 


hese race 


‘and roadster replicas of these ultimate Corvettes. A body 
kit starts at $10,900 and fits on either a Corvette donor 
chassis or a custom tube frame with 88-95 Corvette sus- 
pension pieces. 

D&D Corvette, Dept. KC, 1985 Manchester Rd., Akron, 
OH 44314, 330/745-2544 


Dream Machine 

‘This Corvette conversion package is available in two dif- 
ferent models, an open roadster and a closed car with an 
optional 383ci V8. A basic kit runs $7900, and a rolling 
chassis goes for $20,000. 

Dream Machine Productions, Dept. KC, 1320 NW 38th 
St. Gainesville, FL 32605, 352/336-4674 


Contemporary Classic Motor Car Co. Inc, Dept. КС, 115 
Hoyt Ave., Mamaroneck, NY 10543, 914/381-5678 
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D&R Replicars 

кали exotic looks without the exotic pr ice tag, А 
DER offers low-buck body conversions for the Fiera, These 
Lambo look-alikes start as low as $4495 (5000 or 26th An- 


i 


TO А 


niversary), and the Diablo-style Python 2000 costs $9995 
for the basic body kit without hardware. 

D&R Replicars, Dept. КС, 525 Haycock Run Rd., 
Kininersville, РА 18930, 610/847-2188 


Eagle Coach Work 

Both the 55100 replica and the XK120 replica from Ea- 
gle Coach Work are built on a custom-engineered ladder 
chassis using Mustang II running gear. A wide range of en- 
gine options are available, including a small-block V3, A 
long-wheelbase design and a low center of gravity give the 


= —— 
Everett-Morrison Motorcars p 
Tn order to bring the 60s Cobra into the ‘90s, Everett, 
Morrison has incorporated a number of technological im. 
provements into its mandrel-bent 4-ineh round-tube ehaz. 
is Although the company offers a budget-priced Mus 
Iive-axle version starting at $ M is better 


tang 


known for its use ofthe lat 


odel Corvette independent 
suspension. Partially as 


mbled ($19,191) and turnkey 
($31,640) cars are available as well. EM has also intro- 
duced a new turnkey King Cobra model with a super- 
charged 351W Ford and a hybrid chassis with Lincoln 
Mark VIII and custom underpinnings 


Everef-Morrison Motorcars, Dept. KC, 
Tampa. FL 33634, 813/887-5885 


5137 W. Clifton st, 


Era Replica Automobiles 
One of the oldest. 


nd most respected Cobra replicators, 
ERA, has introduced a 289 FIA/USRRC Competition 

Roadster model. As with the company's 427 SC replica, the 
chassis features rectangular-tube construction with X- 
member bracing and steel body reinforcement, along with 
а Jaguar IRS. In the front are custom-fabricated A-arms 


cars the character rsa 
lassie gel- 

asic kit goes for $8295; partial 
» $11,500; turnkey, $24,000, The XK 120 L^ 
ү оро partially assembled, $12,000; nid C 
jures lu b 1 ast 

a and rigid side a Sude a carpathian-eim burl 
оше Coach wi 
Buffalo, NY 14217 00. ер KC, 760 Northland Ave,, 


with modified Camaro s; 
kit price is $14,900 for t 
Turnkeys begin at $39, 
hr the ultimate in For 
ominating ERA GT 
the GT40 race car. The 


pindles and coil-over shocks. The 
the 289 and $17,900 for the 427. 
900 and $42,900, respectively. An! 
d performance, there's the LeMans- 
plica, an exacting reproduction of 
 original-style stainless-steel топо" 


1,716 
‘See [897-4292 


coque chassis carries a 


a 
tares cast als ева ZF transaxle, The model also fe 


triers, coil-over shocks, and a trans- 


with cast-alloy upr 
shocks. This race-quality ге 
tion, available in either the Mark I or 
Mark II version, commands a sum of 
$49,900 for the kit and $110,000 for 
an assembled vehicle. Gentlemen, 
start your engines. 

Era Replica Automobiles, Dept. KC, 
608-612 E. Main St., New Britain, CT 
06051, 860/224-0253 


Euro-Works 
Use the Euro-Works instructional 

videos to lengthen a donor Fiero chas- 

sis to 98% inches, and you'll have the 

frame for the Mirage S. Leave it alone. 
| and you can install the Mirage К re- 

body kit. A new option for the Mirage 
his y is a tube-frame chassis de. 

signed to accept a Corvette suspen- 
| sion, a Porsche gearbox and V8 power 
Asis, the Mirage S will still fita 
small-block Chevy, and a conversion 
is available for the lower-priced Mi- 
rage К. For $4995, the S-model body 


oe жзг 


To further review our offerings please send $5.00 to the addres listed below. 


Gk 
єк 
Gk 


Exotic recreations from the world’s finest stable. 


18" wheste wrapped in Glass. leather and wool = СК 


800.454.7627 


Las Vegas. Nevada $9112. 
E-mail Ck3@cia.com 


го Rd. Suite #704 
le 800.431.7627 


package includes doors (inner and outer), a. 
front hood, a rear trunk lid, an engine cover 
headlight pods, wing pedestals and a one- 
piece wing. Turkeys range from $30,000 to 
$55,000 depending on the frame chosen. The 
K package begins at $3795, with complete 
cars beginning at $22,000. 
Euro-Works Ltd., Dept. KC, 3771 Elleen Rd. 
Dayton, OH 45429, 513/293-6834 
کے‎ 
Exotic Enterprises 

Specializing in Italian-style sports car. 
conversions, Exotic Enterprises has just in- 
troduced a new twiston the popular Coun- 
tach kit. Instead of being limited to a Fiero 
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Factory Five Racing E =e 
Take a $10,000 kit and about 70 parts from a lato. moa 
Mustang and mix well, one of the del 5.9 


best Values foy 


donor car or a custom chassis, this replica body can also be 
fitted on a mid-engined Toyota MR2, Countach kits can b 
ordered with either the 5000 GT or the 25th Anniversary 
body style. Also available are a 308 style conversion for the 
'arofFirebird and Fiero rebodies inspired b 
Rep rebodies inspired by the Diablo 


Exotic Enterprises, Dept. KC, 459 Madeline Av 
Garfield, NJ07625, 201/9867870 ^ n ie 


Exotic Illusions 
Starting at $5500, the basic Eurosex 1000 Fi rel y 
kit from Exotic Illusions includes a prehung and hinga” 


hood and doors, ‘glassed inner door boxes, preinstalled and 


recessed headlamp pods and li 

ree = ids, and an assemb wi 

The split rear deck is offered in a bubble or louvered jie 

‘eror maage ша nie le nl 

im fee 8 wired and mounted VDO gauge 

а console, an instrument pod, dash arts pb red 
тїш panels ready for upholstery. ^ 588615, and 


Exotic illusions, Ltd., Dey f. 
Cl, PA 18519, 717/383 1206" ^ Moin St, Dickson 


Fa 
tilt-back rear body o 
the works is a Grou; 
Fantera Ltd., De; 

‚ Dept. 
CA 92084, 619/940-0102 


| the money in a Cobra replica. Extensive use of lightw. 


terials enables thiscar to achieve b 


| small-block V8 that meets current emissio 


li eight ma. 
block performance witha 


D end Standards, 
‘actory Five Racing, Dept. KC, 18 Kendi 
ham, MA 02571, 508/291-3443 ASIE 


Fantera 
Inspired by the Panter 
has a higher roof line but u: 
pieces. D. 


the new Fantera Fiero rebody 
original-style front-end 
igned to be completed for less than $5000, the 


antera kit is a low $ i 
ега kit is a low $2995 and is available with either a 
or a Pantera-style lift-up hatch. Alsoin 
p 5 kit with flared spoilers and a wing. 


KC, 1291 E. Vista Way, No. 190, Vista, 


Experl-Metal 
nlike most replica bod; 
peri-Metal is made aforiginal ge 


'82 Chevrolet from Ex- 
cast from original parts. The co, 


'uge steel from new di 
om new dies 
mpany, now in its 35th year 


ава prototype a 
Says this '32 body fits on 
ExperHMetal Inc., pe, 


Heights, MI 48312, 81673 


5 Wal 
fons. 5702945 Wall St, Stering 


signed, MIG-welded 
tub 
my and dependability, 


Fiero or an 

other GM v 
age starts at $16, 
Fiero four-cylinder ta û pi Eine options range from ® 


Fiero Specialties 


he Scorpian from Fi 
pian from Fiero Specialties uses a custom-de- 


ular-steel space frame. For econo- 
the mechanicals are from either a 


'ehicle. A basic body-and-frame pack- 


а Chevy ув. 


tor 


Flero Specialties, po, 


n, No8822, 908/262] herbed ln: pr 


Shelby American 
Fora truly authentic Shelby Cobra, look no further than. 


Carroll Shelby. He now offers his legendary 427 5/С Cobra 
in component form. Priced at $38,900, this re-creation fea- 
tures а fiberglass body (aluminum is an option) and in- 
cludes everything required to assemble the car, except for 
the drivetrain, the wheels, the tires and the paint. The 
chassis duplicates the original's frame and suspension, with 
material upgrades for improved durability. Car collectors 
will be interested to know that, as on Shelby's 5 Cobra, 
this component Cobra has а CSX chassis number, starting 
with CSX4000. Also available now from Shelby are 427 FE 
Medium Riser alloy heads and aluminum blocks. 

Shelby American, Dept. KC, 501 $. Rancho Dr., Ste Н-53, 
Los Vegas, NV 89106, 702/598-3702 


Automobile 
Atlanta 
Priced at a 
very afford- 
able $1850, 
the 9014 body 
kit for the 
Porsche 914 
recaptures the 
look of the 904 Carrera GTS racer. The fiberglass panels 
can also be used to repair rust-prone areas of the donor 
car. Automobile Atlanta is a respected restoration facility, 
and it offers a number of products for repairing and up- 
grading Porsches. 
Automobile Atlanta, Dept. KC, 505 S. Marietta Pkwy.. 
Marietta, GA 30060, 770/427-2844 


| Custom Coachcraft 
For some Italian flavor on an all-American chassis, 

check out Custom Coacheraft's 308 Fiero conversion. This 
| $4250 rebody kit includes all the fiberglass panels, trim 
and hardware required to build a Euro-styled Pontiac. 
Simply unbolt the original bodywork and fasten the new 

pieces to the original 
| mounting locations. 
Factory installation 
costs $1900 extra, anda 
turnkey vehicle goes for 
$12,500. 
Custom Coachcraft, 
Dept. KC, 500 Briar- 


wood Ln., Aledo, TX 
| 76008, 817/441-9109 


The Tornado TS40 
is quite simply 
the finest GT40 
replica you will 
find, Hand crafted 
in England, 
itis virtually 
indistinguishable 
from the legendary race 
car that dominated Le Mans 
in the late sixties. From the 
: double-wishbone 
suspension to the brass 
grommeted leather seats, 
each part is 
[| meticulously 
reproduced. 
In fact, the 
body panels 
are so exact, they've been used 
in the restoration of original GT40s. 
Built with Ford components the 
7540 offers the ultimate in 


S0 CLOSE TO THE ORIGINAL, 
WE RECOMMEND 


performance and handling 
as did the original. 

You can purchase the 1540 in 
component form or turnkey, 

set up for the street or track. 
We provide all the parts and 


ADNATEST. 


accessories needed to complete 
your TS40. For information call: 


[EEMALS 
{гг coe cad 


1-800-124:0522 
166 Hal Avenue Meriden, GT 08450 


SEPTEMBER 1996 39. 


| 


TOP 100 KITS 


Final Concept 
Take the hassle out of building a Countach-style replica 

with the Final Vision 2000 kit. This $4500 rebody fits on a 

stock-length Fiero frame with no extension required. A 


turnkey Vision costs as little as $22,500, and V8-powered 
models are available too. 

Final Concept Inc., Dept. KC, 18320-E Paulson Dr., Pi 
Charlotte, FL 33954, 941/764-1966 254 


Hapderdn Motorcar Company 

he 82-92 Camaros are the basis for Handeraft's 

2+2 body kit. The kit includes all-new Aparna tones? 
ment panels along with three aluminum grilles. The price 


of this kit, less the optional side mirrors 
is $4795. Factory installation on a custo; 
turnkey cars can be ordered as well 


Handcraft Motorcar Co., Dı 
Bradenton, FL 34209, 941/7942420 6005 CIWBIG, 


and exhaust tips, 
mer's vehicle and 


Hardy Motors 


Hardy Motors’ re 
Herd production of the legendary 
is available asa competed car for $35, Кыр 
with all the inner panel s ei srl 
the one-piece main body, Tho frame serene пае in 
nd m 2x4-incl 


Hi-Tech Motorsports o 
Leading the Hi-Tech Motorsports line of Cobra тер} 

| is the aluminum-bodied 427 SC. It features a full-eage ^ 

round-tube chassis built to original specs, which 

luminum interior, trunk and inner fender p 


allows the 
anels tobe 


avail imi 
e e ina similar Street Car version, the 152-inch-long 
inatione بير‎ тоз common engine/transmission com 
The sux In its 90-inch-wheelbase, 70-inch-wide frame. 
pension is an upper and lower A-arm setup with 


coil-over shocks 
thentic pin drives! eo and rear, and the hubs are au- 


ال-1 
restoration as‏ 
and interior‏ 
pieces,‏ 


Hi-Tech Motors; 
Tempe, AZ 85282, 603/451. ut NS 2204 W. Southern Ave: 


ice Cars 

If you're looking for a cool conver- 
sion fora hot Mustang, Ice Cars has 
just introduced this Benz-style body 
kit. Designed for 83-93 Mustang con. 


vertibles, the 11-piece package costs 
$5995 with options for a fiberglass 
dash cover and inner door panels. As 
sembly services and turnkey ears are 
available as well 

Ice Cors, Dept. KC, 6278 N. Federal 
Hwy, Ste. 469, Ft. Lauderdale, FL 
33308, 954/568-1175 


В сЕ 


3 ways їо get your dream car! 


1. Buy new 2. Buy used 3. Build from scratch 
For the ultimate in armchair Get the bargain hunters’ Don’t build, remodel or repair 
stopping gd our sie figs without 


Kit Car Buyer's 
Video Guide 


See live action video of 21 popular 
kits. See he of Cobro, 
Countoche, 


Gloss Fiber Auto Body 
Construction Simplified 
Bimonthly advertiser features Material costs for o tyical set of 
kils and cos for sole by pvote body panels is under 9500, This 
ges Los of good telson Уе "how to’ manye бев 
finshed саз os well os many stows hou іо custom ud your 


Анаров langen ovn badies ond mals 
bomas. Woy con save ctl selected phos, 


Кї бт Cssifieds 


обир Porsche, 
Я 


nomes and specs. New vo. Il. 
Wouldn't i rather see live video 
‘than still pt 


Thousands of 999 ! 


olos? 50 minute VHS. 


| LASS MES] 


1.C.M. Industries 

LC.M.'s entry in the classic Porsche 
Speedster market is the Speedster 
M2, built on a VW Beetle chassis 
with asteel subframe. The handlaid 
fiberglass body is 153 inches long, and 
the wide-stance 50-series tires are 
mounted on custom aluminum 
wheels. Engine options range from 
the standard VW 1600cc up to the 
3000cc, or you can drop in a high-out- 
put Porsche engine for more modern 
performance. Included in the $9000 


r 
[Mail orders: 
[Send a check or money order 


Tih your rome, adress ond Outside U.S. add $2 ЫЫ extension number 
Forder о вой below. Airmail add $10 far the podud you wa. ! 
! __ Kit Cor Classifieds 1 year subscription $15 extension 14 r 
~ Kt Cor Buyer's Video §22 + $4 = $26 extension 16 1 
__ Auto Body Manual $16 + $4 = $20 extension 17 1 
| Get all three and save $121 545 +$ extension 20 1 

Westwood Publishing, Box 162, Haverford, РА 19041 
hed kits? Advertise free! р 


Selling or seeking cars, parts or unfin 
| Selling or seeking crak pie and your phone number Well do the rest 


k ----- ااا‎ —— 4 


base price are a cloth top and tonneau cover plus interior 
carpet and vinyl in your choice of colors. 


LC.M. Industries, Dept. KC, 2815 N. Lima St. Burbank, СА 


91504, 818/558-1773 


Imaginary Fiber Glass 


Available in either the 5000 style or the 25th Anniver- 
sary model, LF.G.'s Lambo-style Fiero conversions start as 
low as $4900 for the body components. Options include. 
hardware packages, turbochargers, V8 conversions and 
brake upgrades. То simplify the buildup, a partially assem- 
bled package is also available for a $2500 upcharge. 


LF.G., Dept. КС, 15740 اع‎ Prado Ва. Chino, CA 91710, 


909/597-4110. 
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Indy Exotics 
Under ana 


'eement wit 


sedes 500K, 
(the latter two 


vane body fora 
w kits ofits own design, a'34 Fon uced three 

| fod 220 veboal eines ус апа Porsche 911 

Indy Exoti as low as $5700 for a fiberglass body k i 
[Rd Exotics, Dept. KC, 1551 Churchman Ave 
орой. IN 46203, 317/7841119 ^ e" 


Jovi 

Jovi's Autobahn Ci 
plos Аша Ap бумер is an easy Mercedes-style re- 
e н, m LeBaron convertible. Few modifi- 


and you're done, Tho basie Li ce jut Slam tf 

he basic kit cos n the suspension 
partiall basic kit costs : à 
5 peius se Crüser, an epee даа $4000 fora 
6278 N. Fedora ie eat outfit. Jovi lid. Dep! KC 
305/568.9554 0 HWY. Sle. 259, FI. Lauderdale, FL 33308, 
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Johnex Cobras 
nadian company bei 
'orable exc 
ing it to keep prices down for the U.S. 
et (kits stai 7000, but call 
nt conversio 
а replica fe 
tubular A-arm 
end in a cus- 
introduced 
ab-sided 
street Cobra 9 FIA Cobra and 
the 427-powered Cobra Daytona 
Coupe. The latter vehicle, developed 
from an original body owned by Lee 
Holman of Holman Moody, is avail- 
able only in turnkey form for 
$110,000. Most of the fully-indepen 
dent suspension consists of custom: 
fabricated pieces patterned after the 
original components 
Johnex Cobras, Dept. KC, 80 Devon 
Rd., Unit 1, Brampton, Ontario Cana- 
da L6T 585, 905/790-0470 


John’s Custom Fabrication 
JCF's claim to fame is that it’s one 
of the few Cobra replicators currently 
producing a replica of the 289 street 
Cobra. The company also produces а 
427 replica, but the demand is about. 
double for the rare 289 car. A basic kit 
starts at $9300, and a partially as- 
sembled vehicle with a live-axle 
rearend runs in ће $14,000-$17,000 
range. Options include a round-tube 
frame and Jaguar or Corvette inde- 
pendent rearends. 
John's Custom Fabrication, Dept. 
KC, 1515 Newmark Ave., Coos Bay, 
OR 97420, 503/888-9313 


Today's Technology Clothed in: 
* Aluminum Body ШР В 
• Leather Interior SEE 
* Period Gauges 


* Vintage Wheels 
ВЕ NOSTALGIA 


Pul 
For more info call or write 
or for info pack & video send $20 to: 


3900 Homestead Rd., Rock Hill, South Carolina 29732 


Phone (803) 324-2277 * Fax (803) 327-1040 


A Builder’s Dream U 


The toughest part of building any kit is the assembly, alignment and adjustment of the body. 
he GT 250 CALIFORNIA SPYDER ™ body and frame arrive with the body installed, hinged, 


latched and aligned with gaps averaging 1/8"! “The door glass is even installed and adjusted! 
“The molding is so smooth that litte work is involved in paint prep. Just lift off the body and 
send it to the painter while you build the chassis! 


Dream it... Build it... Drive it... 
Kit Car Magazine, “Best of Show,” Knotts Berry Farm 1996 


precision Design 
510 S. Quince, Escondido СА (519) 740-0280 FAX (619) 740-9084 


L.A.E. Manufacturing 
E Although L.A.E. Auto Manufacturing is well known 
[| ts affordable ($13,995) Cobra repli 

| color-gelcoated body already mounted on 


itha 


n for 


the 


] 
| 


| fibergi 


ures » frame with a 
spension and a Ford 9.i; 

ar setup with a Panhard 
laid with the dash piece 
uctural ri 
he works is 


custom 
hlive 
rod. 7 


tubular 
axler 


ed into the mold f 
assembly. 
tubular s 2 
Lone Star Classics, Dept. KC, 715 Katy Ra., Ste, 2304, 
Keller, TX 76248, 817/431-5422 3 


те and custo 


two strect-rod kits 


А sas well The 
ature сой eA M 
pricing ($9995 for the kit, $14 SS parted bodies ibe 
,995 partially 


embled) 


me suspension (Mus 
Tearends) that is found ose 


LAE. Auto Manufach 
turing, D; 
Buena Park, CA 90620, ШЕ 6980 Hermosa Cir, 


Lone Sta i 
et r Classics 


is Texas-ba 
Shelby neat based firm fo 


asec llows in the 
h a replica of his Cobra that Жз of Carroll 
riced 


aslowas 
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steel-reinforced, han 
and lower the stoc] 


seo 
wit 


will do the w} 


Ma 


Ma: 


10, FL 34233, 941/921-4420 
سمه‎ 


Straight out of M, 


Mac's Auto Body 
Two 

giv 

ini Countach w 


dy kits from Mac's Auto Body v 
ri 308/328 and the rbi 
out that pesky frame stretching. To © 


C— ONE 


8 replica, buy the kit for $3995, install the 


aid fiberglass body on the donor car 
ension. Swap in a V8 for more 

ch clone the same way, starting , 
ога deluxe kit for $4995 (or Macs 

hole thing for $27,000). 


C's Auto Body, Dept. KC, 4427 Maygog Rd., 5010507 


0t. Build the Counta 
th a b; е kit for $3, 


= 
Stretta 


ened VW 


ico City, the Mastretta fits a short- 
s reinforced with a tubular sub- 


Beetle ch; 


ne. Although thi 
body pieces ir 


00; complete, $14,000. 
Bold City Motors, Dept. KC, 252 E. 
8th St., Jacksonville, FL 32206, 
904/355-9030 


MidStates 
Rather than being known for a 
cookie-cutter approach, MidSt 


earned a reputation as 
tailor for Cobra replica enthu: 
The company offers a broad range of 
choices for both square- and round- 

tube frames. Suspension options in- 
clude Ford, Jaguar and Cor 
kits or turnkeys can be cust 
to accept virtually any engin 


tomer service. For he 
company now offers a "big boy" Cobra 
with a dropped cockpit floor that pro 
vides about 31/6 inches more headroom 
for taller drivers. 

MidStates Classic Cars & Parts Inc., 
Dept. KC, P.O. Box 427-P, 835 W. Grant, 
Hooper, NE 68031, 402/654-2772 


New England Exotic Rebodies 
‘Turn your low-buck LeBaron into a 
high-dollar Teutonic exotic with the 
German Roadster rebody. The fiber- 
glass pieces cost only $440 


0 (not including trim and hard- 


D ‘For Speed -win a simple V-8 the Cobra ASK 72/7 


will buryimost cars on the street. Average 

weight only 24005. 

* For Enjoyment - Shell Valley Cobras are 

fun to build and а thril to drive. Enjoyable not only for men but 

ladies alike which will be realized on the first trip to the store; 

* For Show - The crowds that generate around the Shell 

Valley Cobra are amazing. Consequently the car show. 

trophies are piling ир! ў 

There are many more advantages to numerous to mention. However 2 
take note of the following as it's “Considered the greatest thing since Kit — 
Cars were Бот years ago." Its an all new step-by-step assembly video | 
that will save you a hundred hours in assembly time and will provide 
“professional” results without needing “professional” skill. Once again, 
SVM is a business leader as this tape could mean the difference 

between a finished vehicle and one sitting in a box. Which Cobra would 


you choose? 
Valley Cobra ls The Way To Gol 
positive for your family today! 


Info. 4 
“тогі Оп Pack: 
Ass Video,$24: 


Nice Car 
For as little as $9995, you can recreate the look of the 

legendary Corvette Sting Ray with a Reflection Series I 

replica. This kit 

fits on a modified MN 

'18-88 GM mid- 

size frame and 

features a steel- 

panel inner 

Structure. 

Nice Car Co., 

Dept. KC, P.O. 

Box 265, Glyn- 

don, MN 56547, 

800/753-4158 


ware), and 
factory instal- 
lation and 
turnkey vehi- 
cles are avail- 
able as well. 
New England 
Exotic Rebod- 
ies, Dept. KC, 
P.O. Box 1195, 
Haverhill, МА 
01831, 
508/374-7503 
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Native American Craftsman 
The Tomahawk from N: ati an 


га affordable Cobra-style rebody project 
for the 7078 Datsun Z-cars. The manufacture — à 
2 à Precision Design, Dept. KC, 510 S. Quince St., Escondido, 


ave Tomahaw. 
| CA 92025, 619/740-0230 
Predator Performance 
1 Whether you choose Predato 
j| | D-type Jaguar replica or its 
ca of the 


C soon. Priced at only $3395, the e ч 


Native American Craftsman, Dept. КС, 


North Highland, CA 95660, 916/348-8951 5 5 5 , the 2 
РЕА ري‎ m EN > T ә ed body c à me 
ted by aggressive we r Dept. KC, P.O. Box 1508 A ( eelbase. Both th Mas 

ty nd 164 inches long) a 90-inch wheel- 


FER Ed M » five different looks for the Fiero--many cente 
ofthem availa combinations and price leve g0 Scoops, vents and grille S 5 2 55 
PISA’s ZR. 5 nd price levels. pion has a round he Sco. 5088, 602/376-1550 
red by a Corvette ZR-1 after- — Fieroa уы ST 
afte Чего a sharp p nce look. hes " 
и F Precision Design & Engineering 


50 base kit 
over front suspension and a four- 
end. А wide range of op- 


The Affordable Cobra Killer 


“As near perfect a replica as you're likely to find. There is 
а special magic about the vintage 550. A purpose-buid 
machine. it has a way of looking so cute for a car of such 


троен, Isa fm plot of a pure acing 
Gen - Motor Trend Мадагте. 


ону 33.050 ong iic rA в 
5 ONS cor con «дүй, емел Y е“ | 
vthing from stor "d = 
f excellence 
h carries on the Chuck Beck tradition of 
-— û Spyder Rewrite your own automotive 


to Mord ond ence 
of punch you ne frs атоо. з 
(325): or on assembly manual fes , 
nbly manual ($39 ы v = 
on ow production Ii 2, coll or write. 0 5: ! 
ne, ше need 225 pod а озон Stompin' Cars 655 Front ree "history wh the highest quality and most secures da ‘sports 
„петт, Stompin сиз coun er sent ‘car kit ever offered. Prices start at 6995. 
619.444. يوت‎ 


46 KIT C/ 
САВ (619) 444-1006 


Native American Craftsman 
The Tomahawk from Чай 


TOP 100 KITS 


a-style rebody pr 
manufacturer al 


expects to h 
| 3002Х soon, Р, 
й 


iy, a das) 
For $1600, the co 
donor car 


Native American Crattsman Dept. KC, 7019 32nd St 
North Highland, СА 65600 916/348-8959 
eee 


Rompin', Stompin’ Cars 


ie! Е! Саюп, С 


(619) 444-1006 


class Europ. 


PISA Corp., Dept. и 
5088, 602/376-151, 


Precision Design 


Patterned afte 
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Thoroughbred Coach Builders 


If you're looking for a classic Mercedes replica, Th 


oughbred, now celebrating its 21st year in busines 
available that recreate the look of the 540K, 
the 300 SLR and the fa- 


several k 
the 544K four-passenger coupe 
mous 56 Gull-Wing. The ca 


lustang II sus, 
small-block Vi 


Dt either a 
low as $6995, 


anew Зб Ford track t 8. Also under de- 


its on a number 


is rebody is 


priced nd a cu 
dle a big-block V8. An 


Thoroughbred Coach Builders, Dept. 
Mount Dora, FL 32757, 352/735-4607 коло, 


Thunder Ranch 

Although Thunder Ranch i 
kit industry, it actually brings with it a wealth eter ће 
ence. President Tom McBurnie wn for his Day 


well known for h 
MeBur w his Day- 
n for the Corvette, and he has moved 


It's powered by а 
mobile Aui 


so reintr 
50 GTO (not 


ducing 


pany 
nia wn) priced at 
yle rebody uses 


or 


a 
Thunder Ranch, Dept. KC. 

665 Front St., El Cajon, CA 92020, 
619/444-1006 


Tornado TS40 
Ifyou have a yearning to recreate 

the glory days of For. 
program, Tornado's 
o basic TS: 


rod He ев with his innovativ : 
Ra serm phong are 
total weight down to less than 2000 А, 


layout of ће genuine 
glass body shell replicates 
body style with the 
V8, and the TS40 uses a Ren. 
transaxle (four- or five-speed). 
Tornado Sports Cars USA, 

Dept. KC, 186 Hall Ave., 
Meriden, CT 06450, 800/724-0522 


II-block Ford 


| 


Cobra Parts Specialist 
arts эреста 
له‎ — $a 4 ы” 
зд S. onu zen d m4 
(QJ ail connectors. Fits ай Cobras. «9T 
— All wires labeled. 
427 & 289 FRAMES. $7,500.00 
427 S/C FIBERGLASS BODY $2,500.00 
427 SHIFTER $139.00 
LEMANS GAS CAPS. $125.00 
ALUMINUM RADIATOR $450.00 
| SUNVISORS W/HARDWARE $99.00 
WINDWINGS W/HARDWARE $99.00 
WINDSHIELDS. $599.00 
WIPER KITS COMPLETE. $255.00 
427 OVERFLOW TANK. $210.00 
427 COBRA EMBLEM „$13.95 
COBRA DECK LID EMBLEM „$13.95 
15" STEERING WHEEL ..... .. $140.00 
CAR COVER (Felt Lined). $125.00 
REMOTE OIL FILTER. $99.00 
SIDE LOUVERS. $99.00 
= LICENSE BRACKET (Stainless) $15.00 
ORG. STYLE SEATS. $749.00 
ORG. STYLE LEATHER SEATS .... $899.00 
| « 427 STAINLESS RAD. TUBES. $150.00 
(2а PA) | SOFT TOP KIT W/BOWS $550.00 
SIDE CURTAINS. ......... 5399.00 
DUAL ELECTRIC FANS W/BLADES.....$150.00 
| STEWART (SET OF SEVEN). $410.00 
TONNEAU COVERS ..... 5175.00 
OIL COOLER. ... $200.00 
FOR MORE INFORMATION & CATALOG SEND $5.00. 


2204 W. SOUTHERN AVE. zs 
TEMPE, AZ 85282 


HI TECH EJ 
602-451-9400 => 


MOTORSPORTS 


COD 


www.htmotorsports.com pa 


Total Performance 
This well-respected street-ro 
packages, such as a 23 T-bucket, а 


d shop offers a wide range of body and frame 
Pro Street T, a 28-31 Model A and 
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| 
| 
| 


TOP 100 KITS == EON 
Vetper 

What do youget whe 
style body kit? T he V e 
ib 


a Corvette with a Vis. V.R. Engineering 
le as a roadster е" you love that GTO look but also like a 
ا‎ e | Yelofasa Eaperanto قي‎ Phantom fom Marik Dns ع‎ Pioo 
lel بطم‎ уты а ain the best oi аг | as a donor car, the frame must be stretched 11 inches, allow- 
on Т У package goes for $3900, and for | ing for an optional Chevy V8/Porsche drivetrain. This is one 
— | ofthe few Fiero kits on the market which can accommodate a 
| | longitudinally mounted V8. The base kit price starts at 


Warlock Designs 


282 Highboy, to name just a few. The company has also 
just introduced a new round-tube frame for its T-bucket. 
Total Performance, Dept. KC, 4005. Orchard St., Rte. 5, = 
Wallingford, CT 06492, 203/265-5667 per will remove the body from a customer's Ve 


stall the new panels for an additional $2500. Turnkey cars 
Unique Motorcars cost a minimum of $23,000. purists, a coupe kit is available as well. The manufacturer 
This company lives up to its name in its engineering of — | Veter inc., Dept. KC, 3040 NE 190th St., No. 317, Aventu. also offers a V8-conversion manual 
the rectangular-tube chassis for its 427 and 289 FIA Cobra | га, FL 33180, 305/769-0265 


V.R. Engineering, Dept. KC, 2149 E. 5th St., No. 103, 
5 Tempe, AZ 85281, 602/903-3625 
| Vintage Speedsters = - 
A replica of the 57 Porsche Speedster, this entry from WarpFive 

3 s a handlaid steel-reinforced Base-priced at $8995, the 174-inch Manta Montage's 
igned for a shortened VW Beetle chas: handlaminated fiberglass body mounts on a custom 94- 
stock VW suspension too. Expect to pay inch-wheelbase frame and uses a Mustang П front suspen- 
س‎ sion and a custom rearend. Get the Manta GT package on a 

similar frame for $11,995, or go completely over the edge 


glass body di 


sis. It uses th 


$17,000, which includes a one-piece color-gelcoated body and 
a DOT-stamped windshield. Turnkey vehicles with a stock 
Fiero engine start at $39,000, and the V8 version goes for 
$49,900. And for the latest look in exotic sports cars, check 
out Warlock's 355-style Fiero rebodies. Available in either 
coupe, targa or convertible kits, the 355 package costs as lit- 
tle as $5500 and fits on any year and make of Fiero. 

Warlock Designs, Dept. KC, 15740 El Prado Rd., Unit B, 
Chino, CA 91710, 909/597-3621 


West Coast Cobra 

In comparison to the original Cobra, West Coast Cobra's 
replica features a widened passenger area and a stretched 
wheelbase (96 inches). The TIG-welded chassis is shipped 
completely assembled with the doors, decks, wiring har- 
ness, gauges, radiator and dual electric fans installed. The 
front suspension is WCC's custom tubular design, while 
the rear is a Ford 9-inch with a four-link setup. The basic 


0 
& 


a Ж 
$8900 for a basic kit, $11,400 for a partially assembled car 
or $16,900 for a ready-tovoll vehicle ут 
Vintage Spoedsters, Dept. KC, 12112 Centralia Rd., 
Hawaiian Gardens, CA 90716, 310/402-4334 


Vintage Spyders 


Adjacent to Vintage Speedsters is Vintage Spyders, a sis- 
pecompony that produces replicas of the Porsche 550. 
riced at $8900, the kit features a handlaid fiberglass body 


ready mounted on a custom chassis fabricated from 4180 
VW Beatle bing that is fitted with customer-supplied 
$13,500. and se binnings. A rolling-chassis package cos! 


d the price ofa turnkey car begins at $16,900. 5048 a 96 VDC electric motor. West Coast Cobra, Dept. KC, 6785-16 Mile Rd., Sterling 


Kit is partially assembled for $21,950. The complete саг 


ship, which also ae. | ыза: 


with Warp Five's 750ce-powered Star: 


iG Sy ders Dept. KC, 12112 Centralia Rd, Нана Warp Five Inc. Dept. KC, 1500 NE Roanoke, Blue Heights, MI 48312, 519/736-7274 KC 


ardens, CA 90716, 310/865-6331 Springs, МО 64014, 816/228-2960 SEPTEMBER 1908 53 


The Classic 427 
'66 427 Cobra* Reproduction 
By Classic Roadsters 


Top ten reasons to 


1) Style 


oul agree Classic Roadster 


1s maintains 
uncompromised attitude toward 5-58 


styling, authenticity and detail 


mined when you look in the right 
dec both inner and outer liners with heavy duty hing 
will prove our's more durable. 


3) Engineering 
A well engineered design can e 


Places. For example, compare 


choose a Classic Roadster, 


# mounts and slam type latches. Years of use 


Hminate countless hours inthe assembly 

" b process. Our cor 

Bret thefirst time. This adds to your “утен during assembly and ensures years of nt 
sett Solid driving. 

We designed the 


5) Corporate Strength and Longevity 
The ultimate test for any product lies 


6) Value and Price 


necessarily to offer you the lowest initi 
your finished roadster. 


7) Customer Service 


yur profess 
Should you ever have a question, our рг 


dedicated to getting you the answer im 


our doors. They 


“Cate aad Thunder are endows н! 


Classic Roadsters has shipped more than 628 
business. And we're going to be here tomor 


Feature for feature, no other manufacturer % 


ngevity 


0 


alix p 


2 


the manufacturing corporation. 


"ad is one of the oldest names in the 


Prices. Our goal, however, is not 
"Provide the lowest possible final cost for 


Customer service department is 
n 24 he 


urs. That's a promise, 


Call TollPke Today! 


-800-373-9000 


ional EXP? сац 
ternational 
For Inte! as 


(701).293-g866 


Beste Ps hare no conecto Fer. 


Weare so confident ol 
eaa ity cas Ju mage e М! 
ушка oss much as drving re car 
By pursing a Cass Rondiro, 
ra ee month al street repal 


tisfaction we back all our products with a limited money-back guarantee. 


И assembling your own roadster. Your family will love the 
of assembli 


je the most 
tis not by chance we a s 
respected and one of he lest A 
largest manufacturers in the industry,- 
We try hard to successfully deliver ш 
you, our customer desires İn ® 
‘automobile. Call us today ar 
for yourself. 


The SEBRING MX Ў 
Rally Austin-Healey reproduction 


By Jim Youngs 


'hether you need it or not, та: i i 
بسع الا‎ Windshield 
shield wiper on every car. You 


don't have to scrounge through a salvage Wipers 


yard, though, to find somethin 
E i that could be modi 
Хой onyour kit “he Universal Dual- Wi per Drive it fom 
jalty Power Windows employs a cable worm driv 
tem much like those used in English cars ofthe 50s and (obs 


How to Install The components include а remote-mounted 


motor, two wiper transmissions, worm- 
drive cable, tubing and electric parts. 
Installing the Specialty system doesn't 
теше buying anything other than wiper 
: rms, bezels and blades. Easy-to- - 
dins make the installation straightforward pror 
mees aper system is completely adjustable from 90 to 160 de 
fe od sweep angle in 10-degree increments. Specialty of- 
wiper kit with or without intermittent capability. KC 


The Specialty Power Windows li 
wiper t includes a motor ema 
housing assembly, a drive wheel, а 
drive link, wiper-arm transmis. ^ 
sions, a cable, aluminum 
tubing, wiring and a 
Switch. 


The first step in in- 
stalling the wiper 
Kitis determining 
the proper posi- 
tion of the trans- 
missions based on 
the desired sweep 
of the blades and 
the Park position, 
Spend extra time 
here before 
drilling the re- 
quired %-inch 
holes. Drill holes in 
le cowling at i 
NC Once the transmissi 
Mir shortened. Mark the tired 
I5 transmissions and remove н 
е of the retaini 

and deburring. kdo 


ГЕ 
fitted, the shafts may have to be 
led housing, disassemble the 
EK CAR the inner shaft. Be sure to run 
ver the housing before cutting 


PHOTOGRAPHY: JIM YOUNGS 


Replace the inner shaft and slide the 
knurled pivot down to its new position. 
Mark the shaft just above the pivot, re- 
move the shaft and then cut it. Re- 
assemble the transmission and reinstall 
itin the car. 


Measure the distance between the slots 
where the flared tubing will attach to 
each transmission. Then bend, mark and 
Cut it as needed. Add a single flare to 
each end of this tube to fit between the 
transmissions. The tube flares fitin — 
notches in the backplate of the transmis- 
sions. Don't use double flares because 
they tend to cause noisy wiper opera- 
tion. Also, cut and flare both ends of a 4- 
inch piece of tube to be mounted on the 
transmission at the end of the cable. 


Assemble the motor using the mounting 
Washers and three retaining bolts. For 
mounting ease, the motor can be rotat- 
е9 into any position on the gear housing. 


—  -—Ba 


This motor was mounted on the driver- 
side kick panel where it would be hidden. 
by an upholstery piece. Just make sure 
the motor assembly is unobstructed апа 
within 36 inches of the closesttransmis- 
sion. Before sliding the cable into the 
tube, bend the tubing to fit the motor. 
(but no tighter than a radius of 3 inches) 
and check the measurements. Then cut 
the tubing to the correct length and 
flare both ends. Next, slide the cable in- 
to the tube housings (shown), through 
both transmissions, until the block end 
is against the motor end of the tube. 
Mark the cable where it extends beyond 
the end of the short piece of tubing. Re- 
move the cable from the housing, then 
cut it off and deburr it. Coat the cable 
heavily with wheel-bearing grease and 
reinstall itin the housing. 


termine the sweep angle of the wiper 
ades. This is the total angle in degrees 
that the wiper arm travels from its Park 


ition to the point of maximum travel. 
Ке hole В the drive. wheel that. 
Corresponds to the desired sweep an- 
gle. Run the motor to. determine the 
ition, then install the drive 


Park posit 
Wheel (shown) on the motor shaft. 


RS 


Locate the cable and cable housing in 
the motor assembly. Install the drive 
link into the correct hole of the drive 
wheel and the hole in the cable end 
block. Grease all moving parts with 
bearing grease. Replace the motor- 
gear housing cover and tighten down 
the motor assembly. 


a convenient place 
and connect the wiring according to the 
diagram. Be careful to have a good 
ground on the vehicle's frame, and 
make sure the wiper shafts park in the 
proper position. 


Mount the switch 


SOURCE 


Specialty Power. Windows. 
| Dept. KC NO 


By Corey Rudl 


btaining in- 
surance for 
akit car 


isn’t the same as 
for a production ve- 
hicle. That's be- 
cause insurance 
companies love 
numbers not just. 
the kind with dol- 
lar signs, but also 
statistical figures 
and actuarial ta- 
bles that help pre- 
dict what sort of 
losses can be ex- 
pected. The trouble 
is, with kit cars 
there just isn’t 
much hard data. 
They're in a special 
category that may 
or may not apply to 
automobiles in 


cO 


general, so mak- 
ing a risk assessment can 
be risky—something insurance com. 
panies by nature avoid. So, we've 
done some digging and have come up 
with tips on both finding coverage 
and saving a few bucks along the 
way. After all, we love numb 
but only the small ones when 
to paying premiums. 
Getting low insurance rates de- 
pends upon the type of kit car you 
have, your personal profile and the ge- 
ographic area in which you live. Oba. 
ously the Montana schoolmarm with a 
perfect driving record who owns a 
-powered dune buggy won't have 
to pay the same rate as an adolescent 
ickets who drives 
work every day in 


TS too, 
itcomes 


already 
r she has 


How to Cut the Cost of 
*Kit Car Insurance 


company that offers coverage for kit 
and collectible cars or your local agent. 
(the one that already insures your 
family car, house, business and so on), 
Each option has its own benefits, and 
either one may be less expensive de- 
Pending on your situation. 


Specialty Car Insurance 
'ompanies 


When calculating your premiums, 
Specialty (or collectible car) insurance 
companies (see source list) take into 
account only the appraised value of 
your vehicle, the mileage you drive 
Per year, end your personal info (such 
as driving record, area of residence 
and so forth). Most specialty compa. 
nies require that the vehicle not be a 
daily driver and that it adhere to кек 
mileage restrictio; 


8000, and 5000 to 7500 miles pez year, 


lty car in- 


parts and repai 
The policies ha" 
written expresa 
for your typeof 
car, and agents 
usually won't give 
youa blank st 
when you tell 
them youowna 
Valkyrie ог а 289 
FIA replica. 

A nice benefitof 
fered by some spe. 
cialized insurance 
companies is anal. 
ternative collision 
plan that covers 
only parts damage, 
not labor. This 
planis based on 


ате 


the assumption 
that since you built the car, you can 
fixit. The insurance company just 
pays for the mater ials, not your time, 
which results in a sizable reduction 
in rates. For all you builders out 
there, this might be a really attractive 
option. 


Going Mainstream 

As with any business, keeping cus- 
tomers is im; portant to insurance 
agents. Therefore, if a kit car owner 
already has several policies with a 
given company, it's in the agent's in- 
terest to accommodate a request for 
additional vehicle coverage. An agent 
knows that you might takeall of your 
business elsewhere if you can't get the 
Coverage you need. In keeping with 
this scenario, mainstream insurance 
Companies such as State Farm, All- 
state and Prudential provide coverage 
for many types of kit cars, but they 
take into account more factors than 
the specialty companies. 

As mentioned at the outset, insur- 
ance companies may be wary of insur- 
ing your vehicle because they're deal- 
ing with an “unknown” car which, to 
them, is a high risk. They don’t have 
any robbery, accident or safety statis- 
tics on which to base their insurance 
Tates. It'll be your job to see that they 

ow" your car. Offer statistics and 
information, including the car's speci- 
fications, to assist them, Mainstream 
insurance companies base their rates 
notonly on the value of the car, the 


mileage you drive and your personal 
info but also the physical attributes of 
the vehicle, 

In general, the bigger your са 
gine is, the higher the rate of ins 
ance will be. Don't be too quick to put 
more engine into the car than you 
need, You may pay a large price for 
this indulgence when it comes time to 
insure the vehicle. If you're really into 
performance, though, note that most 
Insurance companies have different 
class ratings depending on the size of 
the engine, not the horsepower. For 
example, you might have a lower iı 
surance rate with a 300hp 4.3-liter V6 
than with a 220hp 5.0-liter V8. 

There are also other physical fac 
tors that can affect your rates. Mest 
mainstream insurance companies will 
cover a rebodied production vehicl 
because the car is only cosmetically 
different. For instance, in the case of a 
Fiero conversion, one of the most com- 
mon rebody projects, the car is still 
registered and insured as a Fiero, 
though the insurance companies 
quire a vehicle appraisal for compen- 
sation factors in case of an accident. 
It's similar to insuring a show vehicle 
ie. it’s still a factory vehicle, but you 
pay slightly elevated rates because 
the vehicle is worth much more than a 
standard car), In other words, you're 
paying slightly higher rates for a stan 
dard Pontiac because the car is ap- 
praised ata higher value. — 

Keep in mind that a regular insur- 
ance company needs to be informed if 
you do an engine swap or any signifi- 
cant vehicle alteration. If you have an 
accident and the company finds out 
you made modifications to the car 
without notification, it may legally be 
able to refuse to pay for damages. For 
that reason, it’s very important that 
you keep detailed pictares of the car 
or even a videotape. You want to cap- 
ture every detail about the car in case 
you need to prove its physical condi- 
tion before it was damaged or stolen. 


Reducing Your Insurance Costs 

Once you've found a company that. 
will cover your car, keeping your pre- 
miums affordable may be easier than 
you imagine. A multitude of ways to 
reduce your rates exist in addition to 
the ones already mentioned. Note the 
ones that apply to you, and then take 
this information to your insurance 
company. 


en- 


‘Increase the deductible on your 
Plan to the highest level. You can pay 
Tidiculous rates for a $50 deductible 
compared to a $500 one. If the damage 

Опе is under $500, you can probably. 


MIDSTATES 


Classic Care & Parts, Tuc. 


B 


835 W. Grant, P.O.Box 427-P, Hooper, NE 68031 
FAX 402/654-2332 PHONE 402/654-2772 


Write or Phone Today for a FREE Brochure or send $5 fora 
Complete Package of Information and Our Current Prices. 


Over 14 years of building absolute quality. 


OMPLETE MUSTANG ІІ 
С SUSPENSION PACKAGE 


Complete your Kit Car with ease using our complete Mustang Il front suspension. 
Rem Everything you need is included. Big brakes, coil-over shocks, 
polished stainless steel control arms, and other options available. 


$1,395 


HARDWARE KIT 
INCLUDED 


О 
FOR FREE CATALOG. e» و‎ 
com E E HEIDT'S 
Hot Rod Shop, Inc. 


0084 
1345 N. OLD RAND ROAD, WAUCONDA, IL 6 


it yourself at a low cost since you 
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built the car. This deductible increase 
could reduce your insurance from 20 
to 40 percent. Remember that you pay 
the plan’s deductible only if the colli- 
sion is your fault. So what are the 
Chances that you'll cause an accident? 
Anyway, you generally don’t want to 
claim any accident under $500 be- 
cause your insurance rates will in- 
crease the next year depending on 
how many claims you've made. 


*One of the heaviest premiums is 
for business use or travel to work. If 
you don’t use your car for these, make 
sure the insurance company knows, 
Tell save you a lot of money. If you're a 
two-car family, use the beater for 
work and the other one for occasional 
driving. 


*If you have teenage drivers in your 
house (groan), restrict their use of the 
car to less than 25 percent so they're. 
listed as occasional drivers. If they're. 
listed as principal drivers, the insur- 
ance cost could almost double! 


*If you're male and under 25, you'll 
probably have to pay very high rates, 
Зо see if your parents will register and 
insure the car under their names, It's 


even better if they live in a rural area 
where the rates are lower. 


«The following options are general- 
ly a waste of money: emergency tow- 
ing service coverage (especially if it’s 
covered by your auto club), car rental 
expense coverage and medical cover- 
age already covered by a health or in- 
surance plan (usually from your place 
of employment). You generally pay 
much more for these options. To elimi- 
nate them, just call your agent and ex- 
plain what you want removed from 
your policy. 


*Obtain a limited-mileage insur- 
ance plan. Although this is almost 
standard with specialty insurance 
companies, mainstream insurance 
companies may also understand that 
you only drive your car occasionally or 
perhaps only in the summer. If you 
limit driving your kit car to a certain 
number of miles per year, your rates 
will be substantially lower since your 
car is viewed as a recreational vehicle, 


"If you own a vacation home in the 
country, register the car to that ad- 

dress. Yov'll geta much better insur- 
ance rate than in the city where acci- 


GETTING AN 
Wes с 


| Corby what моца set ores 


APPRAISAL 


ring Your car for тойсо! value, 
amounts of money In your 
0 and a $10,000 paint job), 
less you're dealing with a 
letermine the volue of your. 
el You putinto i 


appraisal is 

the key to 

ood coverage 

at affordable 
(0 


An insurance. 
company may 
give you a break 
on your rates if it 
knows teenage 
drivers only have 
limited access to 
your kit car. 


dents are more common. But be care- 
fal, some companies are aware of this 
practice and ask for your primary res- 
idence. Ifyou misinform them on your 
insurance policy, they have the right 
to cancel your policy and not cover you 
in any claim. 


* When you call or visit your insur- 


ance company don't forget to ask for any 
discounts that apply to you, such a 


* senior citizen 

‘alarm system 

‘driver training courses 

*good driving record 

*student with higher than a B aver- 


age 


*college student away from home 


without a саг 


“safety devices such as airbags and 


antilock brakes 


*nonsmoker or nondrinker 

*participation in a carpool 

*car usage only for pleasure 

‘multiple vehicles covered with the 
same policy 

*multiple policies (auto, boat, 


home, life insurance) 


For example, Allstate offers a 15 


may charge you double 
what another charges for 
identical coverage, so 
shopping around is a 
must! Using an insurance 
broker who represents a 
number of different com- 
panies may save you a lot 
of money. Let your cur- 
rent insurance company 


only ways to save money on your kit project. The au- 
thor of this article has written a book, Secrets of Buy- 
ing and Building your Specialty Car on a Small Bud- 
get. It's a guide to building a topnotch kit car for the 
lowest price possible. It covers useful topics such as. 
obtaining interest-free loans, getting the government 
to pay for your car, saving 20 to 40 percent on all your 
parts, making your project tax deductible and sales- 
tax exempt, and ways to get your car assembled for 
free. This book is available to readers of Kit Car fora 


Se 


PERFORMANCE EQUIPMENT. 


PutA 
“For » 
In Your 
Ford 


WITH THE MULTIPORT EFI 
WIRING HARNESS 


Ford SVO introduces the first easy to install 
stand-alone engine management harness 
designed by Ford SVO engineers especially 
for the GT-40 and stock 5.0L high-output 
engine assemblies. I's perfect for street 
rods, kit cars and passenger car engine. 


conversions, 
8 Main Harness 
M-12071-C302* 


Editor's note: These above tips are by no means the. 


Computer and Mass-Air Meter Kit 


know you're shopping discount off the $28.38 list price. To buy it for $19.95 атш 
around. It may be a little (0% ipping and handling), simply mention. = 
(plus $3.00 shipping 
more flexible with your — the price nated here when you order. The book is 
rates, especially if you al- available from Money Savers Group, Dept. KC, 812 
ready have a few policies Proctor Ave., Ogdensburg, NY 19669, 800/255-1914. 
with it. KC " M-12071-G302* @ 
(Auto Trans) 
SOURCES 
Condon & Skelly кыс сог 
‚ Dept. KC Dept. "Neige on pollution controled vehicles. 
121 E. Kings Hwy.. Ste. 203 Р.О. Вох Јов m i-em 
Mapleshade, NJ 08052 Nashville, TN 3721 
800/257-9496 800/274-1804 


| Heacock Insurance Group. 
| Dept. kc 
1 222E. Lemon St., Ste, 101 


орпа, FL 33801 


хап 
De 


Percent discount if all your policies 
are with the company or ifyou have 
more than one car on your policy: А 
key point that should be made very 
clear is that one insurance company. 


First ina 
Series of 
Kit Cars 
Annual 
Awards 
for 
Best Buys 


rumroll,,.The 
please. And, D&R PYTHON $9995 
the winners are: kit. - 


car enthusiasts, In re- 
sponse to repeated in- = 


3 | 
= x | 
quiries from readers کچ‎ жы N 7 d Р VT i Ё 0 Y 
wondering which kits FFR COBRA $9900 К ^ 


we think they should 
purchase, we're 
Pleased to introduce 
our new Best Buy 
awards. We're ap- 
plauding kits we've 
found to be outstand- 
ing values for the 
money. Since it's easy. 
for more expensive ve- 
hicles to exceed these 
kits in quality and 
Performance, the Best 
Bay plaudit does not 
mean a kit is the best. 
of ts type on the plan- 
et. (In fact, if money's 
no object, you might 
as well buy theorigi- 
nal item iı ad ofa. 
well-turned re 
But for the me: 
potatoes kit builder, 
we feel that the fol- 
lowing products give 
rib quality for 
price of ground 


TROPHY TIME 


One Really Sharp Kit That 
Undercuts the Price of All Other 
Cobras 
The Tomahawk proves that you 
don't have to have a huge bankroll to 
take home the gold. At the recent 
Knott's Berry Farm kit car show, this 
Cobra-like car owned by Vincent Hud- 
son not only turned heads the entire 
weekend, but it also took Best of Show 
honors. Up against some very 
formidable, pro-built street machines, 
Hudson's car ranked tops in its class 
and won Best Paint and other trophies 
This eight-piece, $3400 rebody kit 
for the Datsun Zcar is not a precise 
replica of a Cobra, and the demeanor 
israther refined with the stock me- 
chanicals, but the resulting roadster 
isa whole lot more user-friendly. 
When was the last time you saw a Co- 
bra with roll-up windows and a door 
larger than a dinner plate? 


Getting Wrapped Around 0 
Some Slinky Bodywore y 
All sorts of replicas and unique de- 
signs have been developed to replace 
the Pontiac Fiero's plastic panels, but 
the latest craze is а new type of Lam. 
bo look-alike: the wildly exotic Diablo. 
Several companies claim to be manu- 
facturing replicas, but we narrowed 
down the field to two key players, and 
our final choice was a real squeaker. 
The D&R Replicar Python k: 
came out ahead of Warlock's Phan- 
tom VT by the thickness of a license 
plate by dint of using a trimmed 
windshield from a Pontiac Trans- 
Port rather than the original Lambo 
glass. The Pontiac piece is not only 
more readily available, but it also 
Costs about half as much. The War- 
lock, however, fights back with an 
Option for a performance chassis 
with upgraded suspension compo- 
Ponts: It also allows a Chevy V8 to 
mounted longitudinally in the 
le compartment with a Porsche 
4 KIT CAR 


TOMAHAWK 


The Tomahawk progenitor, Rory 
Bateman of Native American Craits- 
man, is a perfectionist and has come 
up with a sensible procedure for in- 
stalling a minimum of impeccably 
molded fiberglass pieces for the trans- 
formation (see “Snakeskin Z-Car 
March '96). The result, if you take the 
kind of care and effort put into Hud- 
son's саг, is a real winner 

Ifthe Z-car’s turbine-smooth inline- 
six engine seems a tad emasculated for 
the Tomahawk's new war paint, then 
you may want to contact one of the 

Several firms that offer adapter ki 

for shochorning an American V8 into 

the generous engine bay. (After all, 

isn't that what Shelby did to the A C. 

Ace?) With some hot rod iron making 

the rumble, the term “gutter snake" 

takes on a whole new meaning. 


SOURCE 
Native American Craftsman Co. 
Dept. KC. 
701932nd St. 
North Highland, CA 95660 
916/348-8950 


D&R PYTHON 


914 transaxle. So depending on 
your priorities, either kit could bea 
winner. 

The Python’s Pontiac windshield 
looks pretty close to the original, and 
it's easier to replace should an errant 
stone from a gravel truck pockmark 
the glass. After the Diablo is out of 
Production a while, the suppl 
windshields may dry up Ол емне: 
hand, Warlock says it has developed a 
feparate source for them, so we may 
be borrowing trouble here. (Neverthe- 
less, we can't help but think of the 
Fiberfab Aztec 7 manufactured in the 
705. It used a windshield from a Lam. 
borghini Miura, and now that the 
Miura has been out of production a 
while, Aztec 7 owners are discoverin, 
that front glass can run as high ag ^ 
$2200—ifthey can find it at all) 


Tf you're too bı 
kit, do as Michael барын your own 


E ael Casta 
dito Michael Castro, who owns 


example, did: Le 
assemble it. Having a kit builtean be 
expensive (Castro estimates the total 


When Less Is More 
With more than two dozen quality 
Cobra replicas on the market, it's 
pretty difficult—no, let's make that 
well nigh impossible—to stand out in 
the crowd. Of course, with sufficient 
time and money, you could easily out- 
do even the authentic item when it 
comes to fit, finish and performance, 
But that's not what the Best Buy 
award is all about. The products we're 
presenting here offer the most bang 
for the buck, and when it comes to 
that, Factory Five Racing (FFR) has 
the Molotov cocktail of Cobras. That's 
because the company took a long hard 
look at the market and figured out a 
way to make a replica that costs less 
and runs quick with common, off-the- 
shelf 5.0 Mustang parts (see “Horse 


price at $36,000), but it saves a lot of 
time and scraped knuckles and usual- 
ly produces superior results com- 
pared with an amateur builder's first 
efforts. For those wishing to take a 
more hands-on approach, the body kit 
costs $9995, and the deluxe package 
which includes all the trim and hi 
Ware, goes for $13,500. D&R points 
out that in addition to the ease of 
windshield replacement, the kit fea- 
tures flanges to simplify alignment 
and mounting of the body and in- 
cludes inner liners to seal off the body 
from the frame. Also, taillights are 
off-the-shelf Corvette parts. Due to 
the overwhelming popularity of 
D&R's convertible-top Countach kits, 
look for a drop-top Diablo as well in 
the coming months. 


d- 


1 SOURCES 

| D&R Replicars 
аусоск Run Rc 

! Kinner, PAIL 

| 610/847-2186 _ 


Trader," November 95). 

Other companies are al- 
ready beginning to follow 
suit, but FFR has the jump 
on 'em, and itll be tough to 
catch up. The base kit costs 
only $9900, and the 70-4 
ponycar parts you'll need 
Should cost as little as $3000 
(or even less if you defray 
expenses by selling off th 
donor's body panels and in. 
terior), Figure in another $1000 or 
more for paint and a few extras such 
as authentic-looking wheels, and 
you've got one sweet-running, smog- 
legal Cobra for something in the mid- 
teens. You can’t even buy anew Mus- 
tang for that. 

Yet the key to the success of the 
product is not merely the use of readi- 
iy available donor parts. FFR slimmed 
down the right side of the power-to- 
weight ratio. The car's heft has been 
pared to 1950 pounds by using alu- 
minum inner liners and a lightweight 
body mounted to a tubular subframe. 
Asa result, a stock small-block V8 is 
all that's required for big-block perfor- 


mance (figure on a 0-60mph time of 
less than 5 seconds). And witha bur- 
geoning aftermarket for 5.0 V8 perfor- 
mance parts, we won't be surprised to 
see FFR go gunning for the 427-pow- 
ered replicas. In fact, the company has 
Just completed a flyweight version 
with a carbon-fiber body and an alu- 
minum frame that is designed to 
weigh less than 1550 pounds! 


SOURCE 
Factory Five Racing 
Dept. KC 
18 Kendrick Rd. 
Wareham, MA 02571 
508/291-3443 


GERMAN ROADSTER 


A Teutonic Exotic Without the 
Exotic Price Tag 
The first time we ever saw one of 

these new Benz SL-style body conver- 
sions for the Chrysler LeBaron, we 
did a double take—oh c'mon, there 
can’t be a LeBaron under this body- 
work! The illusion is so artful, even 
owners of original SLs are fooled. Re- 
covering from our initial shock, we're 
now not surprised to see a mini-boom 
of companies offering similar kits. 
Jovi was the first, but the owner of 
that company is now busy with a simi- 
lar kit for the Mustang (see “Fire and 
Ice,” July 96). 

he luxo LeBaron shown here is 
from New England Exotic Rebodios, 
Which has taken things a step further 
in the fit and finish and also in the 

(G-style bumper covers. Company 
Owner Brandon Filomeno runs a body 
Shop and has worked on a number of 
race cars, limousines and customized 
Yehicles, so he brought a wealth of ex- 
perience to the project. And it showed. 
The alignment and fit of all the body 


s looked first-rate, as did the 
Bies Hecher basecoacleareoat paint 
job. We also liked the optional show 
bar, which adds to the authentic look 

т. 

kien appeal, of course, is the low 
price. Kit prices start as low as $4400, 
but to finish the car as nicely as this 
one has been, youre probably ooking 
at something closer to $6000, plus the 
cost ofthe donor car, new upholstery 
ando paint job HOLT lation 

customer’s car beg ^ 
ghd the minimam price for à turnkey 
is $14,500, which doesn’t include 
cost of the donor vehicle. We can't | 
think of a more lofty purpose for 
lowly LeBaron. 


THUNDER RANCH PORSCHE 550 


Rebel With a Cause 

We can't begin to calculate all the 
variations on VW-based kits that have 
come and gone over the years. One of 
themost enduring and highest quality 
of all is a replica of the car notorious 
for being the instrument of actor 
James Dean's death—the Porsche 
550. Actually, the Porsche 550 was al- 
ready notorious asa giant killer on 
the roadcourses of Europe, where it 
bested and outlasted the finest sports 
cars of the day. Veteran racer and rac- 
ing mechanic Chuck Beck rolled out 
his first 550 replica in 1982, and since 


then he has pro- 
duced more than 
900 of these cur- 
vaceous Spyder 
kits. His equa- 
tion for success 


was simple: Af- 
fordable VW mechanicals plus a 
lightweight chassis equals tons of fun. 
Notonly that, Beck has proved time 
and again that this mid-engine, 1500- 
pound flyweight can readily embar- 
rass the Cobra clan. The 550's chassis 
features a VW torsion-tube frontend 
anda Type I transaxle with the ring- 
and-pinion gears swapped so the air- 
cooled flat-four can be mid-mounted. 
Beck has recently moved on toa 
newaftermarket project for the popu- 
lar Dodge Ram truck, but Tom 
McBurnie of Thunder Ranch has ac- 
quired the manufacturing rights. 
While we were saddened by the depar- 
ture of Beck from the kit industry —he 
always upped the ante at performance 
outings—we're relieved that plans are 
in place to keep this replica alive. 
‘Thunder Ranch says the kit is avail- 
able in many stages, starting at 
$6995. A rolling chassis with custom- 
fabricated spring plates and torsion 
bars starts at $10,400. Also in the 
works is a race car powered by a CB 
Performance electronically fuel-inject- 
ed Type I that's shooting for more 
than 250 horses. KC 


By Harold Pace 


jurchasing a kit car presents a 
potential for both pleasure and 


pain. Although many readers de- 
rive joy and satisfaction from their 
project cars, they also experience frus- 
trations and hassles. In many cases, 


BEFORE 
YOU BUY... 


1. YOU CAN'T PLAY UF ‘OU! 
HOU CANT? LAY UNTIL YOU FINISH YOUR 


Before calling prospective kit manufacturers, research 
the requirements for licensing a kit car in your state. This 
information is typically provided by the county tax office or 
the Department of Motor Vehicles (DMV) which handles ti- 
tles and license plates. Find out how the engine you plan to 
use will affect licensing and inspection. Some states re- 
Quire kit cars with newer engines to pass emissions tests, 
‘This may impact which kit or options you buy. Also, find 
Qut what paperwork is required for licensing. You may 
need a Manufacturer's Statement of Origin (MSO) and re- 
ceipts for the donor vehicle and major components to ob- 
tain a title Call insurance agents to inquire about insuring 
your car while it's under construction as well as when it’s 
driveable (see “Cover Me" elsewhere in this issue). You 
may change your kit plans based on the cost of insurance or 
the restrictions on coverage. Some homeowners! policies 
don't cover an unlicensed car in the garage, and a fire or 
theft could wipe out your 

dream. Check on it before 

ordering a kit. All of these 
costs need to be considered 

Prior to the purchase, so 

you can stay within your 

buildup budget, 

Also, one of the smartest 
investments you can make 
before purchasing your kit 
is ordering the assembly 
manual. Many manufactur- 
ers will credit the cost of the 
manualagainst the kit if 
you purchase it separately. 

is gives you a chance to 

(a) see what work, special 

tools and equipment are re- 

quired, (b) determine if the 
manualis clearly written 


the latter might have been avoided by 
following a few guidelines. To avoid 
disappointment when buying a kitcar, 
use the same common sense you would 
employ in any big-ticket purchase. It's 
like buying a “normal” car, but with 
some important differences. Due to 
the diversity of kit manufacturers in 


E. um 


tication; there are 
ibscribed to 
Tulesare'not 
possible. However, it's worth noting 
soine aspects of buying a kit that can 
help you get a fair deal. The followin, 
tips are provided by veteran kit pur. 
chasers and manufacturers, 


10 Ounces of 
Prevention 
That are Worth 
housands 

of Pounds 

‘ure 


of the rest of the company), and (c) find out whether you're 


equipped to do all of the assembly or need to farm out some 
of it. 


2, WHO ARE THESE GUYS, ANYWAY? 

You'll want to know how long the companies you're in- 
terested in have been in business. As with any company, a 
long track record counts for something. However, you also 
need to find out if it has been involved in a lot of litigation, 
Check with the Better Business Bureau and the state at- 
torney general's office to see if the companies are good cor- 
porate citizens, Bear in mind that nearly all businesses 
have legal skirmishes from time to time. Were the disputes 
resolved? Find out what the problems were and evaluate 
how they would affect you. 


3. TROLL FOR ADVICE 


Ask kit manufacturers to give you the names of some of 
their customers, but be aware that we've occasionally found 
the “references” to be com- 
pany employees, friends or 
even a company dealer. Al- 
зо, contact а kit car club 
(‘Join the Club,” May '95) 
and seek out owners of the 
kits you want. Once you 
find trustworthy sources, 
ask them about their expe- 
riences with the manufac- 
tarer. Was the kit delivered 
on time and complete? If 
not, how was it handled? 
Does the company return. 
calls? How did it handle 
back-ordered parts? Most. 
kit manufacturers have 
problems with back-orders 
on occasion since it’s not 


and understandable (if not, conomically feasible to fab- 

59 bad sign—the man- i cies look at fos а МВ to the manufacturer, not only to xat df ite poeta А 
isofenagoodindicator مس‎ p fadus conn: in a kit, but also to see However, the company 

66107 CAR should handle problems in а 
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and profes- 
nanner. Ask 
sifth 


y another 


timely 


custom 
would bu 
kit from the s 
company. 


ASH, CHECK 

^ GR CHARGE? 

You should know 
how much of a de- 
posit is required, and 
Ihe conditions that go 
with it. While many 
companies officially 
state that the deposit 
is nonrefundable, 
we've heard of excep- 
tions if the customer 
encounters a hard- 
ship or the kit on or- 
der can readily be 
sold to another buy- 
er. The required deposit typically runs about 10 pereent of 
the total price, although this figure can vary widely. The 
balance is often due when the kit is completed, or smaller 
payments may be due at various stages of assembly. If 
you've arranged financing with the manufacturer, a 
what happens if you're late with a payment. You'll also 
want to know what will happen if your kit isn’t delivered 
on time. There is no industry standard, so make sure the 
manufacturer's policy is agreeable to you. Methods of pay- 
ment can vary widely, so do the math in advance. Some kit 
manufacturers accept credit cards for the deposit or subse- 
quent payments. Others don’t. Be aware that your odds of 
being able to resolve conflicts are lower if you pay in cash 
and entirely in advance. On the other hand, we know of 
many reputable companies that don't accept plastic, so 
that alone shouldn’t be the deciding factor. 


5. MAKE THAT TO GO, PLEASE 

Once your kit is completed at the factory, it will have to 
be shipped to you. Company policies vary widely in meth- 
ods of shipment. Some ship directly to your house, while 


ame 


00 


demonstrator. 


others ship the kit to a terminal from which you must 
make arrangements to get it home. You may prefer to pick 
up the kit yourself to make sure all is well before loading it 
up. If so, ask if the company will charge you a crating and 


Check out how the 
kit is packaged pri- 
or to shipping. The 
crate should be 
sturdy and the com- 
ponents tightly se- 
cured to the pallet. 


Inspect the fiberglass on kits going out the door, not just on the factory 


shipping fee. Check 
the integrity of the 
packaging—fiber- 
glass is easily dam- 
aged in transit. Re- 
member that any 
damage that occurs 
will have to be re- 
solved with the ship- 
ping company. 


6. PATIENCE, 
PATIENCE 
Look over con- 
tracts carefully and 
resist any pressure. 
to order on your first 
phone call. The tele- 
phone is a great tool 
for gathering infor- 
mation or getting a 
feel for the people 
with whom you'll be 
doing business. It's perfect for ordering parts or manuals, 
but it’s also an easy way to make bad snap decisions pro- 
voked by hard-sell techniques. There are plenty of kits out 
there. There will always be deals to be had. Don’t make a 
decision until you feel comfortable with it. Besides, as Tip 


lume of components on hand or being shipped out the 
dier Can be an important indicator of the company’s health. 


1 ysuper-g lutely last-time, bar- 
9 points out, any super-great, absolut 3 
gain-basement offer you re given over the phone should be 
confirmed in writing before you send money or give a credit 
card number. Trust us on this one. 


URS 
лп ок we really feel this means always— 
visit the manufacturer. If you have! to fly across the coun- 
try, do it. Even when the “factory” turns out to be a two-car 
m (Some great kits have been builtin two-car | 
Tirages) Just make sure thats what you were told over the 
m and that you have. faith in the people you met А 3 
‘апу has welcomed you i cof 
aa Str signs of activity. Lind cars are being built 
"d none are in the lot, chances are business is sl umm 
p фе for a reason). Wander by cars that are um APR 
NEED Check the fiberglass panels for: Cee 
Took. at the chassis welds. These kits m ree. 
sentative than the factory demonstrator se e 
Don't worry about the dust—that’s no! 
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ë REGAL T-BIRD 


BUY THE ORIGINAL AND THE BEST 


WINNER! мога noce бичом Achiever 
"Өз Cice hotonas Petesens К Gr 


fish and scale accuracy o is саен s 
[S 
Compete бие To Specaly Crs 


The gias is smod, te constacton sound, ne 
сору SOL. = 
KIC state 


KITS * PARTS * ACCESSORIES + 


TURNKEYS • HAND-LAMINATED, 
‘STEELREINFORCED BODIES 
MANUFACTURED BY 


Regal Roadsters, Ltd. 
Call 608273۰4141 


(Phone or FAX) 
SEND 6.00 FOR A COMPLETE COLOR BROCHURE 
We have been MANUFACTURING and SELLING the 
REGAL TBIRD WORLDWIDE for TEN YEARS. We cos 


also supply you with 
Subassemblic to 


301 W. lle Hy. Madison, W1S3718 «et. 1861 


FIERO BODY KITS 


COUNTACH $3,595 
308 GTB $3,995 


m 


$5.00 info pk. to 
Mac’s Auto Body 
4427 Maygog Rd., Sarasota, FL 34233 
(941) 921-4420 


| ا سسس 
}———— 


WHATEVER YOU DRIVE OR 
RIDE, ON OR OFF THE ROAD, 
PETERSEN HAS AN 
AUTOMOTIVE TITLE JUST 
RIGHT FOR YOU! 


HOT ROD -CAR CRAFT - 
MOTOR TREND - 4-WHEEL 
& OFF-ROAD‘ CIRCLE 


TRACK - MOTORCYCLIST 
DIRT RIDER - er 


shop. Look for dis- 
crepancies be- 
tween what they 
told you over the 
phone and what. 
you see. 


8. OTHER 
PEOPLE'S 
MONEY 

‘You may need to 
get a loan to buy 
your kit. Unlike 

"with conventional 

new-car purchas- 

es, few banks 

will welcome you 

with open arms. 

The bank's prob- 

lem isthat, until 

the kit is com- 
plete, it doesn’t have a rolling vehicle 
to repossess should you default on the 
loan. Some buyers get around this by 
getting an unsecured (signature) loan 
to cover the deposit and having the 
bank lend them the balance when the 
car is completed (and sellable). Pol 
cies vary widely, so check with your 
bank first. Some kit manufacturers 
provide financing, but it's not com- 

mon. Other sources for funding are a 

line of credit ora second mortgage on 

your house, 


9. YOUR PAPERS, PLEASE 

Make sure you have the total price 
of what you're ordering, and that any 
estimates include tax, shipping and 
handling, and all options. If you're 
quoted a discount over the phone, 


Check to see if the 


cated for shipping, 


Parts are laid out in an orderly fashion so they can be quickly lo- 


Examine the weld quality on frames, especially around high- 
stress areas such as the suspension anchors. 


have it confirmed in writing before 
committing. Never agree to a contract 
without having everything spelled out. 
in writing. If you're unclear about the 
terms, have a lawyer look it over. If 
there is a discrepancy between what 
you were told and the written con- 
tract, remember: The written contract 
is all that counts! Take down the 
names of everyone you speak to over 
the phone and make notes of what is 
discussed. Have the company send a 
detailed invoice listing every item 
that isincluded in the kit. Some will 
list a “hardware package.” Have them 
spell out exactly what is there so you 
can figure out what isn’t there. When 
buyinga lot of nuts, bolts, trim and 
hinges, you can run into serious mon- 
ey. Know what you're paying for, and 


personal checklist. Just be- 


ae a company says the kit is "com- 
plete,” don't assume that meansits | 
P mplete enough for the car to be com- 
pleted Gf you're not sure what this 


Hears, we know how you feel), Wa 
Tanties differ widely from kit to kit, A 


turnkey car may have a 12-month 
warranty, while a basic kit may have. 
fo warranty at all. Make sure you un- 


derstand what is offered and how dis. 
putes will be handled 


10. DON'T BE STUPID 

In short, treat a kit car purchase like 
any other major expense. Would you 
buy a home over the phone without | 
having seen it? Take your time and ask 
plenty of questions, Any deal that 
starts flaky usually ends flaky. So if 
you start feeling uncomfortable with a 
particular company, it’s time to stop 
and re-evaluate. There is a company 
out there that will bea good fit for you, 
so spend time hunting it down. Making 
the right decision can make your pur- 
chase the fulfilling experience it has 
been for most kit car enthusiasts. КС 


Determine in advance if there will be ex- 
tra shipping or crating charges. 


While all kit companies experience 
Problems with back-ordered parts from 
‘me to time, find out how the company 


ENTER A NEW ERA IN KIT CARS 


lakes excellent 


® The Mostra is a VW based kit 
p 
Performance optione 


* All weather sports car that can be used everyday. 
ofthe yea. 


* Real sports car look and feel, The Mastreta is 
focused on performance 


* Preassembled body package esses construction and 
allows for easy installation of mechanical 
components and accesories. 


* Call for information package and set the new trend 
wilh us 


Exclusive US, Importer and Distributor. 


BOLD (ЇЇ 


MOTORS 


252 East Sth Street 
Jacksonville, Florida 32206 Fax 


Phone (904)355 9030 
(904)355 9100 


handles delays. 


Performance 


Small blocks & big blocks... 
Trannys - 350's, Toploaders, 

C-6's and more. 
Turn-key combinations... 
Cobra Packages!!! 
and you've gol to be performance 
ingines, transmissions and compo- 
‘come out fighting in the survival of 
es to fit a multitude of kit саг 
ant to stay ahead of the pack or 
PER devour your competition! 
Balanced engine assembly, align 
honing, square decking, torque 
plate honing... and more. 
Call us for a free quotation 


4-800-827-7455 


815 Wernsing Pd. - Jasper, IN 47548 


It's an asphalt jungle out there 

wise to survive. Performance е 

nents {гот JASPER are built to 

the fittest. We have power rang 
nether you w: 

applications. So wi 

ae them eat your dust, let JASI 


PT م‎ SEER, 


‘A division of p 
Jasper Engines & Transmissions 


Not legal for sale or use in Сайот\а. | 
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2 Driver and various VW and dune 


Fist came the pacts... 
у magazines can also be helpful, 2te Cental lias inanalaelunat ahd 
buggy old ads too. They were usual- FTE Erne 
Look К and ran in the back, and they 9 
|узтай а 


m 


vide information on the donor 
can ue. trim and so forth (but. 

car PP Ke any claims of assembly 
dont S absolute fact). Also, older is- 
time ® it Car may have featured the 
ou want. To find these dusty, 20- 
art with Hemmings 


ҮЛ 


and now. comes á timely 
| produciion of a timeless 
body Ale 


This Glasspar G-1 (circa 1952) is areal swap-meet treasure with 
a $4500 asking price. It has a modern motor but needs a frame- 
out restoration. However, it has a genuine Glasspar chassis plate 
(important), and the rollbar reveals a competition career which 
is helpful for getting entries at vintage racing events. Once com- 
pleted, a used kit such as this could be a showpiece and attract 
admiring crowds the way this restored example does. 


where to start. Here are a few sugges- 
tions on digging through kit car bone- 
yards, with some tips on how to save a 
few bucks along the way. 


By Harold Pace 
T: kit car hobby—or obsession for 


The second route is to start looking 
for a particular kit you have in mind 
Perhaps you're a fan of older kits. 
Maybe someone you knew in high 


amv е, 


Some—appeals to a wide range of 


enthusiasts for a wide range of 


er 


reasons. Some enjoy the assembly 
Process itself, giving vent to their con- 
ll Structive/compulsive impulses. Oth- 
ers strive to recreate their dream cars, 
whether the vehicles are reptilian or 

| Italian in origin. But there are still 

| others out there who view kit cars as 
pieces of automotive history in their 
own right. They don’t want to build a. 


Where Do These Things Come 
From, Anyway? 

here are two basic. routes to own- 
ing an older kit. One is by pure 
chance—your eccentric uncle gives it 
to you to get it out of his garage. Or, 
an oddly-appealing body shape ap. 
pears on a nearby used-car lot. Or 
Some guy at a swap meet offers to 
trade this obscure body for that tired 


school had one, or you vaguely re- k 


member seeing an ad for a 200mph 
road rocket that you actually believed 
you could build in a weekend. What- 
ever the reason, you won't be happy 
until you find your own personal blast 
from the past. So where to start? 


Hit the Books 
If you're looking for a kit built be- 


1 fore 1970, you need literature from 
Teplica with perhaps no more sub- short-block you're sick of lugging that era. to learn pus about your 
stance than an Elvis: impersonator. around. It's not as if you were looking сат, such as which engines were of- 
Instead theyseeanolderkitwithan for anid kitit just sort of followed fered. what the bumpers looked like 
Еш design as a “soul car” which you home Dis a lost Puppy. Ifthat’s and which window eas каен 
ie tdas à personal connection with the case, goure going to need a lotof (this last itama especially impor- 

¢ enthusiasts who built it years аро. information about what in the world it tant) Before the advent of Kit Car 
However, we realize there are would- {енд who in his right mind would 
be classic kit buyers who don't know 


70107 CAR. 


build a car like this; 


magazine in 1982 (by the way, look for 


Went 


uai 


эм: 
auae 


our 15th anniversary issue coming out 
PHOTOGRAPHY: HAROLD PACE & DAVID FETHERSTON 


qanat 
HORATHAE ERE 


DIAMONDS IN THE ROUGH 


on VW bugs. Almost invariably there 
will be a half-finished dune buggy or a 
similar kit in the storage lot out back 
Also, check out foreign-car repair 
shops that specialize in sports cars. 
They may have sporty-looking kits to 
sell at rock-bottom prices because the 
owners forfeited them following ex- 
pensive repair jobs. The shop will 
need to get a mechanics’ lien against 
the car before selling it to you. Be sure 
the title is clear before you hand over 
any money, 

Repair and hot rod shops frequently 
have bulletin boards where you may 
find kits for sale. Don't forget the local 
junkyards because kits that aren't 
wrecked may end up there when 
builders give up and have them 
hauled off. Kits also show up at police 
auctions. This is a long shot, but if you 
ora friend attend these regularly, 
keep your eyes peeled. Don't bid too 
high—they usually sell cheap. 

One other way to ferret out older 
kits is to look in backyards and open 
garages as you drive slowly around 
town. This may make a lasting im- 
Pression on the police, so be ready to 
explain your actions, and don't haul a 
trunk full of hubcaps while you're 
looking. Carry business cards to leave 
gn windshields or doors in case no one 
is home. 


Just How Bad Is It, Doc? 

Older kits often have a universe of. 
problems that seldom afflict newer 
kits. Most stem from primitive fiber- 
glass technology during the early 
days. Split seams and delamination 
are common. Gelcoats are either 
cracking or absent altogether, Poor 
weather sealing wasthe norm, and 
you can count on one hand the пит. 
ber of correctly hung doors found on 
anything made before 1960. Body 
mounts were sometimes wooden two- 
by-fours covered with a layer of fiber. 
glass which could be reduced to the 
T2KITCAR 


Puma, imported from Brazil in the mid- 
'80s. Much of the kit was assembled at 
the factory, so it will be easy for the 
homebuilder to complete. 


consistency of oatmeal by a flow of 
rainwater. And if you were to add up 
all the time kit manufacturers spent 
improving ventilation, heat control 
and noise levels in the old days, you 
probably wouldn't have enough time 
to blow your nose. 

Note the chassis condition. By now, 
an older, half-finished kit will proba- 
bly have some rust. gnawing away at 
its vitals. And check the welds on fab- 
ricated parts before taking to the 
road. The engine and the gearbox are 
the least of your worries. ifthe car 
won't start, assume the engine is 
toast, and not that it just needs a new 
starter like the seller told you. 


rend 
В 
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Legal Eagles 

Many kits from the past were never 
finished. Due to the unexpected time 
and complexity involved, many pass 
through dozens of owners without 
turning a wheel under their own pow- 
er. This brings up several paperwork 
concerns unique to older kits. For in- 
stance, there may be no title. But if 
the kit was based on a production car 
(such as a VW Beetle), it may have a 
chassis plate, and the local license de- 
partment can run a check on the chas- 
sis number to make sure it isn’t stolen 
or still carrying a lien from a previous 
owner. 


Ifthere's no chassis plate, you may 
have to apply for a builder's title, in 
which case you'll need bills of sale for 
all the components used to build the 
kit. This will result in a new title that 
lists the car as а current-year car. Ifyou 


This Amante GT, а VW-based kit from the early '70s, was spotted outside a VW repair | | 


їз mis significantly the outer | 
hat used to assemble kits. Its missing many parts, most signi y 
pud Skins. Its $500 price makes it tempting, but only for those with experience. 
Amante bodies are attractive, and one was used successfully оп a Bonneville racer. | 


want the title to reflect the actual age of 
the car, you may want to find another 
chassis with a title to rebuild on. For in- 
stance, buying another VW pan of the 
right age could be very cheap and 
would probably be a lot less work than 
applying for a builder'stitle. Or you 

may wish to rebuild onan earlier chas- 
sis to sidestep the emissions issues. 

If your kit has a custom-built chas- 
sis, youll need to search for a chassis 
number. Be aware that few early kit 
manufacturers put numbers on kit 
chassis. However, most of them also 
sold complete cars, and these usually 
had numbers stamped on the frames 
You may need to sandblast the frame 
to find the numbers, which are fre- 
quently on the front crossmember ог 


near the rear shock mounts, Some 
chassis number plates are riveted to 
the body on the inside of the doors ог 
on the firewall. Bare bodies were 
sometimes numbered with spray cans 
on the inside of the fenders, and some 
vehicle license departments may ac- 
cept that. Ifyou can find a number, 
you'll be ahead of the game. Also, see 
if the previous owner has a copy of the 
original bill of sale or a license receipt. 
Anything that will start a paper trail 
is helpful. there's no title to go with 
the kit, you'll need a bill of sale to take 
to the Department of Motor Vehicles, 
which may require it to be notarized. 
Now that you have your older kit 
how about antique license plates 
They're cheaper than regular plates 


Magazines and sales. 

= Brochures abound at 

_ swap meets, though you 
‘may have to ask where. 
the kit stuff is hidden. The. 
demand is low; 80 don't: 
рау too much. 


INTERIOR PRODUCTS 
Wrap Around Das Dash Cover, Wood Faca. 
molded! Covers & More? 


ee 1-4 


PERFORMANCE PRODUCTS] 
Suspension Kit Speedway Brake Upgrade 
‘Eng. Swaps Corson V8. 
ACE SAS SBC V-68 Quad 4 


=$8 or 

шет Order VSM/NC‏ نا 

Gol ond order i 

ISA CORP. 
Р Box 15088, Dept. PKC 
Phoenix, AZ 85060-5088 
Tel. (602) 376-1550 
tp: / /cybercars.com/ ierohq tnl 
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DIAMONDS IN THE ROUGH 


This Bradley GTI was sitting forlornly in 
the back row of a used-car lot, which is 
often the best place to find a good deal, 
The owner was asking for $1100 or the 
best offer. The car is pretty complete 
even though it needs much work, but if 
you just happen to love Bradleys... 


states don 
antique plates, but you ma 
some success if the kit m; 
also offered turnkey cai 


and where, you 
can drive with these plates. Some 


r articles and 
vill come in handy here as the bu- 
Teaucrats may request proof that your 
kit could have been a turnkey car. Go 
п these guys—some of them are 
people and want to help. 
By the way, just because these kits 
are classics, don't buy one as an in- 
vestment. Even Ferraris have been 
Pretty poor investments since about 
1991. The fact that a car i a classic 
ssarily mean it's valuable. 
der the VW Bug and the first 
stangs. Despite their milestone- 
car status, common variations on ei- 
ther can be bought in restorable con 
dition for next to nothing. Buy old kits 
уте neat cars in their own 


SOURCES 

Kit Car Classifieds 
Dept. KC 
Westwood Publishing 
P.O. Box 162 
Haverford, PA 19041 
This beautiful Fiberfab Valkyrie $10/8963952, ext. 14 
Yas for sale at a kit car show. Kif Car Marketeer 
The owner was willing to listen Dept. KC 
to offers in the ЕО Crown Publishing Co. Inc. 
$15,000 range. A Pontiac V8 Р.О. Box 1337 
Be Corvairtransaxle give it | Santa Clarita, CA 91386 

taking performance (al. 805/251-2223 


Could be upgraded with dise Doorn 
brakes). It’s an excellent exam- P.O. Box 100 
pe K what an elder kit can be, ME “OW 

е Avenger looks quite similar 5 0520: 
to the Valkyrie but h 0 YTOS201 
chanicalg, ا‎ has W me CULPAM 


DIAMONDS IN THE ROUGH 


This Bradley GT-Il was sitting forlornly in 
the back row of a used-car lot, which is 
often the best place to find a good deal. 
The owner was asking for $1100 or the 
best offer. The car is pretty complete 
even though it needs much work, but if 


and may exempt you from an annual 
DMV inspection, Laws vary by state, 
but most states require that the car be 
at least 20 years old. You may be re- 
stricted in how much, and where, you 


states don’t consider kits eligible for 
antique plates, but you may have 
some success if the kit manufacturer 
also offered turnkey cars (even if your. 
car isn’t one). Your old car articles and 


you just happen to love Bradleys. can drive with these plates. Some ads will come in handy here as the bu- 


reaucrats may request proof that your 
kit could have been a turnkey car. Go 
easy on these guys—some of them are 
real car people and want to help. 

By the way, just because these kits 
are classics, don’t buy one as an in- 
vestment. Even Ferraris have been 
pretty poor investments since about 
1991. The fact that a car is a classic 
doesn't necessarily mean it's valuable. 
Consider the VW Bug and the first. 
Mustangs. Despite their milestone- 
car status, common variations on ei- 
ther can be bought in restorable con- 
dition for next to nothing. Buy old kits 
because they're neat cars in their own 
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| were much-feared racing cars in the sr 
less the engine, seemed fair even thou; 
a very basic kit which is eligible to race 


could be a Crosley or a three-cylinder ¢ 
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LONE STAR CLASSICS 


2 
THE 1996 BUY DIRECT AND SAVE PROGRAM 


MOST KITS REDUCED 30-40%! 
ALL STANDARD KITS INCLUDE: 
* A CUSTOM 2° x 4" RECTANGULAR TUBE FRAME 


* A ONE PIECE HAND LAID FIBERGLASS BODY WITH COREMAT А DD HINGE POINTS 
ЖАЗЫ САП ОМ FEL СЕН JEMAT AND STEEL REINFORCE! 


Ad ES = EE 
The Aquila Soars 
Into the Pasî 


• FMSS APPROVED DOOR LATCHES AND STRIKERS 
* JACK STYLE BUMPERS INCLUDING SUSPENSION 
* A DRIVE SHAFT SAFETY SHIELD PACKAGE 
ALSO INCLUDED FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY: 
* A DELUXE SUSPENSION PACKAGE—A $1,295 VALUE. 
* CUSTOM FRONT UPPER AND LOWER TUBULAR A-ARMS WITH BALL JOINTS AND COIL OVER SHOCKS 
* REAR PANHARD BAR WITH 4-LINK SYSTEM AND COIL OVER SHOCKS 
PRICE GUARANTEE FOR 90 DAYS FROM DATE OF PURCHASE ON ALL 
STANDARD KITS OR WE PAY YOU 110% OF THE DIFFERENCE. 


* HEAVY DUTY HINGES AND COLW 
PLUS, ON LS427 COBRAS: LS427 COBRA 
* SIDE DOOR IMPACT REINFORCEMENTS. 
$7,395 
INCLUDED ARE: 
* UNIVERSAL MOUNTING BRACKETS FOR THE REAR END. 
CALL TODAY 817-431-5422 


REFLECTION SERIES | 


ТИЕ COMPLETE PACKAGE CAR. 


* A true 1 host car conversion 


(78-88 *G.M. Midsize) 
By Harold Pace 7 + Engineered for Safety & 
е а the greatest skill from aces such as Sterling Hes AR 
or many fans of racing history, the'505 mark Wess, Phil Hill and Piero Taruffi. It was a simpler time, 7 А! Stel Innersiructure Suppliec 
Fs den era of sports car racing The tos ® Without the pressures and ауага n Ки (Fema, Floorpan, Dow, ак) 


teams from Aston Martin, Jaguar, Ferrari A Mmegacorporate sponsorship. Drivers didn't carry briefcas- ~ Accepts any G.M. Engine/Trans. 
ani Macaig E > tareni, Maserati ев, and the promise ofa good race wao ail they required to * Designed for the amateur builder 


on the American up- strap on their hel- with no special tools or welding 
starts from Cunning- mets. required, 


ham and Lance Jim Harrell of 7 Packages from 59,995. 


Reventlow’s Scarab Nostalgia Motorcars ` Unique pay as you build plan. 
works. These sleek was among those. 


beauties were sculpt- captivated by this 


ed from aluminum glorious era. He grew 
bycraftsmen with as чр going to races 


much an eye for aes- where these long and TERES 
thetic appeal as for lanky thoroughbreds а ‘Please send me Info 


aerodynamic consid- did battle, and he re- Nome VISA MC DISC. AE 
erations. Mechani- 


solved to build a rac- Гава 
cally unsophisticated er of his own. The FOR INFO PAK CALL Пале fem 
at least by today's Aquila (Latin for ea- j mee E ЗН 
И а -800-753-4158 دوي‎ GU C 
inny tires and high After a career in n Y 1 phone (Evening) سلس‎ 
PoWer-to-weight ra- building street rods, 35 (Refundable with Purchase) 1 ice Car Со, PO Box 265, Glyndon, MN 56547 
restoring British = 


امس م م ا س ا 


PHOTOGRAPHY: HAROLD PACE & JIM HARRELL 


wi 


HERE EAGLES DARE 


sports cars, winning the Sports Car Club of America For- 
mula Ford National Championship and hustling the 
Owens-Corning Corvettes around Daytona, Harrell 
uniquely qualified to build a classic sports/racer u: 
modern running gear for ease of maintenance and p 
mance. He patterned the body along period lines, with t 
midsection echoing the Aston Martin DBRI. The nose is 
reminiscent ofa '56 Ferrari 500 TRC (the four-cylinder 
Testa Rossa). The tail is truncated and shows Jaguar and 
Maserati influences. Such a combination of elements could 
easily have resulted іп а mishmash of clichés, but the com- 
ponents have been so skillfully integrated that the result. 
ing shape is timelessly original. The aluminum body is fab- 
ricated by Church Green of Great Britain using Eng 
wheels, which delicately shape the metal without ha 
ing it as handpounding and power hammers tend to do. 
The interioris in keeping with the vintage flavor. Mary 


Even though the lines have vintage quality, under the skin lies 
8 late-model Chevy V8 with LTI electronics, allowing comput- 
er-diagnostic servicing. 


78107 CAR 


The Aquila's aluminum body panels were formed by hand on 
an English wheel, and the seams were gas-welded for а 
smooth finish. 


Harrell (Jim's wife), who has her own automotive interior 
design firm, displays the artistry that has made her work 
sought-after for restorations and custom rods. Gracing the 
cockpit is Bridge of Weir leather accented by wool carpet 
and a Moto-Lita four-spoke mahogany wheel, VDO gauges 
were used in the prototype, but others can be substituted. 

The Aquila differs philosophically from ma cing car 
replicas in that it does not c ombine a muscular ing en- 
gine with passenger-car suspension. The Aquila was de- 
Signed to be a balanced sports car that could be driven any- 
Where and serviced at any Chevrolet dealer. By keeping 
the weight to a svelte 2090 pounds, the 200hp, 265ci Chevy 
L99 V8 with an LT1 computer should provide 0-60mph 
times in the mid-5s with a top speed of just under 150 mph. 
This gives a comfortable level of performance without the 
white knuckles that result from overpowering a simple 
chassis. For those desiring more horses, the 350ci LT1 en- 
gine is an option. 

The Chevy mill drives through a six-speed T56 trans- 
mission to a 9-inch Ford rearend in a four-link setup with 


an adjustable Panhard rod for lateral 
location. The chassis is a ladder type 
with a triangulated backbone fone] 
around the drivetrain. Addition; 
pickup points on the frame allow 
Changes in the roll center. Aluminum 
adjustable coil-over shocks control the 
‘ounce, and the brakes are 12-inch 
ventilated discs with Wilwood alu. 
minum four-piston calipers, Harrell 
chose the live axle over a de Dion or 
an independent for easier tuning and 
simplicity of mounting, 

The front suspension features fully 
adjustable A-arms and aluminum 


coil-over shocks. Steering is rack-and. 
pinion, with a mere two turns from 

Jock to lock. Since all the suspension 
pieces are adjustable, the Aquila can 
be fine-tuned to road conditions or th 


preferences of the driver, What feels 

best on the road may not be what you 

prefer for a hot lap at Willow Springs 
Ifanything visually gives the 

Aquila away as not being a 505 car, 

it’s the wheels, The 1 

are compatible with the clas: 


ogy of the car, but some buyers may opt for period rims 
Harrell offers replicas of Halibrand Kidney Beans (so 


e e 
frontend is fully adjustable, 


For ease of chassis tuning, the dial A am 


SH rearend has additional pickup points that 


nch alloy wheels by Progressive 
c shape and modern technol- 


Mary Harrell of Cust 
cockpit treatment. 


от Interiors designed and handcrafted the classically simple 


d for their bean-shaped ventilation holes) and alloy- 
rimmed wire wheels. The tires are Dunlop P205/65SR15. 
In keeping with the eclectic quality of the body, it’s 
imagine a red Aquila with wire wheels having a de- 
alian character, a light blue version with the Hal- 
ids having an American look, and a British-racing- 
green car holding up the English end. 

Harrell believes buyers will be people who are nostalgic 
for the sports racers of ће 50s but prefer a car they сап 
drive instead of work on all day. Although the Aquila is not 
legal for vintage racing, it would be a great car for open 
track events or for a blast down a winding country lane. 

Future plans call for a removable soft top, a DOT-ap- 
proved windshield, bumperettes and other details. Harrell 
intends to change the gearing in the prototype from 3:50 to 
4:11 for better acceleration. 

All of this craftsmanship and design does not come at a 
modest sum. Available only in turnkey form for $68,867, 
the Aquila is comparably priced with the premium alu- 
minum-bodied Cobra replicas. It will likely appeal to the 
e sort of buyer who favors a Kurtis continuation car 
(‘Weapons Grade,” November 95) or D-Type and C-Type 

Jaguar replicas with proper alu- 
minum bodies (“Fab Fifties,” May 
96), some of which cost considerably 
more than the Aquila. 

An original design with a true vin- 
tage feel is refreshing, and the work- 
manship is beyond reproach, This at- 
tention to detail was rewarded at the 
recent Carlisle kit show (see “Fire and 
Rain” elsewhere in this issue), where 
we presented Harrell with the Editor's. 
Choice award. The Aquila is a rare, 
high-flying bird that deserves some 
special recognition. KC 
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SPECIAL OFFER!! 


To The Readers О! 
‘KIT CAR" Magazine 


Save $3.00 (reg. 
$6.00) on our 
GIANT 600 pg. 
CATALOG - an 
invaluable 
source for top 
quality parts at 
wholesale 
prices. We sup- 
ply thousands 
of Stock, High 
Performance 

|| and Racing parts 
& accessories. 
Don't risk rebuild- 
ing your engine 
without PA. 
latest catalog! 
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, Why the reluctance? Well (fed; 
SOHC, also called the Carmer, ex 
g engine designad by. 
to go up рил the hi 
outlawed and evon- d rae 


you can’t go апуу наға GF half 


When the engine doesn't fit, enlarge the 
envelope. Notice the shaved section on 
the footbox and the modified throttle 
linkage. 


Custom-fabricated tubing and a remote 
oil-filter system were required to wedge 
the Cammer into the engine bay. 


li Tech's independent rearend и: 
modified Ford 9-inch differential. 


If youre into racing—or simply a safer 
setup—Hi-Tech now offers a ballistic- 
grade nylon fuel cell with an aluminum 
housing. 


‘Aluminum bodies for both replicas and 
restoration projects are available as well 


үш. т КИ 


Mer CTBT 


з m up to critical m 
there it sits, exhausts burbling with a 
basso profondo, while you take time 

‘or that second cup of coffee. 


take a flight with the Blue Angels. 
базе out the clutch gingerly because 
his thing’s got more torque than а 
ulldozer at a strip mine. If you tap 
€ throttle just a tad more than nec- 
essary, you'll tear off half the tire 
tread; When you're up and running, it 
есоте; that this is one of those 
really comes alive at 5000 
"pm. At 60 mph in Third gear, the en- 
Sine feels as though it's still idling. 


Anything less than that and the Cam- 
still yawning and stretching, as 
waiting for you to get with the 
program. And even when you get it 
revved up, it seems to be asking to be 
flogged, sort of like Rocky egging on 
that Russian boxer with “C'mon, hit 
me again, hit me.” 

The Cammer's skyrocket perfor- 
mance can be a lot of fun, just as long 
as you live next to an international 
airstrip and can drag race against the 
supersonic Concord taking off for Lon- 
don. But what happens when you 
want to change direction? It's not as 
tough as trying to corner a Santa Fe 
freight train, but we do have a re 
newed appreciation for Newton's prin- 


Just introduced is a new 289 street Co- 
bra, with 3-inch round-tube mainrails 
and leaf springs. 


The frame for a Hi-Tech 427 Cobra is an 
exacting reproduction of the original, 
with 4-inch round-tube mainrails (albeit 
with a beefier wall thickness for in- 
creased rigidity). 


ciple of inertia. You can't just toss this 
King Kong Cobra into a turn—you 
schedule an appointment instead. 
Controlling a four-wheel drift is about 
aseasy as driving carpet tacks with a 
sledgehammer. But man, whata blow 
you can deliver with this club. Just 
having а Cammer flush-fitted be- 
tween the fenders is enough to scare 
off all but the foolhardy 

Maybe we're being a little hard on. 
this car. Maybe it’s anything goes 
when it comes to your personal project 
car. Yet maybe this excess is why 
West has the Cammer for sale, al- 
though he claims it’s to help pay for 
his GT40 replica. Still, we should give 
the folks at Hi-Tech a lot of credit for 
the engineering required to make this 
project come together. Shelby didn't 
try it, but they did, and they made it 
work. Kc 


SOURCE 


Hi-Tech Motorsports, Inc. 
Dept. КС 

2204 W. Southern Ave. 
Tempo, AZ 85282 
602/431-9400 


By Steve Temple 


n all the ways the VW Beetle has been sectioned, 

sliced and diced for kit car projects over the past few 

decades, one simple fact has often been overlooked: 
the lack of chassis rigidity. Most VW rebodies have giv- 
еп scant attention to the need to beef up the frame once 
the Bug body is removed. Tom McBurnie of Thunder 
Ranch, however, has addressed this problem in a novel 
way with his new Riot. He drew on the innovative tech- 


Note the differences between the 
original concept drawing and the 
completed car. 


nology of his Lightening street rod, which features a 
fiberglass-composite chassis with no steel framemem- 
bers between the front and rear wheels. Although the 
Riot is not so radical—a stock-length VW steel pan still 
s as the basic platform of the car—the body kit vs- 
es fiberglass not only to create a modern shape but also 
asa structural material 
Notice the contours of the side panels, No door open- 
ings interrupt the flow of the cockpit coamings, which 
adds strength and creates a fluid look as well. The main 
body does not consist of inherently 
flexible flat panels but instead is 
essentially a large tub (Formula 1 
cars pion d this approach). Al- 
80, the cockpit coamings have a 
semiellipticel cross section that is 
far more difficult to bend or twist. 
In addition, the layup has balsa 
coring, a material that has long 
been employed in the marine in- 
dustry to reinforce decks and in- 
crease resistance to slamming 
loads on hulls. When properly 
bonded between two fiberglass 
skins, balsa coring acts much the 
way the connecting web section ofa 
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steel I-beam does in high-rise con- 
struction. This application of balsa 
coring in a fiberglass laminate can 
markedly increase strength without 
causing a big increase in weight 
(Note that simply increasing the 
thickness of the layup with more resin 
and glass will not achieve the same 
end but instead result in a much heav- 
ier body with little increase in struc- 
tural stiffness.) For the performance 
enthusiast, greater rigidity and 
lighter weight are holy grails—the 


The dash layout is clean and simple to 


match the styling elements of the rest of 
the car. 


DESIGN ENERGY, INC. 
414 н SALSPUEDES. SANTA-BARBARA CA 93103 


805-965-5115 


Ol Joint Jigger 


Tube & Pipe Notcher 


Using standard bi metal hole saws, and 
a 1/2" hand drill or small drill Press to 
Provide the power, this heavy duty 
fixture notches quickly and accurately 
the ends of tube or pipe up to 2" OD. 


For info or to order call TOLL FREE! 
1-800-NICE CUT (642.3255) 


We deal everyone fs. (Good fts hat is) 


Dale Wilch Sales & Mfg. 


РО. Bor 12031 * Kansas City, KS 661 
Phone: (913) 788-2219» Fax 788-9692 


Aluminum paneling nicely finishes off 
the engine bay for the VW Type |. 


former because the suspension geome. 
try varies less; the latter because even 
minimal gains in horsepower mean 
the Riot will run like a scalded dog. 

Another drawback of the VW chas, 
sis is in the front suspension. Anyone 
familiar with VW Beetles knows that 
the nose rides high. This characteris 
tic is amplified when a lighter-weigh. 
kit body replaces the stock sheetmetal 
one. As noted in our previous issue, 
the Riot's widened frontend has in 
serts for the torsion tubes with adjust. 
ment collars so the nose can be low- 
ered for a better grip and a sportier 
stance, 

Building a Riot should be a refresh- 
ingly easy process. Stripping off an old 
Beetle body is a simple unboiting pro. 
cedure, and installing the Riot tub is 
essentially the reverse of that. Marks 
for the VW pan's stock mounting holes 
are already molded into the flanges of 


Here is a closeup of how the Riot body 
mounts on the VW pan. Note how the in- 
ner flanges line up neatly with the 
perimeter of the pan. Holes must be 
drilled in the flanges before bolting 
them down, and an opening must be 
made for the steering column as well. 


Comparing the first cor 


pleted Riot with a con: 
flatter and shorter and the rear section stubbier. 


Pt drawing shows how the nose was 


jot tub. A molded-in outline also 

the Ri eh re tocut the hole for the 
shoring column. The battery does 
ster to be relocated to the front ofthe 
hav vhich helps improve weight di 
caf tion as well. Thunder Ranch 
Aims a build time of less than 40 
fours, which seems feasible for some- 
Мое already familiar with a VW Beetle 

"The kit price is a low $3650, and 
that includes all the Riot components 
that can't be obtained from other 
sources, such as the windshield and 
the steel subframe for the battery and 
the gas tank. Other components re- 
quired to complete the vehicle, such as 
new wheels, lights and other options, 
will raise the total cost to at least. 
$5000, not counting the cost of the VW 
donor and any performance mods 

Overall, we like the simple yet in- 
novative approach of the design, even 
ifthe lines have departed somewhat 
from the original concept (see "Back 
to the Future,” September '94), The 
nose is a bit more rounded, and the 
body is wider than we expected 
we've taken a bit more time to warm 
up to the Riot. But this is definitely a 
case in which beauty is more than 
skin deep. 


кс 


Thunder Ranch has соте ир with апїп- 
поуабуе way to widen the track and low- 
er the front suspension. The front torsion 
tubes are cut and shortened 2 inches, 
then 6-inch sections with adjustable col- 
lars are welded in the middle. 
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Manifold Air Temperature Sensor ca] 
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| Fuel 
| Injection 


| By Steve Temple 


геме ballyhooed the benefits of 
W: lectronic fuel injection (EFI) 

for V8 engines in recent is- 
sues, but what about that age-old dar- 
ling of kit cars, the Volkswagen Type 
I? What сап be done to bring this en- 
| during design into the 21st century? 

Bob Tomlinson of CB Performance 
asked the same question and came up 
with a satisfying answer. Afterconsid- 
erable engine development and testing 


(and also 

| hacking his 

і way through ШВ 

| ajungle of Displacement 
reaucratic red | x Bore 
tape), henow Compression Ratio 
hasaVW 
‘Typelengine SSUES 
thatscerti ЖД 
fied by the Power 
California Air 


Resources Board (CARB). That means 
it has passed current emissions stan- 
dards for all 50 states. And that’s not 
all—the engine's output is good for 130 
horses, a substantial increase over the 
smoggier stock engine's rating. Tenta- 
tively priced at $5900, this pretuned 
engine comes already dyno-tested апа 
with a new case (no used parts). Also, 
its shipped completely assembled ex- 
cept for the catalytic converter and 
muffler system, which are removed to 
facilitate shipment, 

88 KIT CAR 


CYBER 


Cylinder Head 


| System for "eve 
the VW Oil Pressure 
Type I Sensor 

| Engine Oxygen sensor. 


Specifications 


Intake/Exhaust Valves 40/35.5mm 


Breather Hose 


Installing the engine in stock-bod- 
ied VW Beetles requires removing the 
air cleaner assembly, the throttle bod- 
ies, the intake manifolds and the 
throttle linkage, all of which are rein- 
stalled after the engine is in the car. 
We checked out the installation on 
CB's test mule, a standard VW Beetle 
sedan, and the EFI not only looked 
clean, it also ran strong. With VW- 
powered kit cars, the amount of en- 
gine disassembly necessary varies de- 
pending on the body configuration. All 
vehicle types. 
fitted with 
the Type I re- 
quire fabri- 
cating a pres- 
surized fuel 
system with a 
return line 
anda fuel- 
pressure reg- 
ulator. Note 
that 66-09 VWs should be fitted with 
an evaporative control system consist- 
ing of a sealed gas cap and an activat- 
ed charcoal canister. The ’70-present 
cars are already equipped with a 
urge system but need an updated, 
more effective canister. 

The heart of the EFI is, of course, 
the electronic control module (ECM). 
CB's ECM is from a GM. Storm and 
has а custom-fabricated wiring har- 
ness that must be hooked up as well. 
The ECM has onboard diagnostics, 


2.0 liters 
78x90.5mm 
85:1 


272 degrees 
125:1 
130 hp @ 5200 rpm 


am 
| Fuel Evoporato; 
Hoses 
Ta Sight side 
ГИ Linkage 


1 1 
Right Intake 
Throttle Body 


and the number of flashes on the 
“check engine" light or the readout on 
a separate scanner indicates the type 
of problem detected by the computer. 
Other components of the EFI system 
include the manifold air temperature 
(MAT) sensor and the throttle position. 
sensor (TPS), which are fitted on the 
throttle bodies. The manifold absolute 
pressure (MAP) sensor is mounted to 
the 40,000-volt, computer-controlled 
high energy ignition (HEI) coil mount. 
Other sensors are required to measure 
the cylinder head temperature and the 
levels of oxygen in the exhaust system 
upstream of the catalytic converter. 
The latter item is a standard unit from 
a Pontiac LeMans. 

A lower-cost EFI system for off-road 
use is also in the works from CB Per- 
formance. Priced at less than $1000, 
this new unit will feature a single cen- 
ter-mounted throttle body with two 
injectors. And once you get that Type I 
engine whipped into shape, contact 
CB regarding its new drop-spindle 
front suspension, so you can get the 
right stance too. Kc 
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Manx Blazed . 
san Still 7 


By Eric Rickman 


n the e ‘oad touring be. 
came q 
most tr 


nd one of the. 


over the rugg 
Baja Penins 
Paz. Th 


rui 'ed about 
les of dirt roads, cow trails, 
ind dry lakes, later became 
known as the Baja 1000. Although the 
at that time, 
ts and buggy enthu- 
a challenge to cover 
e least amount of 
time possible. The sport intrigued 
Bruce Mey о the extent that he 
decided to build a VW-based buggy 
called the Manx and join the fun 

The motorcycles were making the 
run in about 40 


No.2, No. 3 is owned by Rodger Katz 
No. 7 is owned by 
a Manx Club member. 
Each of the 12 original cars was 
molded as a complete unit with sus- 


rt eb. 


rCovering her eyes 
“at The Drop-off must 
~ have helped—she and 


down safely. 


Manx is the right name 
for this buggy that has 
a catlike ability to 

scramble over the 
roughest terrain. 


dd Golden Trail had many twists, 
turns and switchbacks that 
Ё Kept the group slowed to a 
РА crawl, giving everyone time 
to appreciate the scenery, 


ў 
l; 


Г i There 
i ht name for this pass. 
ен inches to spare on each side, so travel 
limited to buggies and motorcy- 
through, they were met with 


The Sq 
are very few incl 
over this route is 
cles. As drivers made it t 


Following the. 
thrills and spills 
M of The Drop-off, 
a mandatory 
rest stop helped 
calm drivers’ 
nerves. 


much cheering and applause. 


The "damn the torpedos" method was 
the favored and more spectacular way 
of fording the stream. 


Here's one hot dog that cooled off in a 
spring-fed brook after hours of dirt and 
desert. 


Bruce Meyers is Mr. Manx, the designer and builder of the Meyers Manx. The vehi- 


cle shown here is the fourth of the first dozen he built 


newsletter and keep abreast of off-road 
activity. To participate in the club's 
four yearly events, you must have a 
street-legal vehicle, because most of 
the trails are on government-controlled 
lands, and to reach some of the trails 
you must drive on public highways. 

‘The outing we attended began east 
of San Diego at the Butterfield Ranch 
campgrounds, just off Highway S2 at 
the edge of Anza-Borrego Desert State 
Park. After а chuckwagon breakfast of 
eggs McManx and a drivers’ meeting 
Saturday morning, it was show-n'- 
shine time, and 42 cars lined up be- 
fore heading out to get down and 
dirty. This was one of the best club 
turnouts ever. 

Saturdays tour was the 30-mile 
Pinion Trail, part of which was used 
ава stagecoach route in the 1880s, 
‘This route is noted for The Squeeze, a 
92KIT CAR. 


pass between two massive rocks 
which sit just past the trail summit. 
The first Anglos known to travel this 
route were in a Mormon battalion in 
1847, and when they encountered The 
Squeeze, it was much too narrow to 
accommodate their wagons. The com- 
mander, Lt. Col. Cook, took off his 
Jacket, rolled up his sleeves, grabbed a 
pick and ordered his men to have at it. 
‘They widened the opening to its pre- 
sent 77 inches and then worked their 
way up the 4% miles to the summit, 
widening the trail by at least a foot en 
route. This trail which begins in dry 
creek beds, climbs into the mountains 
over very rough terrain of rocks and 
loose sand in every contour imagin- 
able—and some areas beyond imagi- 
nation. It was certainly a tour to test 
both man, woman and machine, 

The Squeeze is a great spectator- 


The chuckwagon was a welcome sight 
at the end of the day. Note the enor- 
mous cliff of sandstone and rock in the. 
background—just a hint of the beauty 
along the Golden Trail. The chef had 
cheeseburgers and fries on the grill at 
this stop. The table behind the line held 
salad and condiments, including Grey 
Poupon—first-class all the way. 


sport location. As each vehicle worked 
its way through, cheering and ap. 
plause greeted the driver. A bit far- 
ther down the trail is an even more 
dramatic spectacle: The Drop-off. This 
hair-raising challenge is about 60 
yards of 30- to 35-degree trail down a 
hill of loose rocks and sand. Once you 
enter, you're committed. There's no 
way off the course, and it's essential 
that you keep the car as straight as 
possible. Any deviation will result in a 
rollover, and brakes aren't much help 
in the sections of loose sand. Ferdi- 
nand Porsche sure knew what he was 
doing when he designed the VW sus- 
pension, considering how it can take 
this much abuse without damage. 
After surviving The Squeeze and 
‘The Drop-off, drivers found the dry 
washes to be a lot more fun since they 
could get up some speed and drift 


s dirt-track style Y 
e drivers 


thro enjoyed lunch in a beautiful 


dfree —— tree-shaded, bos 
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trailer connections ‘andtorturously wind- past, Another safety feai 


pro down the scenic 


dacou- — ing Golden Trail alon; CB radios to keep in touch. A cell 
ple oí ls and showers to switchbacks and d phone would also come in handy in an 
cool off afte t and dusty day rounded а bend in late afternoon, we emergency. Of course. 


after another 
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ly 20-mile route 
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everyoni lief 
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Valley Center, CA 92082 
Membership: $25 


As with most 
Kit projects, 
ingenuity is 
the answer to 


problem. 
With a ramp 
and winch 


worked out 
an aite 
Sive to towing 


j his buggy. 


This Kublewagen is owned by Andy Felix 
of Vista, California. t was patterned after 
the German's WWII answer to the GI Jeep. 
Meyers rented an original and made 
splash molds to produce this vehicle. Fe- 
lix and his friends completed the car after 
Meyers abandoned the project as not be- 
ing economically feasible. These cars сап 
be seen in the TV series Rat Patrol. 


eem " 1 ШИ 
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momentum and resulted in aome pret 


jou lost momentum, 
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d'brakes aren't too much help. 


дерге" 
ыан nave yon woua, just apin your wh 


The i Drop-off is just that, As y and. Me: 
né coton ot MA SUP TENE 1806 08 


sloping section of loose rocks and sand, 
toride it out. 
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y Lynn Marie friends and family members, the Tinu кенг r mtna! „350 ratio, Rounding out the suspen- manifold. Backing up the block io to live (though rock fever is a common 
mas had two basic goals for this trip. pues 59 are Aldan coil-over shocks, disc Lakewo d blow-proof bellhousing,a complaint, especially if you own a Co- 
оше. Үоп and your signifi- The first was t get to Atlanta Was ihia long-distance Cobra diffar prakes, Compomotive wheels (15x18 Centerforce clutch and a Fens ne bra that’s all dressed up with no place 
cant other are on a day-trip, to participate in the Club(SAAC ent from MidStates' usual fare? Not br апа 15х10 rear) and BFGoodrich speed Top Loader transmission To togo). They shipped their car stateside 
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5 ۸ 4 4 Hawaii plates are 
What It's Like to Make a | 
Г ae erea men | Cross-Country Trek in a Cobra 


returned to California. 


The first order of Usiness 


br arriving in Atlanta маўа tech 
7 | inspection at the SAAG met. 
Kei lay on the asphalt to get a memorable shot at the Bonneville 5 inspect 3 
Salt Flats in Utah. 


bellyaching from here: “Get 
real. A Cobra replica is a 
great weekend car and areal 


1 y and designer > 
Pete Brock |) 
attention-getter, but it’s also a - В (ей). Shelby | SAS 
bone-jarring, bladder-busting, signed the > 
bugs-in-your-teeth rolling sun- glovebox with | 
burn. It just won't work for long- ў an “Aloha.” |i 
distance trips.” i 
Well, catch this, Winnebago 


After the linumas arrived at the fac- 
tory in Hooper, Nebraska, Bob 
Kallio of MidStates did a personal 
inspection of the car. 


‘The start of the journey was actually in 
Hawaii, where the linumas live. The cost 

Ping the Cobra to Oakland, Cali- 
fornia, was about $800 one way. 


Although the car ran almost 
breath. Kei and Miki Iinuma of a 


h. flawlessly throughout the 
Hawaii made this trek, threw in some | entire trin the fon pump 
high speed racing at the Atlanta Mo- | did give out in the Mojave 


tor Speedway and even squeezed in [-Desert near Needles, 
Some leisure time too. Yes, they ran “Сайыша 

into a few minor mechanical problems |: ¢ 

along the way, but nothing you 
wouldn't encounter with the family 


The expanse of the Midwest 
Plains was a big change from 
ali. This pit stop was in 


4 Somewt 
Brocery-getter. And the joys of a jour- 1 Across-codwh ae 
hey such as this could never be experi- trip wouldn't be 
enced in the family wagon (besides, if complete without a è A Cobra always gent, the linumas took several 
you took that, you might have to take stop at a Route 66 compels onlookers E Janta Motor Speedway. 
the kids too). souvenir store in à to ask questions, PTEMBER 1996 95 
Other than visiting a few stateside Arizona. as it did here in St 
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New Orleans. 
PHOTOGRAPHY: KEI & MIKI INUMA. 
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THERMO-SHIELD 
Aluminized tape with adhesive 
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After the rains 
passed over, it was 
time for some dry- 
ing out at a rest 
stop in Tallahassee, 
Florida. 


On July 2, they loaded up on trip es- 
sentials and were off. They drove from 
Oakland to Needles, California, total- 
ing 593 miles on the first day, which 
was uneventful and pleasant. The sec- 
ond day, though, proved a bit more in- 
teresting with two minor bugs to work 
out. They discovered that the special 
high-performance fuel pump they had 
installed just for this trip was leaking. 
Fortunately, Kei had packed the origi- 
nal pump in the trunk, and he 
swapped them in 15 minutes. They 
experienced no further fuel-pump 
problems on the trip. The second sna- 
fu was that while the 13-pound-rated 
pressure cap was adequate for driving 
in Hawaii's balmy weather, it was not 
up to the grueling 110-degree dry heat 
in Arizona. A quick change was made 


e 


toan 18-pound cap, and the Iinumas 
encountered no further overheating 
problems—even when they later ran 
into a temperature of 114 degrees in 
Chicago. 

One thing the Iinumas noticed on 
this trip was what a small world it. 
was for Cobra owners. While having 
lunch in Flagstaff, Arizona, they were 
approached by a man who was on his 
way to Lincoln, Nebraska, to partici- 
pate in the annual Rod & Custom 
Americruise. 

By 5:00 p.m. on July 6, Kei and Miki 
had arrived in Atlanta, Before even 
checking into their hotel, they went to 
register at and become familiar with 
the racetrack. Do they sound like a 
pair of fatigued and miserable travel- 
ers? Not! They were eager to get quali- 


@ When you consider buying 
any component vehicle, poy 
Close attention tothe fabrication 
quality in all stress areas to avoid 
problems when bottoming out 
the suspension. Alto, try 350- 
pound springs on the coll-overs 
because the 225-pound springs 
proved too soft for potholes and 
railway tracks, This wil help pre- 
serve body and frame integrity 
опа prevent loosening and 
body stress fractures. 

Pack just enough clothes to be 
comfortable—you can always 
do laundry at a coin-operated 
Laundromat, Remember fo 


“Pian on spendi 
‘lodging, 650-560 


KEI AND MIKP?S 
COBRA TRAVELING TIPS 


After the glamour of the Speedway, some 
more down-to-earth chores were required 
while on the road. 


bring some clothes for the wide variety of clmate conditions you may encounter. 
Pian carefully and pack the type of tools: 


Ме! os hard-to-find ports ond ой. Since there's no room for both luggage and a. 
Spare fire, take along plenty of flct-tire Inflators. Ыы es 


Cary a Cellular phone, If could be alifesaver, it 


COIN LAUNDRY 


you'll need for emergency repalis as 


the races. On July 8, Miki was 
fied fat speeds of up to 110 mph on 
cocked a 3 

high-speed bank. The speedome- 
the Msn t working, so Kei wasn't sure 
ut his speed, but on the high-speed 
Saks he ran flat out in top gear with 
The tach needle pegged at 5500 rpm, 

Despite all this excitement, the true 
highlight of the trip was when Kei dis- 
covered that Carroll Shelby, the fa- 
ther of the Cobra, and Peter Brock, 
the designer of the body shape for the 
Cobra Daytona Coupe, were at the 
event, and they both autographed the 
glovebox door on Kei's Cobra (you 
Won't get that in the family wagon!). 

With all the excitement of the con- 
vention and the racing track behind 
them, Kei and Miki resumed their trip. 
By July 9, they were in Jacksonville, 
Florida, dipping their toes in the At- 
antic Ocean (something most Hawai- 
ians don't get to do very often). From 
there they moved on to Louisiana, 
where they sampled Cajun food, craw- 
fish, étouffée and fried alligator and 
enjoyed a bit of local music and dancin’ 
‘The next two days were spent traveling 
through Mississippi, Tennessee, Mis- 
souri and Illinois to reach their friends 
in Green Bay, Wisconsin. 

By July 15, Kei and Miki had bid 
their Wisconsin friends a fond — 
farewell and were traveling with their 
jackets on and the top up through the 
cold Minnesota countryside. On July 
16, they accomplished their second 
goal when they arrived at Hooper. As 
you might recall, this is the home of 
MidStates and its owner Bob Kallio. 
Kallio replaced the synchros and a 
chipped Second gear and did an over- 
all inspection for wear and tear—he 
found no biggies here and no stress 
cracks at all. After everything was 
done on the car and a couple of days 
were spent visiting, the linumas 
thanked their hosts and moved on. 

On July 20, while driving in 
Wyoming, Kei and Miki hit a storm 
with rain and wind so strong that 
their windshield wiper was blown to 
one side and quit working. At 10:30 
рап, they turned in at Rawlins, 
Wyoming, only to hit the floor and be 
on their way again by 8:00 the next _ 
morning. Anxious to get back to thee 
family in San Francisco, they decide 
to do a marathon day July 21. They 
drove for 18 hours and covered 904 
miles from Rawlins to Sparks, Neva- 
da. The next day they arrived in the 
Bay area, dined on crab at Fisher- 
man's Wharf and headed back to _ 
their family’s home where this driv- 
ing odyssey began 10,232 miles ago. 
See, i's no big deal to take the snake, 


even when you're headed across the _ 
country, 


Cobra/Vintage Wheels 


In bolt on or knock-off, PS Engineering can fit your Cobra application 
with proper style wheels that show with historical distinction. In one piece 
cast, the GT-40 is available in original equipment 15-7.5 and 9.5” sizes for 
bolt on as pictured below. For knock off, the S/C in two piece dramatically 
expands the envelope of flexibility. It is available in a wide range of widths 
virtually any backspace, 15 or 17” sizes and can be drilled for bolt on when 
requested, Call us for friendly, knowledgeable and cost conscious Cobra or 
Street Rod assistance today at: 310-534-4477, fax 310-534-4977 or write 
to PS Engineering, 2675 Skypark dr. #102, Torrance, Ca. 90505. 
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hen it comes to duplicat- 
ing exotic bodies, we. 
though 


as one sexy shape and plenty 
of sha£p lines. 

* Later, hack at his shop, he sec- 
tioned a Fiero cockpit and welded 
оп subframes to extend it to the bar 
sic dimensions of the Ferrari. He 
then created arough shape with 
liquid urethane foam, To get the 
right body contours, he simply 
pushed the slow-motion and stop- ^ 


‘copy thé image 
is tapeiprob: 


о ИНАНА 


won't want to go to all the trouble of 
prototyping а body from serateh. (It 
hok Marcello more than two years to 
develop the body, and he has a back 
ground in mechanical and electrical 

б ginecring, along with experience as 
the owner of three body shops.) This 
particular vehicle uses only the Fiero 
Fenter section, to which he attached 
tubular-steel subframes and custom 
suspension setups with a wheelbase of 
100.5 inches. A basic rebody package 
for a stretched Fiero frame is avail- 
able as well. 

The suspension on the Marcello 
chassis employs Jaguar hubs and low- 
er control arms and custom pieces 
with aireraft-quality rod ends. The 
sliding, splined halíshafts were fabri- 
cated by Wenco Engineering and fit- 
ted to areversed Porsche 915 
transaxle. The 500hp Chevy small- 
block is mounted longitudinally using 
an aluminum panel bolted to the sub- 
frame, and a Kennedy adapter plate 
melds the American iron to the Teu- 
tonic tranny. The frontend is a re- 
worked Fiero arrangement with 
Heim-jointed control arms and Car- 
overs, New binders feature 
JFZ 12-inch vented and slotted rotors 
with four-piston racing calipers. 

‘The cabin interior displays the 
same level of artistry Marcello applies 

to his interior de- 
2 sign business. 
Theseats are his 
design, and the 
dash, the console 
and the door pan- 
ў els аге uphol- 
stered with Con- 
nolly leather. 
Marcello's firm, Marcello Italia Sports 
Car Design did all the upholstery and 
stitching. The Fiero electronic instru- 
ments are retained, but all the gauges 
are refaced and recalibrated. 

Although Marcello currently offers 
only turnkey vehicles starting at 
$34,500 (Fiero-based) and $49,500 
(tubular frame with custom suspen- 
sion), since the car won a trophy at the 
recent Knott's show, he may offer kits 
as well. He's been reluctant to offer 
kits because of his concern about 
copies, which sounds a bit ironic con- 
sidering how he developed the car in 
the first place. Just don't ask him if. 


you can take a video. KOC 
SOURCE 
Marcello Italia Sports Car Design 
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Use the resource listing below as a guide, 
Subscriber Services Address 
Send your subscription order or other 
Subscription correspondence to: 

KIT CAR, 

P.O. Box 53949, 

Boulder, CO 80322-3949. 

on Questions 

scription inquiries, call 
1-(800)-800-5227. 
!! possible, please have your mailing label 
available when you call. For subscription 
inquiries trom outside the U.S., please cal: 

1-03)-678-0354. 


Subscri 
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Moving 

Please give us 4-6 weeks notice to ensure 
uninterrupted service. Magazines are not 
forwarded by the Post Office, unless 
requested. Be sure to include your old 
address, your new address, and the date. 
youil be at your new address. at all possible, 
Please attach your mailing label showing your 
old address and account number. 

Duplicate Coples 

Duplicate copies can occur when there is a 
slight variation in your name or address. 
Please send both mailing labels when 
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You've Made a Payment — But You're Stil 
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Back Issues | Bulk Copies 

We have approximately 2 years of back 
issues available for purchase. To order by 
credit card please call: 1-(800)-800-5227, 
Back issue price fist: U.S., Canada or Mexico 
‘st back issue $8.00 (in US, funds): 2nd back 
issue $5.00. For all other foreign countries: 
‘1st back issue $12.00 (in U.S. funds; check 
must be drawn on a U.S. bank); 2nd back 
issue $8.00. In order to purchase any 2nd 
back issue at the lower price, both issues 
must bo ordered at the same time, shipped to 
the same address and be for the same 
magazine, Allow 4-6 weeks for your back 
issue to be mailed. 

Contacting Editors 

On all correspondence, be sure to include your 
name, address and phone number. Send your 
letters to: The Editors, KIT CAR, 6420 
Wilshire ВМ, Los Angeles, CA 90048-5515. 
Or cal: 1-(213)-782-260 (call between 9.00 
am and 4:30 pm PST). Al materias sent to 
the editors wil become the property of KIT 
САН and cannot be returned. 

Advertising Information 

il you would like to get information on 
advertising in KIT CAR, please сай: 
14213)782:2732 (call between 9:00 am and 
4:30 pm PST). 

Mailing Lists | Telephone Solicitations 

We periodically make our subscriber list 
available to a few select companies whose 
products may be of interest to you. М you 
would rather rot be placed on such a list, just 
send us your mailing label along with a 
request to excude your name. Please indicate 
оп your request whether you wish to be 
excluded from mail and/or telephone 
solicitations. 


KIT СА 


THE SPECIALTY CAR MAGAZINE. 


To order, 


SUBSCRIBE 


write t0: 


KIT CAR, Р.0. Box 53949, ШР CO 80322-3949 
or call: 
1-(800)-800-5227 


Above offer is good in the U.S. onl 


sione, add to the above rate the following 


—(— 
at te Салаа aod $300 (pro includes GST). Aat 


amount (n US funds) o covered e s issuo 1o be maed. Special introductory offer far 


fag ан S500. Alo 4 = 8 eis 
new subscribers. only, please. 


PERFORMANCE DIRECTORY 


z 
9 
[s] 
ш 
an 
2 
Е 
2 
2 
о 
E 
= 
[*] 
4 
2 
о 
2 
2 
ЕЯ 
I] 
> 
a 
ч 
æ 
0 
T 
ч 
o 
N 
ا‎ 
A 
© 
" 
e 
= 
3 
ч 


also avaliable 


Q.C.E. Enterpi 


Kit Car Manufacture 
Cobro Kis & Ports + 
+ Z Cors + Lombos + Ferraris 
HOMO + HRE + PISA + Compomotive + 
Unique « Euroworks * Ken's Specialty 6 More 
Kit Car Internet Classifieds 
10 times the readership ofthe other Kit Cor 
Classified Magozines & in fu color For o 4 
‘month ad send: $35, color photo 6 text to: 
CYBERCARS + Р.О. Box 15088 
Phoenix « AZ 85060-5088 
(602) 376-1550 
hilp/wvs.cubercars.com 


* COBRA - SPYDER + SPEEDSTER 
es 
|Бу Street Dream Motocars, Inc. 918/253-6549 | 


COUNTACH | 
OWNERS D. 


NEED PARTS? We have thom 
| | from curved glass to emblems at up to 

50% below original cost. Manufacturers 
of Ultra-Sienna 500 and replica wheels 


SIENNA U.S.A. MANUFACTURERBUILDER 
| ULTRA DESIGNS 

35 CLARENCE STREET 
| BROCKTON, MA 02401 U.S.A 
| |. PH:(608)586-1613 FAX: (500) 588-3467 
| | DEALERSHIP INQUIRY WELCOME 


COLLEC CTIBLE 
KIT & SPECIALTY CARS! 


заз core а синот 
150000 Soon Pons 
1 Sis uma Ара Vota 


CollectorGuard 
NEW: 1 800/678-5173 


eacock Insurance Group, ne, Lakeland; FL 


1959 SON MODS 
ÛY MOD: 2 
К 0 عنم‎ MODS 
чу name brands ine 
Me lon Оупотах, MSD, V 


ROC tad 


93 3.2 DOHC 
TAURUS SHO 


$2250 


эа 5.00, 
MUSTANG GT 


г. | 
WE SHIP. NATIONWIDE ! 


KENSINGTON MOTORS 
BRIGHTON MI 
800-437-9248 


JOVI KITS пт 6 CHRYSLER LEBARONS 
ICE KITS FIT 1983.93 FORD MUSTANGS 


JOVI/ICE 


ICE CARS. 
Tr шю, 3030 


(954) 568-1175 


ictor ao 
тун SIOO CAAS Он GAA 
SIND $29.03 FOR COMPUTE VIOLO ON BOTH CARS 


Call for FREE 
information. 
and photos 


1551 Churchman Ave, Indianapolis, IN 45203. 
(317) 784-1119 Fax (317) 


‘Smiths a 
15 since 1949. For more information. 


call or write to: 
Rlamargneck 10542 


Nisonger ares 


FORD COUPE‏ 34 عر 
Chassis: Box Tube‏ 
Suspension: Mustang Il or Vet‏ 
Engine: Ford or Chevy V8‏ 
Kits: $5,700 Turnkey: $27,000‏ 
For more erro lo send $300 fr crib ped‏ 


570 Mamaroneck Ave. 


Custom Toys LTD. 


2017 W. Commonwealth Ave. Unit С 
Fullerton, CA 92633 


| — (714) 680-9744 


FIBER JET ROUGH TERRAIN 
Complete Kit $2,635 


(Information Catalog 
ол other Cars & 
Dune Bugsy's $5.00) 


rise JET (NDUNA 


CL 221 West ly St, Rosevile, CA 95678 


CAR CONVERTIBLE 


CONVERSION KIT 
240, 260, 280 2-CARS 


Bose Кї: Kevlar comporte er гор, 
толе سس‎ $095.00 
00 


РО В 1633, Holywood. 190078 
(310) 542-5532 


£L 


818) 7893198 FAX (t 782-196 


THE VELO ROSSA SPYDER 
TS YOUN 707 aroun зе 260 юг 


ear Tub; Singlo 

ho sho hardware, 

For information send $5 (510 ouside USA) t 
VR ENGINEERING. 


2149 E. sth SL #102K 
Tempe, AZ 85281 


FIERO 
LEATHER 
Upholstery Kits 

| 10 colors 5189.95, 


ә MR 


"Ерко хеб 
CUTE 


ај 
Базу" Step by Stop 


‘Accessories to Match Leather 


T Mr. Mike's 
VUE 
934 Sarasota, FL 3427 


m 1-800-924-8. 


“Refundable with brst order 


100 KIT CAR 


Kits start at $3990 


503-366-0553 


Recapture the Heart and Soul 
of a Legend 


For more information call 


(818)885—5097 on. «zr 


ACE 
{> fea ne COBRA 


21422 Partheria Ave, Canoga Park, CA 9304 


И assocted wih Ford Motor Company ©1804 Ace Cobra 


FIERO-BASED 


KIT CAR 
BUSINESS 


* FOR SALE x 


Two rebody kits, 2nd generation 
| | molas, instructions and assistance for 
| | only $4,500. Great hobby or business! 


Call: 


(701) 352-1755 days 
ROMAN A-D. 


—BROOKLANDS— 


MODULAR ENGINEERED 
Body Conversions for MGB's 
8 styles to choose from 


x 


V8 shown with 2ع‎ R2 modules 
47 Forest Hill Drive 
Kitchener, Ontario, Canada 
N2M 4G2 (519) 745-2791 


= TEAM Ш ‘WHEELS | 
prom $999. et 


manna same and 
d 


cr EE 
posue 2i... 510-895-8880 
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Spectrum of Auto 1 


f | _ Parts and Accessories Add to the 
for your VW-based kit car Excitement! 
wy 4 $500, refundable with oder, for he 


Send Baro Performance Equipment and 
Hees Catalog 


m 
7 


Now Available in the US 


* VW chassis or 
space frame 
* InfoPac. 


SPECIALTY VEHICLE/COMPONENTS 
DETROIT, USA 
LATE MODEL TAKE 
OUT ENGINES* 


esl products to enhance your Fees 
finance and beauty, from Turbocharger 


E MT 
COMPLETE KIT :$ 6 500 US. = Rockville, Ryan 1708 Catalina Avenue, Seal Beach, 
gram ЗАИД ME Kas nooo E Phu | | [Motors intero sese 
Ee. aoa ызала Ps i esi 


ще catalog liryanmotors.com. 


JOT 1J0 (819) 689-2631 (314) 638.7700 


|{ Moto-Lia || 


OEM Cobra and Shelby 


THE MAGNIFICENT ALLARD J2X 
^ 


g Wheels 


[КТ CAR INSURANCE 


By CONDON & SKELLY 


PERFORMANCE DIRECTORY 


"98°95 Ford 460 ER “Tuk” 1995 
94 ford 460 Mone" ОНР... 
93-95 Ford 4 61 DOHC 32V MK VII 
| 739/55 Ford 4.6L SOHC 16V TBIRD. 
| || 90:91 00 39L V (No TBN. 
28.94 Touns/Cont id 38L V. 
| [|| 94 Ford 38L hustong ER V6 
| dpi tid be уль йон по, 


АЧО1ЭЯМ!а JONVWAOAaAd 


| Recondiuonea 
| per Arm 


db vies Some ore euadere: 

| sreciat suuren rov 7 | inish Li Bede your steet rod, ik mck ot daly vec We 

ee TIME OFFER EI | Finish Line, Inc. 5 ER atom rok 
fora limited meat dea iy Ss For (Al | | жый >” Е | lastercard, Vso, 

in E 1-800-257-9496 CT MUSTANG II эеле bee: 13) 579-0604. 
BE -—— Jff vein a м. co. ct. n. слм i. mta wo, Й 18708arum Avenue, Stare, Gone сот 


(203) 377-4795 • Fax (203) 380-0612 619۰421۰5920 


FIERO 
ENGINE 
CONVERSIONS 


+ QUADS & 3.1 - 3.3 - 3.8- 3.4 TDC V6. 
4 Speed Automatic or Stick Avaliable 
Northstar VS - 4 Speed Automatic 
| = TURBO киз for QUADA, 3.1 TDC 
+ KITS or INHOUSE CONVERSIONS 
+ '84 to ^88 Perfor 


MN, MO, MS, ND, NE, NL, OH, OK OR, PA, SD, TN, WA, Wi 


[COBRA DAYTONA, 
COUPE 


AUBURN REPLICAS || 


Top gusty Bsc 


RA 
HEADQUARTERS 


Parts & Accessories 


ATTENTION 
Fender and Beltline mouldings now 
available for the Heritage 500K, as well 
as hard to find special components, trim 
and accessories for many specialty cars. 
INFORMATION PACKAGE - $3.00 


075 
* 940 Bolt-On Body Conversion 
+ V6/V8 Conversions. 


JF OWNING YOUR OWN PROP 
عدي‎ Nu 


nice Suspension Kits 
le 


£ Turn-Key Cars Avail 
IM 2 


THE CLASSIC FACTORY $5.00 (free with order) SUR UM е Basic Frame & Body Kit - $7,995.00 | + New interior Designs 
1454 E. Ninth Street COBRA RESTORERS LTD. | | | үт $ Sees MARK'S CUSTOM KITS P.R.O. S.C.A. 
алет Cin American Custom En in Sw La, Poinciana, FL 34759 1, ih 
TRUM Сы Rames A УЙ | 160 Brice Place + Durango, CO 81301 R&D DESIGN CONCEPTS Dept D Cra сий now scd. ИШ АЙ. ($0) 251-5910 
1909) 62920968 1 | 970-259-4156 536 Miltary e Omaha, NE 68134 « 4025720176 Santa Clarita 
| € ott E jte à 


E— —Á—— o 
PIGEON PERFORMANCE 
CANADIAN MANUFACTURER 
+ From Kits to Turn Keys 


+ Four inch round tube frame 
* Hand-laid 


2732 FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION IN THIS SECTION 


10 issues) only $11.97 
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s "v (a $29.50 value) 
со * Measuring tools 
3 | * Shop tools 
| поре : non umoo. 
ud ; Independent aluminum suspension 8 ш. ГИ рте TG $ CARRERA HOOS ik 
N * Body & Frame $5,000.00 U.S, WENT. E = Books/Videos NO PLUG cay AND FEW TOOLS TO START: $ RACK & PINIONS + SPINDLE 
е PIGEON PERFORMANCE TS CENA Cereal 7-536-3820 
2 heme E ЕА call fora us eto c NI элге зве... 
3 (514) 651-2701 Phone/Fax (514) 851 нато 901) 795-7600 $19.95 225900, ET WORTH, Dx 6 
102 KIT CAR. 
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> NEW ENGLAND ЕХ‹ ^ E 
6 MEL. oco EXOTIC REBODIES EUNT T eq E ] 
O onsen TRANSAXLES ||| О m à HIGH PERFORMANCE ي‎ 
0 ; ipei © m COBR py 
O Rasa man tal aa ыларын 8 | | | cibis А 10 i A SUSPENSIONS x 
ш К томы ssaa | | то El i FROM C.W. a 
© Porsene 990 Fransa | 3 au 3 ACT QUICK! THESE SPECIALS О 
& Er) © ыб p 9 || ARE FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY! e 
Meer адир несне ај | | = jos 3 китке $ Ku c 
ш а Farab and iS as эон | ER «| | á | Turnkey (ready lor pain 534950. prie Clo 
g beri s ауе мааии И: " £e ro | | on video + «ша. т-д | || canton ifi z 
z нен naire | ке بس‎ — & 
i ior most Poracne models H P a mentions ond performance ports available = 
= New England Exotic Rebo RENEGADE MOTORSPORTS 13 (etna et Te ال‎ uou RAD m 
= 1800.508.6217 S9 | vot Poo) 07-2190 5 INFORMATION PACK $5.00 ДД ы CALL NOW FOR SPECIAL SUMMER PRICING g 
O ال ا‎ E ji .م‎ 347 MAIN ST., DICKSON CITY, РА 18519 383-1206 | | P.O. Box 24613, Phoor ОМ COMPLETE L.R.S. SUSPENSIONS. 29 

= : | П ——— — —— | SUMMER SPECIALS ال‎ | m 
us E] Соте нау Padres Cobra Reproduction] O 
[rr] Ferrari | 5 CF Enterprises, Ld w-— | ل‎ 

^ California Ace | balled 

& الو مطامط‎ X № 8 9 gat FIERO OWNERS т о 

ORGINAL EMBLEMS AT DISCOUNT 3 eti ose Problem Stopping < 
Ja a private individual that bas a fev sets = j 
Irc DEI Ee : Poor Handling 

z SAVE HUNDREDS OF esas 193 

fo} EMSsERim rp gers онын 18 Call Et 

2 ВБИВ gense ri с 

Е meus SEWER || 5 RCC Specialty Products o" 67 [e] 

z BE шг de а. for Solutions | eMEBEEN “5 Ё 

w — EE SEEN 0 ody Stying Kit $2795.00 = 

^ HIR ME a man [| |) E] Galo AC Bristol Ace Repica кылы о 

2 PRSE. NUI. Мт {уч ус [у i Ullizes Stock MGB | (817) 536-3820 per) rcd = 

Е Phone: (503) 654-2175 ^^ US i ا‎ eei бесе Масуд. 3 rpg ecd 5609-F Parker Henderson Rd 5 

z S a DE «coros | apes отаке оды. ыз Information Package $500 Fort Worth, Texas 76119 miaza шр هه‎ 3 

i02 a a О‏ ی چ 
f LIGHTS & LENSE i C Q‏ 2 
YOUR QU P 04 IECUR RE EU ны кә‏ 

$ FOR YOUR KIT SES IR QUALITY REPLICAR SHOULD HAVE 101 FIBERGLASS BODY BUILDING 0 N 

< Qualjty Assembly 10| , AND "COPY" TECHNIQUES б] lum o 
E MARKER LIGHTS & TAIM MOULDING мы, ` Z by Dovid Holmonn © Setof 1615 and = 
5 1 8 s, К 159.5 (Original Finish) 3 
O à dome Grae 10 ФС тин паа са 9 
2 Money ые Cru, i z Adapter Kt, Sat of 4 > 
5 : ا‎ р * ae Pio wring Nus > 
a= = 104 This book will show you how to build a high) ‘Send $4 for Complete Catalog. 

- z pei aee rt srai 9 
ТД т 
= ,000.00 FoR 43 sandwich method without using a mold or plug. PO. Box 100 aM Mb nde gu: ser سوسس‎ uie = 
o Gail COR DELI NO Б» ios ө How to make molds ош of the original body Welington, KS 67152 pees = a 
2 үе Е сне jen Fi бш ысу. О, ҮШ sgg intaon e ит otc E 
VELC! مسمس ممم مس ب‎ азада How to make copy molds from 226: FII aon | can EZ 
& e SPECIALTY AUTOWORKS Ese ieu 3 ج‎ кошы E T $ 
ч CRUCES, NM 88012 m Sen бт Н à м тн 
> 2-1022 «915-549-1548 E Ter Кебше Pad 0 Order Today for CALL TOLL FREE FOR QUOTE a 
a 06541 EvelWeekends ШЕ al £ only $15.95 + $3 мари 1-800-397-0765 z 
а Set = m Seek or MOS aro ا‎ CE COP f 
a Кырс W | 9 
[е] SUBSCRIBE AND] = E = =a 9 
№. ЕИ Built on a 
9 SAVE! iB UI 1 PINAL CONCEP, Mora JP Fa 
© Roman AD AU Designs 101 “Highest Quality іп the Indisuy' Е 2; CONVERSIONS INC. = 
nM 1 Year only Shell Valley Maias ^ PERFORMANCE AND ACCESSORY CENTER [еј 
E $15.95 \! Se ats i p cur N Z 
3 3 اا‎ AEE c BES > 
ت‎ i 
DN chee eee emote = FIERO CONVERSIONS, INC. 

b „Р.О. Box 58639, Thunder Rock же | | 3410 WALKER ROAD, WINDSOR, ONT NAW 383 a 
o Boulder, CO 80399-8639 its бене @| | AAE AEE REPA (519) 9724989 = 
еле Unique Motorcars. si ir Owners Chub of a 
а оғ call: 1-(800)-800-6895 E EE ل‎ o Kis rom $4 395.00 0 8 905 00a pictured "latere p 9580 par oor mn 
xd Dm | Bream Cars to Match Sp ‘Send $5.00 for InFoPac or 525.00 for assembly ta 
EI mate To | аа a ideo and InFoPac ($28.50 С.О.) m 
3 FIT, INC. (305) 956-3352 | Sie Peck Suo io Resa SMi Braden River Engineering 9 

» тош en дош: Ron et | уш Oat Facies Test Dre би Co 2504 Manatee Avo East 5 

| (941) 764-1966 (914) 766-9003 D 74 
| 18320 Pale Drive, Port Chote, Койде 33954 (941) 747-6146 z 


the Cobra fe: 


er of the January 


cell, a full stereo 
ing a CD player, a 


Й must be done! 


tured on the cov- 
5 issue of 
Kit Car is finally finished and 
delivered to its owner, Stuart. 
Eccles. It took longer than I 
had hoped, but there was a lot. 
of attention to detail in this 
project. Some of its more un- 
usual features include a fuel 
stem includ: 
way pow. 
er seat and a full mural under 
the hood. I ran out of parts, so it 


Hal Mallett 
Livermore, CA | 


1 DONE DEAL | | most 
Tm writing to. 
let you know that 


| Thro 


DESIRABLE 
My kit car 
adventure be; 
with the pure 
ofa body, a chas. 
sis and a few mis 
cellaneous parts from Shell Valley in Nebraska. 
out the next year or so, I purchased parts from 
many different suppliers and fabricated many others 


that I needed to finish the project. My goal was to get the 
car don 


n time to participate in one of the largest rod 
runs in our area, held in Ruidoso, New Mexico. 

The chassis is a ladder-type with a tubular Mustang 
11 frontend and a Ford 9-inch rearend. The engine work 
was farmed out to Keith Craft of Keith Craft Racing. 
Craft stroked a 351W to 410 ci to make gobs of torque 
and topped it off with Dart Windsor heads from World 
Products. Cooling is handled by a Brass Works pump 
and the biggest Howe aluminum radiator that could fit 
in the snout. 

We fired the car off exactly one week before our trip to 
the rod run. All those days spent dreaming of driving a 
Cobra through the mountains on those smooth, curvy 
roads under the tall pines finally became a reality. After 
watching the heads turn while cruising through down- 
town Ruidoso and listening to the thunder of the exhaust. 
echo from the canyon walls, I realized that the two years I 
Spent cooped up in the garage were all worth something. 
While we were there, we picked up an award for The Most 
Desirab ar They Would Like To Drive Home. 

Danny Nolan 
Carlsbad, NM 


AT LONG LAST - 


formance cars. My dilemma was that I could not get 


race car. One problem, thoug! 
pounds, I couldn't fit into the car. To overcome this 


ceeded my expectations, This aluminum-bodied 


Super Coupe rearend produces impressive results. 
Combine all this with the. eye- 


Searching for, 


I've always been drawn to collecting unique high-per- 


anything quite different or powerful enough that was 

also street-legal. I saw my first Lotus Super 7 at a show 

in 1984 and was taken by the concept—a street-legal 
eing 6'3” tall and 200 


problem, I set out to have Chris Custer of Rotus Limited | 
build the most unique and powerful car ofits type any- | 
where. After an extensive list of revisions to the stan- 

dard offering and one year of work, the resulting car ex- 


1700-pound car has an impressive power-to-weight ra- 
tio, as the 350 Chevy engine is rated at 425 hp. It's cou- 
pled to a five-speed T5 transmission, and a Thunderbird. 


catching Corbeau leather Dear Reader: Show us your 
seats and the Compomotive К ДТ 
three-piece 17-inch wheels, | you must be, so here's your 
and you can see that Rotus chance to tell others about 
has provided me with the cus- | ЕЛ МИН Нн 
tom fit, high performance and ЛИИ 
great looks I've long been. 


SHY CELEBRITY 

After seeing an ad in Kit Car, I flew out to Phoenix to 
meet with John Washington and check out his Velo 
Rossa kit for the Datsun Z-cars. He agreed to build a 
turnkey car for me, which he did but with a few delays 
(he seemed to stop and help just about every customer 
who walked into his shop instead of concentrating on 
my car). I wanted the mechanics of the car to remain 
stock, so I could have an exotic-looking vehicle that any 
local service guy could work on. This was a good choice. 
because after six months with 10,000 miles of everyday 
driving and several long trips, the 2807 drivetrain still 
runs great, and yet my car is unique, The bottom line is 
that [love my car. It really fits what I was looking for. 
The hardest adjustment is all the attention I get from 
everyone asking me about my car. 

Dave Atlas 

Fort Myers, FL 
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‘ur $9900 klr and a 1990 Mustang 50. The 
donis to hc original 


Е. 22: 


де donor Mustang 50. Tbe Cobra pictured above was bull from. 
ou seed to build your Cobra except a sing E эле sas bul from 


Dont buy a kit. Buy a Cobra. 


The Superformance Cobra 427 $/С & Roadster. The complete dream car. 


т cum 


e 


Imagine an 
original Ace rolling off the 
container ship, complete except for engine 
and transmission, waiting for Shelby to shoehorn a Ford V8 money looking for the parts that aren't included. In the long 
under the hood and transform it into the legendary Cobra. That u will spend more on a kit than you would on a complete 
is precisely how the Superformance Cobras are shipped to this Superformance Cobra; it's not a kit, it’s a car. 1 
country, and how they are delivered to you. With only average skill and ordinary mechanic's tools, you'll 

Exact and fully assembled reproductions of the original, the Бе able to complete your Superformance Cobra in as little aS 

-Superformance Cobras are meticulously engineered and crafted 8 hours. Or your authorized Superformance dealer wiles 
by the world’s largest manufacturer of Cobra replicars. Your Cobra for you, in 8 hours, guaranteed. And at just 5298 
And they are complete. All you need to do is add the engine and (without engine and transmission), you can afford to make your _ 
transmission, or choose from one of our engine/transmission dream car a reality. 
installation packages, and you're on the road. ` All for an 


absurdly competitive price. 
There is notbing else to buy. If you buy a kit, it may seem 


Complete Replicars 


like а great deal, but you'll end up spending extra time and 


Superformance Cobra South, Superformance Cobra Bondurant Superformance Cobras 
"Doug Reed Bob & Dennis Olthoff Bobby Bondurant 2 

3019 Jean Laffit Parkway. 207 Performance Road Firebird International Raceway 
Chalmette, LA 70045 — г Moorsyille, NC 28115. Phoenix, AZ 85226 
(508/271-2013 8 104662025. 27223 

5042773538. TRE 7041662-0236 fax 


| 
1 


‘Superformance Cobra 
~ Ro Rosen 


